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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!

To Our Visitors
We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! We are happy to have

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is
shared will assist you in the week ahead. If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you
would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home. May God bless your week!

Nursery

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for
your use. The worship service is broadcast to the nursery. An usher will be happy to show you
where it is located.

Sunday School and Bible Study
We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible
studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m. Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level. Check the

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations. An usher will be happy to take you to the
appropriate place.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross. If you have

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with
the Pastor before the service. Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a
blessing.

Sound Enhancement Devices
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available. Please ask an usher
for a personal receiver.

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of
North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ.




Tenth Sunday After Pentecost
August 17, 2025
11:00 a.m.

Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.

AS WE GATHER

The verbal command “Hold on!” is one that gets our immediate attention. We know
instinctively that holding on will keep us safe or secure in some way as we journey
through life. The pages of Scripture call us to “hold on” to some very special things. In
the letter to the Hebrews, the writer enjoins us: “Let us hold fast the confession of our
hope without wavering” (Hebrews 10:23). Paul directs his coworker, Timothy, (and all
of us) to “Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called” (1 Timothy 6:12) and
encourages him to be “holding faith and a good conscience” (1 Timothy 1:19). Our
worship together gives us the opportunity to hold on not only to our Lord Jesus Christ
but also to one another as we journey on together toward our heavenly home.

PRELUDE
“Ich Ruf Zu Dir, Herr Jesu Christ” J. S. Bach

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be
spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some
may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a
verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile.



" PREPARATION %

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

Please stand

ENTRANCE HYMN
913 O Holy Spirit, Enter In

INVOCATION
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Leader: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are
covered,

People: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Leader: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

People: Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like

lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our

hearts. We have offended You and sinned against Your holy law. We

have done those things that we should not have done, and we have not
done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord!

Spare us, forgive us, and restore us. according to Your promises to
Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Leader: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent His Son, Jesus

Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our

guilt by His death on the cross and freed us from death by His

resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
People: Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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@1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev -er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart - felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.
People: Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your church by the sacrifice of

Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive with
thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily follow in His
way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



 WORD ¥

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 23:16-29
(The prophets bring words of warning from God.)

16 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Do not listen to what the prophets are
prophesying to you; they fill you with false hopes. They speak visions from their own
minds, not from the mouth of the LORD.

17 They keep saying to those who despise me, "The LORD says: You will have peace.'
And to all who follow the stubbornness of their hearts they say, 'No harm will come to
you.' ¥ But which of them has stood in the council of the LORD to see or to hear his
word? Who has listened and heard his word? !° See, the storm of the LORD will burst
out in wrath, a whirlwind swirling down on the heads of the wicked.

20 The anger of the LORD will not turn back until he fully accomplishes the purposes of
his heart. In days to come you will understand it clearly. ?' I did not send these prophets,
yet they have run with their message; I did not speak to them, yet they have prophesied.

22 But if they had stood in my council, they would have proclaimed my words to my
people and would have turned them from their evil ways and from their evil deeds.
2 "Am I only a God nearby," declares the LORD, "and not a God far away?

24 Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?" declares the LORD. "Do not
I fill heaven and earth?" declares the LORD. * "I have heard what the prophets say who
prophesy lies in my name. They say, 'Thad a dream! I had a dream!' 2 How long will this
continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own
minds? ¥ They think the dreams they tell one another will make my people forget my
name, just as their fathers forgot my name through Baal worship. 2 Let the prophet who
has a dream tell his dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For
what has straw to do with grain?" declares the LORD. # "Is not my word like fire,"
declares the LORD, "and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 119:81-88

Leader: My soul faints with longing for your salvation, but I have put my hope in
your word.

People: My eyes fail, looking for your promise; I say, "When will you comfort
me?"

Leader: Though I am like a wineskin in the smoke, I do not forget your decrees.

People: How long must your servant wait? When will you punish my
persecutors?

Leader: The arrogant dig pitfalls for me, contrary to your law.

People: All your commands are trustworthy; help me, for men persecute me

without cause.

Leader: They almost wiped me from the earth, but I have not forsaken your
precepts.
People: Preserve my life according to your love, and I will obey the statutes of

your mouth.

EPISTLE Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3
(Running the Christian race)

17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had
received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, '® even though God
had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." ' Abraham
reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac
back from death. % By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 2! By
faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he
leaned on the top of his staff.

22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from
Egypt and gave instructions about his bones. 2 By faith Moses' parents hid him for three
months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were
not afraid of the king's edict.?* By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be
known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.

(continued on next page)



% He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a short time. 2 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of
greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.
7 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him
who is invisible. ¢ By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the
destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel.

» By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the
Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned. * By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the
people had marched around them for seven days. 3! By faith the prostitute Rahab,
because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.

! Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who
endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM
“Hymn of Heaven” Phil Wickham, Bill Johnson

How I long, To breathe the air of Heaven,
Where pain is gone, And mercy fills the streets
To look upon, The One who bled to save me,
And walk with Him, For all eternity

[Chorus]

There will be a day, When all will bow before Him
There will be a day, When death will be no more
Standing face to face, With He who died and rose again
Holy, Holy is the Lord



And every prayer, We prayed in desperation

The songs of faith, We sang through doubt and fear
In the end, we’ll see that it was worth it

When He returns to wipe away our tears,

[Chorus]

And on that day, we join the resurrection
And stand beside the heroes of the faith
With one voice, a thousand generations
Sing, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain”

[Chorus]

So let it be today, We shout the hymn of Heaven

With angels and the saints, We raise a mighty roar

Glory to our God, Who gave us life beyond the grave

Holy, Holy is the Lord, Holy, Holy is the Lord, Holy, Holy is the Lord

Please stand

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:49-53

(Jesus speaks of His purpose of being on earth.)

# "] have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! * But I
have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! 5! Do you
think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 2 From now on there
will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against
three. * They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN
655  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Please stand
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Leader: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

+++ Special Intercessions + + +
Each concluding: Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Leader: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

OFFERING
During the offering, please sign the Record of Fellowship found at the end of each pew

“Prelude in F Major” J. S. Bach

Please stand
OFFERTORY
729 1 Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus

1 Iam trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.

3 Iam trusting Thee for cleansing
In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy
By Thy blood.

4 Iam trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev'ry day and hour supplying
All my need.

Text: Public domain



PRAYER

Leader: Blessed Lord, You have given us Your Holy Scriptures for our learning.
May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being
strengthened and comforted by Your holy Word, we may cling to the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
People: Amen.

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
664  Fight the Good Fight

POSTLUDE
“God of Grace” Paul Manz
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading;:
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-35
Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve
worldwide. www.zondervan.com Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523
Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2025 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Serving at Chapel

Preacher: Theodore Laesch
Liturgist: Charles Wallace
Lectors: 8:30 a.m. Marilyn Kreitner

11:00 a.m. John Zvirgzdins

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Emma Runser
11:00 a.m. Nathan Runser

Soloist: Nate Laesch
Instrumentalist: Nate Laesch, trumpet
Organist & Accompanist: David Eatherton

Elder of the Week: Glenn Lackey



