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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

Easter Breakfast 

Please join us for breakfast on Easter morning from 9:15 – 10:45 a.m. in the gym in the 

lower level. 

 

 

 

 
The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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The Resurrection of Our Lord 
April 5, 2026 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  

 
AS WE GATHER 
“Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia” That Easter greeting, proclaimed 

throughout the ages of the Church, takes root in our hearts so that we understand that 

the resurrected life is now our own. Alleluia, meaning “Praise the Lord!” permeates our 

hymns and anthems as we tell others the Good News that our Lord is risen, risen 

indeed. 

 
PRELUDE 
 “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”                 John Behnke   

 

 

WELCOME 
  

           

  

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN        

 457    Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                    

 
     
1 Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
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 (Men only) 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

 (Choir alone) 

3 But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 

Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! 

Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

  4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 

Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made; 

People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
Leader: Christ Jesus abolished death and brought life and immortality to light 

through the gospel. 

People: Jesus our Lord was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 

justification. 
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Leader: If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

People: God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.  

 

Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Leader: Let us confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 

People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we admit and confess 

our sinfulness. We are stained by sin from our very beginnings and we 

have sinned again and again in thought, word, and deed. We have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves and have often turned away from you 

and one another in our thinking, speaking, and doing. We have done 

the evil You forbid and have not done the good You demand.  

 

We do repent and are truly sorry for all our many sins. Have mercy on 

us, gracious Father; forgive us for Jesus’ sake, and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit direct our lives so that we serve You in true faithfulness. 

Amen.  

 

Leader: In His boundless mercy, God has promised forgiveness of sins to those 

who repent and turn to Him for restoration and renewal. In the mercy of 

almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the 

power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 

Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty God, the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus  

  Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting  

  life to us.  Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our  

  Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your life- 

  giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns  

  with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
   

 

 WORD  

 
FIRST READING                                                                                       Acts 10:34-43 

(The Gospel is for all.)  
 

 
 

34 Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show 

favoritism 35 but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 
36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace 

through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout 

Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached-- 38 how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good 

and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.  
 

39 "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 

They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the 

third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by 

witnesses whom God had already chosen--by us who ate and drank with him after he 

rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 

the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 

his name." 
 

 Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM 
 “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”                        J. S. Bach 

 

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, 

Holy wisdom, love most bright, 

Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring, 

Soar to uncreated light. 

Word of God our flesh that fashion’d, 

With the fire of life impassion’d, 

Striving still to Truth unknown, 

Soaring, dying, round Thy throne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 EPISTLE                                                                                                           Colossians 3:1-4  

(Raised with Christ)  
 

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 

Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on 

earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 

Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                      Matthew 28:1-10 

(The Resurrection) 
 

1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to look at the tomb.  

 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 

going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that 

they shook and became like dead men.  

 

5 The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for 

Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the 

place where he lay.  

 
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead 

of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you."  

 
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples.  
 

9 Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 

worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to 

go to Galilee; there they will see me." 
 

 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE WORD 
 461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 
  

1 I know that my Redeemer lives; 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 

He lives, my ever-living head. 

  

2 He lives triumphant from the grave; 

He lives eternally to save; 

He lives all-glorious in the sky; 

He lives exalted there on high. 

 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

  

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

  

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Text: Public domain 
 
 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
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Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.    
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               

 

Each petition ends with the following response: 

  Pastor:        Christ is risen! 

  People:       He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                          pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:        Amen. 
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6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 

Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 

Thee we greet triumphant now: 

Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 
 

 

OFFERING 
During the offering, please sign 

the Record of Fellowship found  

at the end of each pew  
Scan to give online 

 
“Christ Is Arisen”      David M. Cherwien 

 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Christ is arisen from the grave’s dark prison. 

So let our song exulting rise: Alleluia! 

Christ with comfort lights our eyes. Alleluia! 

 

All our hopes were ended 

Had Jesus not ascended 

From the grave triumphantly 

Our never-ending life to be. 

 

So let our song exulting rise: Alleluia! 

Christ our comfort, fills the skies. Alleluia! 

 

  

OFFERTORY 
             469  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today  
  

1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” 

Saints on earth and angels say; 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; 

Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply. 

  

3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 

Christ hath burst the gates of hell. 

Death in vain forbids His rise; 

Christ has opened paradise. 
Text: Public domain 
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 SACRAMENT  
 

The Lord’s Supper is a gift Christ gives to His Church. In it, He offers His true Body and Blood, in, with, 

and under the bread and wine. When received in faith, it brings forgiveness, new life, and salvation. In 

response to God’s command in Scripture, we are to examine ourselves prior to partaking of the Sacrament. 

There are five basic questions by which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily: 1) Am I a baptized believer? 2) Do 

I believe I am a sinner and am truly sorry for my sins? 3) Do I believe that Jesus Christ is my Savior from 

sin? 4) Do I promise with God’s help to turn from sin and live a God-pleasing life? 5) Do I believe in the 

true teachings of God’s Word, namely that the Body and Blood of Jesus are truly present, powerful, and 

effective in the Sacrament? Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a differing confession 

and yet desire to receive the sacrament are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.(see Matthew 

26:26-29; 28:19-20; 1 Corinthians 10:16; 11:17- 34) 

 

 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord who by His willing sacrifice on the cross took away 

the sins of the world and by His glorious resurrection restored everlasting 

life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

Your holy name and join their glorious song: 

People: Amen.  
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SANCTUS (Holy, holy, holy) 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and  

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us  

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the  

power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took  bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the Disciples 

and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my 

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 
 

 

 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A “continuous communion table” will be the method of distribution this day. Communicants  

will come forward down the center aisle at the direction of the usher. You will receive the wafer from the 

pastor at the center and then proceed to the right or left (depending on which side of the church you are 

sitting) to receive the wine from either individual glasses or the common cup. You will then return to your 

pew.  As is our custom, communion will be brought to people in the pews who have difficulty walking to 

the chancel. If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion 

assistant comes down the aisle. Also, young children will receive a word of blessing.  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 466   Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 

 

1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. 

Rejoice and praise Him, alleluia. 

For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, 

Even from death, dispelling its gloom. Refrain 

 

ref Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy; 

Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy. 

    Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 

    Jesus is living, alleluia! 

 

2 For three long days the grave did its worst 

Until its strength by God was dispersed. 

He who gives life did death undergo; 

And in its conquest His might did show. Refrain 

 

3 The angel said to them, “Do not fear! 

You look for Jesus who is not here. 

See for yourselves the tomb is all bare; 

Only the grave cloths are lying there.” Refrain 

 

4 “Go spread the news: He’s not in the grave; 

He has arisen this world to save. 

Jesus’ redeeming labors are done; 

Even the battle with sin is won.” Refrain 

 

5 Christ has arisen; He sets us free; 

Alleluia, to Him praises be. 

Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 

He reigns triumphant, heavenly King. Refrain 

 
Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ 
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5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 

  

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 

  

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 

  

 ∆8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 
 

         633     At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King, 

Who has washed us in the tide 

Flowing from His piercèd side. 

    Alleluia! 

 

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 

Gives His body for the feast— 

Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 

    Alleluia!  

            

3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 

Israel’s hosts triumphant go 

Through the wave that drowns the foe. 

    Alleluia!                                                                                           

 

4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

Paschal victim, paschal bread; 

With sincerity and love 

Eat we manna from above. 

    Alleluia! 

Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 482 This Joyful Eastertide 

  
1 This joyful Eastertide 

    Away with sin and sorrow! 

My love, the Crucified, 

    Has sprung to life this morrow: Refrain 
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ref Had Christ, who once was slain, 

    Not burst His three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 

    But now has Christ arisen, 

    arisen, arisen; 

    But now has Christ arisen! 

  

2 Death’s flood has lost its chill 

    Since Jesus crossed the river; 

Lover of souls, from ill 

    My passing soul deliver: Refrain 

  

3 My flesh in hope shall rest 

    And for a season slumber 

Till trump from east to west 

    Shall wake the dead in number: Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

Please stand 

CANTICLE 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
Pastor:  Let us pray. 

  Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gifts of forgiveness, life, and  

  salvation which we have received in the very body and blood of our  

  Lord Jesus Christ.  As You have given us this foretaste of the feast to  

  come, strengthen us that we may be bold in our witness until the day  

  when You call all believers to feast forever around Your throne of  

  grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 People: Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION    

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

  
Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 

 465  Now All The Vault of Heaven Resounds   

  
1 Now all the vault of heav’n resounds 

In praise of love that still abounds: 

    “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 

Repeat their song of glory here: 

    “Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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2 Eternal is the gift He brings, 

Therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

    “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Now still He comes to give us life 

And by His presence stills all strife. 

    Christ has triumphed! He is living! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  

3 O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 

Set heart and will on things above 

    That we conquer through Your triumph; 

Grant grace sufficient for life’s day 

That by our lives we truly say: 

    “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  

  4 Adoring praises now we bring 

And with the heav’nly blessèd sing: 

    “Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 

Be to the Father and our Lord, 

To Spirit blest, most holy God, 

    All the glory, never ending! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-

EKAFZ 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
 “Toccota on Victimae Paschali”                     Johnathan Clayton 

 

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Acts 5:29-42; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 
 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Upcoming Events 
 

Gateway Ringers Handbell Concert 

Sunday April 19, 2026 

4:00 p.m. 
 

Confirmation Sunday 

Sunday April 26, 2026 

11:00 a.m. 
 

Ascension Service 

Thursday May 14, 2026 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Serving at Chapel  
 

Preacher:   Theodore Laesch  
 

Liturgists:   8:30 a.m. Charles Wallace 

    11:00 a.m. Ellory Glenn 
 

Lectors:                8:30 a.m.       Carla Rainey 

    11:00 a.m.     Christy Boehmer  
 

Acolytes:   8:30 a.m.        Eve Zvirgzdins 

    11:00 a.m.      Emma Runser 
        

Choir:    Choral Singers    
        

Organist & Accompanist: Johnathan Clayton   
 

Director:   Matt McEuen  
        

Instrumentalists:  Nate Laesch & Ted Laesch, trumpets 

    Zeke Laesch, French horn 

    Jake Laesch, euphonium 

    Zoe Laesch, flute 

    Craig Schlchtmann, clarinet 


