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Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as He had said, and the LORD 
did for Sarah what He had promised.  Sarah became pregnant and 

bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had 
promised him.  (Gen. 21:1-2) 

 
• Sarah: If you don’t make peace with your past, you grow 

bitter and resentful – “But Sarah saw that the son whom 
Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, and 
she said to Abraham, ‘Get rid of that slave woman and her 
son, for that slave woman’s son will never share in the 
inheritance with my son Isaac.’”  (Gen. 21:9-10) 

 
• Abraham: God is in the details of your dilemmas – “The 

matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his 
son.  But God said to him, ‘Do not be so distressed about the 
boy and your maidservant.  Listen to whatever Sarah tells 
you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be 
reckoned.  I will make the son of the maidservant into a nation 
also, because he is your offspring.’”  (Gen. 21:11-13) 

 
“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall 
to the ground apart from the will of your Father.  And even the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered.  So don’t be afraid; you are 

worth more than many sparrows.”  (Matt. 10:29-31) 
 

• Ishmael: What needs to walk out of your life? – “Early the 
next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water 
and gave them to Hagar.  He set them on her shoulders and 
then sent her off with the boy.  She went on her way and 
wandered in the desert of Beersheba.” (Gen. 21:14) 

   
 

• Hagar: God will care for you in your loneliness – “When 
the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of 
the bushes.  Then she went off and sat down nearby, about a 
bowshot away, for she thought, ‘I cannot watch the boy die.’  
And as she sat there nearby, she began to sob.  God heard 
the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from 
heaven and said to her, ‘What is the matter, Hagar?  Do not 
be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there.  Lift 
the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a 
great nation.’”  (Gen. 21:15-18) 
 

“A bruised reed He will not break, and a smoldering wick He will not 
snuff out, till He leads justice to victory.”  (Matt. 12:20) 

 
The tale of two sons leaves us with two choices: self-reliance or 
God-dependence… 
 

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise.  At that time 
the son born in the ordinary way persecuted the son born by the 

power of the Spirit.  It is the same now.  But what does the Scripture 
say?  “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s 

son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.”  
Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave woman, but of 
the free woman.  It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand 
firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of 

slavery.  (Gal. 4:28-5:1) 
 

 


