
Underdog: Under God - Ahab 

Icebreaker: Have you ever wanted something so much that you were willng to do just 
about anything to get it? What happened?   
 

Some time later there was an incident involving a vineyard belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite.  
The vineyard was in Jezreel, close to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.  Ahab said to Naboth, 

“Let me have your vineyard to use for a vegetable garden, since it is close to my palace.  In 
exchange I will give you a better vineyard or, if you prefer, I will pay you whatever it is worth.”  
But Naboth replied, “The LORD forbid that I should give you the inheritance of my fathers.”  So 

Ahab went home, sullen and angry…He lay on his bed sulking and refused to eat. 
(1 Kings 21:1-4) 

 
• Naboth: obedience can bring unfair tragedy – “Jezebel his wife said, ‘Is this how you 

act as king over Israel?  Get up and eat!  Cheer up.  I’ll get you the vineyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite.’”  (1 Kings 21:7) 

 
So they took him outside the city and stoned him to death.  (1 Kings 21:13b) – It was risky for 
Naboth to uphold God’s law. In similar fashion, how is it risky to be a follower of Jesus Christ 
these days? Have you personally experienced an unfair treatment? If so, how did you respond? 

 
M Note: you dance with fire; it dings your soul  – “Ahab…married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal 
king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and worship him.”  (1 Kings 16:31) – In what area 
do you/have you dabbled with fire? What are/were the potential risks in it?  
 
(There was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD, urged on 
by Jezebel his wife.  He behaved in the vilest manner by going after idols…)  (1 Kings 21:25-26) 

 
• Elijah: disobedience can bring painful confrontation – “Ahab said to Elijah, ‘So you 

have found me, my enemy!’  ‘I have found you,’ he answered, ‘because you have sold 
yourself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD.’”  (1 Kings 21:20) How do you respond 
when you are confronted with truth? Do you ever feel sometimes the truth feels like the 
“enemy?” Is there anyone you know who may need to hear the truth?  

 
• Ahab: repentance will bring unmerited mercy – “When Ahab heard these words, he tore 

his clothes, put on sackcloth and fasted…Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the 
Tishbite: ‘Have you noticed how Ahab has humbled himself before me?  Because he has 
humbled himself, I will not bring this disaster in his day, but I will bring it on his house in 
the days of his son.’”  (1 Kings 21:27a, 28) – Ahab, as evil as he was, was pardoned by 
God and God relents on judgment. Knowing Ahab’s evil character, how does it make you 
feel that God would do that? What do you learn about the character of God as a result. 

 
LIn Jesus a better “Naboth” came to rescue all of the “Ahabs” – “…Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners – of whom I am the worst.  But for that very reason I was shown mercy so 
that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display His unlimited patience as an example 
for those who would believe on Him and receive eternal life.”  (1 Tim. 1:15-16) -  God forgave 
and relented on judgment against Ahab. Is there anyone who seems impossible for God to reach 
with his mercy (“the worst of sinners”). Maybe it is you. Does Ahab’s story give you a bit of 
hope for that person? Why or why not?  
 
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  (Luke 6:36) – How and/or to whom do you need to 

extend mercy? 


