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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!

To Our Visitors
We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! We are happy to have

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is
shared will assist you in the week ahead. If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you
would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home. May God bless your week!

Nursery

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for
your use. The worship service is broadcast to the nursery. An usher will be happy to show you
where it is located.

Sunday School and Bible Study
We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible
studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m. Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level. Check the

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations. An usher will be happy to take you to the
appropriate place.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross. If you have

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with
the Pastor before the service. Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a
blessing.

Sound Enhancement Devices
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available. Please ask an usher
for a personal receiver.

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of
North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ.




Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
August 16, 2026
11:00 a.m.

Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.

AS WE GATHER

Mercy takes many forms in the lessons for today: a door welcoming strangers into God’s
fellowship; a woman crying out for help for her daughter. As tempted as we are to
believe that we somehow earn or merit God’s kindness, we cannot escape the meaning
of mercy. God comes to us out of love and it is His love that forgives our sins, invites us
into His presence, and embraces our burdens as His own. Mercy takes many forms, but
it comes in the one person—Jesus Christ, our Lord!

PRELUDE
“In Christ There Is No East or West” Kevin Hildebrand

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be
spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some
may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a
verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile.



" PREPARATION %

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

Please stand

ENTRANCE HYMN
901  Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE

653 In Christ There Is No East or West
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1 In Christ there 18 no east or west,
3 So, broth - ers, sis - ters, praise His name
5 In Christ now meet both east and west;
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In Him no south or  north, But one great fel - low-
Who died to set us free From sin, di - vi - sion,
In Him meet south and north. All  Chris-tian souls are
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ship of love Through - out the whole wide earth.
hate, and shame, From spite and en - mi - ty!
one in Him Through - out the whole wide earth.

Text (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ
Text (sts. 1, 5) and tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray.

People: Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many

blessings even though we are undeserving. In every trial and
temptation grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving kindness and
mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



 WORD ¥

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

(Salvation for foreigners)

! This is what the LORD says: "Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is
close at hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed.

¢ And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to serve him, to love the name of the
LORD, and to worship him, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who
hold fast to my covenant-- 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in
my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for
my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations." ® The Sovereign LORD
declares-- he who gathers the exiles of Israel: "I will gather still others to them besides
those already gathered."

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



PSALM HYMN Psalm 67
0 God, Show Us Your Mercy 67E

10 God, show us your mer-cy and bless us with your grace;
2 For you will judge the peo-ples in truth and right-eous - ness,
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and cause toshine up -on us the bright-ness of your face,
your rule of per-fect jus-tice all na - tions will con - fess.
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that so yourwaymost ho - ly on earth may soon be known,
Let all the peo-ples praise you, let all  the na-tions sing;
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and un-to ev-'ty peo - ple your sav-ing grace be shown.
then earth in rich a - bun-dance to  us its fruit shall bring.

57 * 1

Let all the peo-ples praise you, let all the na - tions sing;
The Lord our God will bless wus, his rich-est bless - ing send,

in ev - 'ry land let prais - es and songs of glad-ness ring.
and all cre - a-tion praise him to earth’s re-mot - est end.

Text) The New Metrical Varsion of $he Pxaims, 5500, 3it., pudi doman THAXTED
Musie: Gustire Halst, alr., pudlic demain (A RLRIRERIR}]
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EPISTLE Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32
(Mercy for all)

T ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a
descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his people,
whom he foreknew.

13T am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make
much of my ministry ** in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy
and save some of them. '® For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what
will their acceptance be but life from the dead?

28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as
election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs,  for God's gifts and
his call are irrevocable. ¥ Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now
received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 3! so they too have now become
disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God's mercy to
you. 2 For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on
them all.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:21-28

(A foreigner’s daughter healed)

21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 2?2 A Canaanite
woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on
me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession."



2 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, "Send her
away, for she keeps crying out after us."

24 He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel."
% The woman came and knelt before him. "Lord, help me!" she said.

26 He replied, "It is not right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs."

7 "Yes, Lord," she said, "but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters'
table."

28 Then Jesus answered, "Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.”" And
her daughter was healed from that very hour.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN

770 What A Friend We Have in Jesus

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD



Please stand
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

++ + Special Intercessions + + +
Each concluding: Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

OFFERING g@ ' _" E

During the offering, please sign

the Record of Fellowship found LT

at the end of each pew E e !
Scan to give online

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” John Behnke



Please stand

OFFERTORY
779  Come, My Soul, with Every Care
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1 Come, my soul, with ev-’ry care, Je - sus loves to  an - swer prayer;

4 Lord, Thy rest to me im-part, Take pos-ses-sion of my heart;

6 Show me what is mine to do; Ev - ’ry hour my strength re - new.
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He Him-self has bid thee pray, There-fore will not turn a - way.
There Thy blood-bought right main-tain And with-out a 1 - val reign.
Let me live a life of faith; Let me die Thy peo-ple’s death.

Text and tune: Public domain

PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed Lord, You have given us Your Holy Scriptures for our learning.
May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being
strengthened and comforted by Your holy Word, we may cling to the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and % give you peace.
People: Amen.

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
829 Christ the Eternal Lord

POSTLUDE
“Christ the Eternal Lord” Michael Burkhardt
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading;:
Isaiah 51:1-6; Romans 11:33-12:8; Matthew 16:13-20
Find a devotional guide on the readings at https://chapelofthecross.org/devotions

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve
worldwide. www.zondervan.com Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523
Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2026 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Serving at Chapel

Preacher: Theodore Laesch
Liturgists: 5:00 p.m. Ellory Glenn
8:30 a.m. Justin Goodrich

11:00 a.m. Ellory Glenn

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. Bill Westbrook
11:00 a.m. Edem Ekpo

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Nathan Runser
11:00 a.m. Emma Runser
Organist: Timothy Mars
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 741-3737 www.chapelofthecross.org
Email: office@chapelofthecross.org

Worship and Christian Education
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m.
Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1 and 3 and 5" Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m.,
the 2" and 4" and 5" Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,
and the 1% and 3" and 5" Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth — 9:45 a.m.

Chapel Ministry Staff

Home Phone E-mail
Theodore Laesch, Pastor 314-355-0688  pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org
Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor 314-369-8014  ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
Justin Goodrich, Vicar 586-399-0058  vicarjustin@chapelofthecross.org
Timothy Mars, Director of Music 308-241-2012  timothy.mars@chapelofthecross.org
Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry 314-200-9797  bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org
Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant 314-921-1107  pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord. 314-355-0688  family@chapelofthecross.org

Missions

Chabpel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations:

*Friend of Moms *Lutheran Early Response Teams *Helping Hands Food Pantry
Lutheran Chaplains Lutheran Heritage Foundation Lutherans for Life
Concordia Seminary Friends of New Americans Shoebox Ministry
Day 3 Seeds L.AM.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries KFUO Radio

& Pilots

* indicates special emphasis in 2026

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the
English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
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