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Mission: “expanding the tent” so more people can come
home...

Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do
not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. For
you will spread out to the right and to the left. (Isaiah 54:2-3)

Mission is...

e Rooted in the heart of God - “.../ am coming to gather all
nations and tongues; and they shall come and shall see my
glory, and | will set a sign among them. And from them |
will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Put, and
Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the
coastlands afar off, that have not heard my fame or seen
my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the
nations.” (Isaiah 66:18-19 RSV)

¢ Reaching people in need of God - “/ am sending you to
them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who
are sanctified by faith in me.” (Acts 26:17b-18)

And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We
are therefore Christ’'s ambassadors, as though God were making
His appeal through us. (2 Cor. 5:19b-20a)

e Motivated by the love of God — “For Christ’s love compels
us, because we are convinced that one died for all...”
(2 Cor. 5:14)

e Accomplished through the people of God — “Dear friend,
you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, even
though they are strangers to you. They have told the
church about your love. You will do well to send them on
their way in a manner worthy of God. It was for the sake of
the Name that they went out, receiving no help from the
pagans. We ought therefore to show hospitality to such
men so that we may work together for the truth.”

(3 John 5-8)

§ The mark of an effective church is not merely its seating
capacity, but rather its sending capacity — “But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you,; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. (Matt. 16:18)



