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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Second Sunday After Pentecost 
June 7, 2026 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.     

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
We do not deserve the attention God lavishes on us! As He calls us to Himself, we are on 

the receiving end of boundless love and mercy from Him, shown especially in the death 

and resurrection of our Lord, to whom we have been united. We share faith with 

Abraham, though the future may not be clear. Our sins brought Jesus to the cross, but 

the empty tomb invites us to eternal life. When the Pharisees questioned Jesus for eating 

with tax collectors and sinners, He admonished them in saying, “Those who are well 

have no need of a physician, but those who are sick” (Matthew 9:12). God calls those 

who need to be saved—sinners like us—with the gracious Good News proclaimed to us 

in worship this day. 

  

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “O Day of Rest and Gladness”         Michael Burkhardt  

   

       
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 

 

Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 906 O Day of Rest and Gladness 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  

  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and   

  unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  

  what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  

  loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  

  ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For  

  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew  

  us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your  

  ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  

  sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of  

  Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 811 Oh, That I had a Thousand Voices 
  

1 Oh, that I had a thousand voices 

    To praise my God with thousand tongues! 

My heart, which in the Lord rejoices, 

    Would then proclaim in grateful songs 

To all, wherever I might be, 

What great things God has done for me. 

  

2 O all you pow’rs that He implanted, 

    Arise, keep silence now no more; 

Put forth the strength that God has granted! 

    Your noblest work is to adore. 

O soul and body, join to raise 

With heartfelt joy our Maker’s praise. 

  

5 Creator, humbly I implore You 

    To listen to my earthly song 

Until that day when I adore You, 

    Together with the angel throng 

And learn with choirs of heav’n to sing 

Eternal anthems to my King. 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-

EKAFZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 4 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

People: Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to 

seek and to save the lost. Graciously open our ears and our hearts to 

hear His call and to follow Him by faith that we may feast with Him 

forever in His kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                Hosea 5:15–6:6 

(God promises to go to His people.) 

  
15 Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my 

face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me." 

 
1 "Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has 

injured us but he will bind up our wounds. 2 After two days he will revive us; on the 

third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence. 3 Let us acknowledge the 

LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he 

will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth." 4 "What 

can I do with you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? Your love is like the 

morning mist, like the early dew that disappears. 5 Therefore I cut you in pieces with my 

prophets, I killed you with the words of my mouth; my judgments flashed like lightning 

upon you. 6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than 

burnt offerings. 
  

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE                                                          Romans 4:13–25 

(We are saved by the faith given to us, not our own designs.) 

 
13 It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he 

would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if 

those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless,  
15 because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.  

 
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 

guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring--not only to those who are of the law but also to 

those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: "I have 

made you a father of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he 

believed--the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they 

were.  

 
18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, 

just as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 19 Without weakening in his 

faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead--since he was about a hundred 

years old--and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through 

unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory 

to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.  
22 This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness." 23 The words "it was credited to 

him" were written not for him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will credit 

righteousness--for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.  
25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.  

               

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/4.html
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HYMN  
 671 Sing With All the Saints in Glory 

 

(Choir Alone)  

1 Sing with all the saints in glory, 

    Sing the resurrection song! 

Death and sorrow, earth’s dark story, 

    To the former days belong. 

All around the clouds are breaking; 

    Soon the storms of time shall cease; 

In God’s likeness we awaken, 

    Knowing everlasting peace. 

 

2 Oh, what glory, far exceeding 

    All that eye has yet perceived! 

Holiest hearts for ages pleading 

    Never that full joy conceived. 

God has promised, Christ prepares it; 

    There on high our welcome waits. 

Ev’ry humble spirit shares it, 

    Christ has passed the_eternal gates. 

  

(Congregation)  

3 Life eternal! Heav’n rejoices: 

    Jesus lives who once was dead. 

Shout with joy, O deathless voices! 

    Child of God, lift up your head! 

Life eternal! Oh, what wonders 

    Crowd on faith; what joy unknown, 

When, amid earth’s closing thunders, 

    Saints shall stand before the throne! 

 
Text: Public domain 
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Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
                

HOLY GOSPEL                                                      Matthew 9:9–13 

(Jesus accepts people who know they are sinners, but He opposes those who are proud.) 

 
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's 

booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 10 While Jesus 

was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate 

with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, 

"Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 12 On hearing this, Jesus 

said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this 

means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners."       
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

  
 

HYMN 

             702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/9.html
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Please stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 
COMMISSIONING AND INSTALLATION OF MR. TIMOTHY MARS 

 

  

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 
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OFFERING 

 
During the offering, please sign 

the Record of Fellowship found  

at the end of each pew 
Scan to give online 

  

 

ANTHEM  
 “How Can I Keep From Singing”    Words and Music by Robert Lowry  

                    setting by Ryan Meyer 

My life flows on in endless song; 

Above earth’s lamentation, 

I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 

That hails a new creation. 

 

Refrain 

No storm can shake my inmost calm 

While to that Rock I’m clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 

How can I keep from singing? 

 

Through all the tumult and the strife, 

I hear that music ringing. 

It finds an echo in my soul. 

How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 

 

What though my joys and comforts die? 

The Lord, my Savior, liveth. 

What though the darkness gather round? 

Songs in the night He giveth.  Refrain 

 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 

A fountain ever springing! 

All things are mine since I am His! 

How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 
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Please stand 

OFFERTORY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER  
Pastor: Almighty God, we thank You for teaching us the things You want us to 

believe and do. Help us by Your Holy Spirit to keep Your Word in pure 

hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and 

comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 

 

  
POSTLUDE 

 “Fanfare”              R. Mark Otterstad 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Exodus 19:2-8; Romans 5:6-15; Matthew 9:35-10:8 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at  https://chapelofthecross.org/devotions 

 
 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve 

worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 

Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 

 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2026 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://chapelofthecross.org/devotions
http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Rev. Kenneth Mars        
 

Liturgist:    Rev. Theodore Laesch       
 

Lector:      Rev. Mark Moldenhauer                    
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Bella Moss   

     11:00 a.m. Plaseyh Hallowanger     
 

Choir:     11:00 a.m. Choral Singers 
                            

Instrumentalists:   Johnathan Clayton, trumpet 

     Al Stith, trumpet 

     Lynda Christian, oboe 

     Zoe Laesch, flute 

     Craig Schlichtmann, clarinet 
    

Director:    Matt McEuen 
 

Organists:     5:00 p.m. Rev. Scott Schilbe 

     8:30 a.m. John Frank 

     11:00 a.m. John Frank 
 

Accompanist:      11:00 a.m. John Frank 
                                  

Director of the Week:   Charlie Kinder 
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                          Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                    314-355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor               314-369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Charles Wallace, Vicar                                  985-852-7958       vicarchuck@chapelofthecross.org 

Timothy Mars, Director of Music   308-241-2012       timothy.mars@chapelofthecross.org        

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry  314-200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                 314-921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord. 314-355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*Friend of Moms     *Lutheran Early Response Teams                           *Helping Hands Food Pantry   

Lutheran Chaplains  Lutheran Heritage Foundation            Lutherans for Life      

Concordia Seminary             Friends of New Americans            Shoebox Ministry 

Day 3 Seeds                            L.A.M.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries            KFUO Radio       

    & Pilots  

                                                                                                       

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2026 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
mailto:vicarchuck@chapelofthecross.org

