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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 
August 10, 2025 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.     

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Here is God’s message of hope for you today: by faith in Jesus, the Lord approves of 

you. Even more, the Lord has prepared a place for you—as He did with Abraham—to 

receive as an inheritance forever. Like Abraham, our lives may be challenging and 

frustrating. But no matter how difficult life may become, God’s people do not need to 

worry, because His kingdom is ours as a gift. Like Abraham, we rejoice that God is not 

ashamed to be called our God. By His Spirit we are made ready to respond faithfully in 

this place, awaiting the second coming of Christ and His Kingdom. 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “All Creatures of Our God and King”   arr. by Harold E. Burgmayer  

   

 
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 

 

Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 816 From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  

  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and   

  unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  

  what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  

  loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  

  ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For  

  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew  

  us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your  

  ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  

  sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of  

  Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
  

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

    Let all who hear 

    Now to His temple draw near, 

Joining in glad adoration! 

  

4 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

    Ponder anew 

    What the Almighty can do 

As with His love He befriends you. 

  

5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen 

    Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

People: Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your 

people who offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, 

and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                Genesis 15:1–6 

(God makes a special promise to Abraham.) 

  
1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:  

 

"Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward." 

 

 2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless 

and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You 

have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir."  

 
4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son 

coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look 

up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to 

him, "So shall your offspring be."  

 
6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM         Psalm 33:12-22 

Pastor: Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his 

inheritance. 

People: From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind;  

 

Pastor: from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth--he who forms 

the hearts of all, who considers everything they do.  

People: No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his 

great strength.  
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Pastor: A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite all its great strength it 

cannot save.  

People: But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose 

hope is in his unfailing love,  

 

Pastor:  to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine.  

People: We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.  

 

Pastor:  In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.  

People: May your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, even as we put our 

hope in you. 

 
 

 

EPISTLE                                                    Hebrews 11:1–16 

(The examples of faith exhibited by some of God’s people.) 

 
1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is 

what the ancients were commended for.  

 
3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what 

is seen was not made out of what was visible.  

 
4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended 

as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, 

even though he is dead.  

 
5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could 

not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was 

commended as one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, 

because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 

who earnestly seek him.  

 

(continued on next page) 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/11.html
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7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save 

his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness 

that comes by faith.  

 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  
9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he 

lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  
10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder 

is God.  

 
11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself was barren--was 

enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the 

promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  

 
13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 

things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they 

admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things 

show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the 

country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were 

longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 

their God, for he has prepared a city for them.  

        

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/11.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/11.html
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Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
                

HOLY GOSPEL                                                         Luke 12:22–34 

(Jesus calls His disciples to make serving Him the priority.) 

   
22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 

what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 Life is more than food, and 

the body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have 

no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than 

birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 26 Since you cannot do 

this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?  

 

27 "Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even 

Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes 

the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how 

much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what 

you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such 

things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these 

things will be given to you as well.  

 

32 "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 

kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves 

that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief 

comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.      
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN 
             726     Evening and Morning 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
 

 

Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

OFFERING 
During the offering, please sign the Record of Fellowship found at the end of each pew 

 

 

 
Please stand 

OFFERTORY 

 735 Have No Fear, Little Flock 
  

1 Have no fear, little flock; 

Have no fear, little flock, 

    For the Father has chosen 

    To give you the Kingdom; 

Have no fear, little flock! 

  

2 Have good cheer, little flock; 

Have good cheer, little flock, 

    For the Father will keep you 

    In His love forever; 

Have good cheer, little flock! 

 

(continued on next page) 
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3 Praise the Lord high above; 

Praise the Lord high above, 

    For He stoops down to heal you, 

    Uplift and restore you; 

Praise the Lord high above! 

  

4 Thankful hearts raise to God; 

Thankful hearts raise to God, 

    For He stays close beside you, 

    In all things works with you; 

Thankful hearts raise to God! 

 
Text: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-

EKAFZ 

 

 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

PREFACE 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 

grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and singing: 

 

 

 

   

SANCTUS (Holy, holy, holy) 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 
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AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes 

down the aisle. 
 

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants 

may take whichever is preferred.  If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the 

communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.  
  

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the 

alcohol in wine. 

 

  

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 736 Consider How the Birds Above 

 744 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 

 733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
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SILENT PRAYER 
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Lord God of mercy, I give You thanks for the body and blood of Your Son; for the Word by which 

You give me forgiveness; for Your promises by which You give me life.  May the gifts of Your 

heavenly banquet fortify me against the Evil One and strengthen me in the face of the world.  

Help me to live as one who hungers for Your grace, who thirsts after righteousness, who longs to 

taste of Your goodness, that I may sit at Your table at the heavenly feast which has no end.  In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lore, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 

 



 

15 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 813 Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng  
  

1 Rejoice, O pilgrim throng! 

    Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 

Your festal banner wave on high, 

    The cross of Christ your king. Refrain 

  

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

  

3 With all the angel choirs, 

    With all the saints on earth 

Pour out the strains of joy and bliss, 

    True rapture, noblest mirth. Refrain 

  

5 Still lift your standard high, 

    Still march in firm array, 

As pilgrims through the darkness wend 

    Till dawns the golden day. Refrain 

  

  7 Praise Him who reigns on high, 

    The Lord whom we adore: 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    One God forevermore. Refrain 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Jeremiah 23:16-29; Hebrew 11:17-31, 12:1-3; Luke 12:49-53 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve 

worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 

Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 

 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2025 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher & Liturgist   Theodore Laesch         
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Jen Schmidt 

     11:00 a.m.  Leon Steinbrueck                     
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Anna Zvirgzdins   

     11:00 a.m. Nyla Hill 
              

Instrumentalists:   Jake Laesch, Euphonium 

     Nate Laesch, Trumpet 

     Ted Laesch, Trumpet 

     Zeke Laesch, French Horn    

  

Organist & Accompanist:   David Eatherton  
                                  

Elder of the Week:   Jim Crosier      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


