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Craig	Smith	•	August	2,	2026	•	Acts	20-28	–	Leadership	

Acts	20-28	offer	us	kingdom	leadership	lessons	from	the
example	of	Paul…	

•	Prioritize	calling	over	comfort	–	“And	now,	compelled	by	the
Spirit,	I	am	going	to	Jerusalem,	not	knowing	what	will	happen	to	me
there.	I	only	know	that	in	every	city	the	Holy	Spirit	warns	me	that
prison	and	hardships	are	facing	me.	However,	I	consider	my	life	worth
nothing	to	me,	if	only	I	may	finish	the	race	and	complete	the	task	the
Lord	Jesus	has	given	me	–	the	task	of	testifying	to	the	gospel	of	God’s
grace.”	(Acts	20:22-24)	

•	Remember	you’re	not	alone	in	the	fight	–	“The	dispute
became	so	violent	that	the	commander	was	afraid	Paul	would	be	torn
to	pieces	by	them.	He	ordered	the	troops	to	go	down	and	take	him
away	from	them	by	force	and	bring	him	into	the	barracks.	The
following	night	the	Lord	stood	near	Paul	and	said,	‘Take	courage!	As
you	have	testified	about	me	in	Jerusalem,	so	you	must	also	testify	in
Rome.’”	(Acts	23:10-11)	

•	Use	your	life	to	provoke	spiritual	thought	–	“A	few	days	later
King	Agrippa	and	Bernice	arrived	at	Caesarea	to	pay	their	respects	to
Festus.	Since	they	were	spending	many	days	there,	Festus	discussed
Paul’s	case	with	the	king…Then	Agrippa	said	to	Festus,	‘I	would	like	to
hear	this	man	myself.’	He	replied,	‘Tomorrow	you	will	hear	him.’”	(Acts
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25:13-14,	22)	

•	Leverage	your	circumstances	for	the	gospel	–	“Then	Agrippa
said	to	Paul,	‘Do	you	think	that	in	such	a	short	time	you	can	persuade
me	to	be	a	Christian?’	Paul	replied,	‘Short	time	or	long	–	I	pray	to	God
that	not	only	you	but	all	who	are	listening	to	me	today	may	become
what	I	am,	except	for	these	chains.’”	(Acts	26:28-29)	

•	Anchor	your	faith	in	God’s	sovereign	guidance**	–	“After	the
men	had	gone	a	long	time	without	food,	Paul	stood	up	before	them
and	said,	‘Men,	you	should	have	taken	my	advice	not	to	sail	from
Crete;	then	you	would	have	spared	yourselves	this	damage	and	loss.
But	now	I	urge	you	to	keep	up	your	courage,	because	not	one	of	you
will	be	lost;	only	the	ship	will	be	destroyed.	Last	night	an	angel	of	the
God	whose	I	am	and	whom	I	serve	stood	beside	me	and	said,	‘Do	not
be	afraid,	Paul.	You	must	stand	trial	before	Caesar;	and	God	has
graciously	given	you	the	lives	of	all	who	sail	with	you.’	So	keep	up	your
courage,	men,	for	I	have	faith	in	God	that	it	will	happen	just	as	he	told
me.	Nevertheless,	we	must	run	aground	on	some	island.’”	(Acts
27:21-26)	

•	Live	sent	–	“For	two	whole	years	Paul	stayed	there	in	his	own
rented	house	and	welcomed	all	who	came	to	see	him.	Boldly	and
without	hindrance	he	preached	the	kingdom	of	God	and	taught	about
the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.”	(Acts	28:30-31)	

“But	you	will	receive	power	when	the	Holy	Spirit	comes	on	you;	and
you	will	be	my	witnesses	in	Jerusalem,	and	in	all	Judea	and	Samaria,
and	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.”	(Acts	1:8)


