
1 
 

Pentecostal Teaching Breakdown 

Revelation 2:12–17 
The Message to the Church in Pergamum 

Text: Book of Revelation 2:12–17 

귲귳귴귵귶귷 Revelation 2:12–17 (AMP) 

“And to the angel (divine messenger) of the church in Pergamum write: 
These are the words of Him who has and wields the sharp two-edged sword [in judgment]: 

‘I know where you dwell, where Satan sits enthroned; yet you are holding fast My name, and you did 
not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed 
(martyred) among you, where Satan dwells. 

But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who are holding to the teaching 
of Balaam… to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit sexual immorality. 

So you also have some who in the same way are holding to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 

Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the 
sword of My mouth. 

He who has an ear, let him hear and heed what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone with a new name 
engraved on the stone…’” 

 

I. Historical & Spiritual Context 

 Pergamum 

Pergamum (modern Bergama, Turkey) was: 

 A major center of imperial (Caesar) worship 
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Verse 12 

“These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword…” 

The Two-Edged Sword 

Greek: rhomphaia distomos 

 Large Thracian sword 
 Symbol of judgment and authority 

In Revelation 2:12; 19:15 and 1:16, a "sharp sword" (Greek: rhomphaia or machaira) proceeds from 
Jesus' mouth to judge nations. This symbolizes the powerful, dividing word of God and divine truth. 
While often interpreted symbolically, some scholars note it evokes the imagery of a large Thracian 
war blade, emphasizing swift, decisive judgment.  
 
Key Details on the Sword in Revelation: 

 Symbolic Meaning: The sword represents the word of Christ, acting as a weapon of truth, 
justice, and judgment against evil. 

 Context: It appears in visions where Jesus, as the Faithful and True rider, strikes down 
nations and rules with an iron rod. 

 Terminology: While rhomphaia (a long Thracian spear or sword) is used to describe the blade 
from Christ's mouth, machaira (a large stabbing knife/sword) is mentioned in context with the 
red horseman of war in Revelation 6:4. 

 Contextual Interpretation: Some interpretations connect the imagery of a "large sword" 
(rhomphaia) to the violent, large blades used by Thracian warriors, emphasizing the absolute 
authority and destructive power of Christ's word in the final battle. 

 Purpose: It is not a literal physical sword but symbolizes the power of God's word to convict 
and destroy falsehood. 

Pentecostal Emphasis: 

 Christ’s Word is judicial and prophetic 
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Compare Hebrews 4:12 AMP 

12 For the word of God is living and active and full of power [making it operative, energizing, and 
effective]. It is sharper than any two-edged [a]sword, penetrating as far as the division of the [b]soul and 
spirit [the completeness of a person], and of both joints and marrow [the deepest parts of our nature], 
exposing and judging the very thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

 The same Jesus revealed in Book of Revelation 1 now confronts compromise 

This is not gentle correction — this is covenantal warning. 

In biblical theology, a covenantal warning refers to the serious admonitions God gives to His people 
regarding the consequences of breaking their sacred agreement (covenant) with Him. These 
warnings are typically framed as "curses" that follow a failure to maintain loyalty, contrasting with 
the "blessings" promised for obedience 

 

 Verse 13 

“I know your works… where Satan’s throne is… you hold fast My name… did not deny My faith even 
in the days in which Antipas…” 

“Satan’s Throne” 

Pentecostal Interpretation: 

 Territorial principality (Ephesians 6:12 framework) 

Ephesians 6:12 AMP 

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], 
but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this [present] darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) places. 

 A spiritual stronghold influencing culture 

Antipas 

Likely a martyr under Roman persecution. 
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Pentecostal Emphasis: 

 Faithfulness under persecution 
 Power of testimony unto death 
 Church can endure external persecution 

Key principle: 

External persecution did not destroy them. Internal compromise almost did. 

 Home to a massive altar to Zeus 
 A center of healing worship connected to Asclepius (serpent symbolism) 

Jesus calls it: 

“Where Satan’s throne is” (v.13) 

In Revelation 2:13, "Satan's throne" (or seat) refers to the city of Pergamum (or Pergamon) in Asia 
Minor, a major hub of Roman imperial cult worship, idolatry, and pagan temples. The phrase 
highlights the severe spiritual opposition faced by Christians there, including the martyrdom of 
Antipas.  
Key Details Regarding "Satan's Throne": 

 Location: Pergamum was a primary center for the imperial cult (emperor worship) and the 
seat of Roman power in the region, making it a focal point for persecution. 

 Pagan Center: The city housed numerous temples to gods like Zeus, Athena, Dionysus, and 
Asclepius (the serpent-god). 

 The Altar of Zeus: The "throne" is often associated with the massive Great Altar of Zeus at 
Pergamum, which dominated the acropolis. 

 Symbolism: It represents a deeply entrenched, anti-Christian, and idolatrous culture where 
believers were forced to choose between loyalty to Christ or the state.  

The phrase emphasizes that the church in Pergamum remained faithful to Jesus despite living in 
the heart of, or "where Satan dwells". 

From a Pentecostal perspective: 

 This represents territorial spiritual authority 
 Strongholds of idolatry and demonic influence 
 A prophetic picture of end-time political-religious systems 
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 Verses 14–15 

“You have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam… to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to 
commit sexual immorality… the doctrine of the Nicolaitans…” 

Here is the real issue. 

 

The Doctrine of Balaam 

Reference: Numbers 22–25; 31:16 

This text is from Revelation 2:14–15, part of Jesus' message to the church in Pergamum. It 
identifies two specific internal threats: the "teaching of Balaam" and the "doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans".  

The Doctrine of Balaam 
This refers to a strategy of spiritual compromise and seduction.  
1 

 Historical Context: In the Old Testament, when the prophet Balaam could not curse Israel 
directly, he advised King Balak to use Moabite women to entice Israeli men into sexual 
immorality and the worship of idols. 

 The "Stumbling Block": In Pergamum, this symbolized leading believers into "idolatrous 
feasts"—often connected to Roman Emperor worship or pagan temple rituals—and physical or 
spiritual "fornication". 

 Purpose: It aimed to neutralize the church's distinct holiness by making believers 
indistinguishable from the surrounding pagan culture.  

The Doctrine of the Nicolaitans 
While historical details about the Nicolaitans are scarce, they are often linked to the same sins of 
compromise.  

 Theological Error: Many commentators describe their teaching as antinomianism—the belief 
that because of "Christian freedom" or grace, believers were no longer bound by moral laws 
and could participate in pagan rituals without spiritual harm. 

 Etymology: The name Nikolaos is a compound of the Greek words for "conquer" (nikao) and 
"people" (laos). Some interpret this as a group seeking to lord it over the laity or "conquer" the 
faith through worldly compromise. 

 Divine Reaction: Jesus explicitly states that He hates this doctrine because it destroys the 
church's spiritual power and integrity from within.  
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Connection and Modern Application 
Bible scholars frequently view these two doctrines as either identical or highly similar versions of 
the same heresy: syncretism (the blending of Christian faith with worldly or pagan practices).  
 
Today, this is often applied as a warning against: 

 Twisted Grace: Using the concept of grace as a license for unrepentant sin. 

 Cultural Conformity: Blurring moral lines to gain social acceptance or avoid persecution. 

 Spiritual Adultery: Attempting to serve both God and modern "idols" like wealth or cultural 
status.  

Pentecostal Application: 

 Compromise with culture 
 Mixture of Spirit and world 
 Spiritual adultery 
 Previously mentioned in 2:6 (Ephesus hated it). 

Greek word for sexual immorality: porneia 
Implies covenantal unfaithfulness. 

This is not just immorality — it is spiritual mixture. 

 
 

 Verse 16 – The Warning 

“Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.” 

This verse is Revelation 2:16, part of a message from  
Jesus Christ  to the church in Pergamum  (also called Pergamos). In this context, Jesus is 
addressing a congregation that remained faithful during intense persecution but had begun to 
tolerate false teachings and moral compromise within its ranks.  
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Key Meanings and Context 
 

 The Command to Repent: Jesus calls the church to "repent"—a literal change of mind and 
heart—specifically for allowing the "doctrine of Balaam" and the "Nicolaitans" to exist among 
them. 

 "Come to You Quickly": This does not necessarily refer to the final Second Coming, but rather 
a swift, direct disciplinary action or "visitation" if the church fails to address its internal 
issues. 

 "Fight Against Them": Jesus distinguishes between the church itself ("you") and the 
unrepentant members holding false doctrines ("them"). He warns that He will personally 
intervene to judge those causing spiritual harm. 

 "The Sword of My Mouth": This is a recurring symbol in Revelation (see Revelation 
1:16 and Revelation 19:15) representing the Word of God. 

o It is "living and active" and "sharper than any double-edged sword" (Hebrews 4:12). 

o It symbolizes the authoritative and irresistible power of Christ’s spoken truth to 
execute judgment and discern the heart.  

 

Pentecostal Theology Insight: 

 Jesus fights His own church when covenant is violated. 
 Judgment begins at the house of God (1 Peter 4:17). 

1 Peter 4:17 AMP 

17 For it is the time [destined] for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it 
begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not respect or believe or obey 
the gospel of God? 

 

Notice: 
He does not say He will remove their lampstand (like Ephesus). 
He says He will fight those compromising. 

Prophetic Parallel: 
End-time separation within the visible church. 
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 Verse 17 – The Promise to Overcomers 

Three powerful symbols. 

 
Revelation 2:17 
 promises three rewards to those who "overcome": hidden manna, a white stone, and a new name. 
These symbols emphasize an intimate, personal relationship with God and the eternal security of 
the believer.  

1. Hidden Manna 
 Symbolism: Represents spiritual sustenance and divine provision, mirroring the manna that 

fed the Israelites in the wilderness. 

 Intimacy: Refers to a "hidden" communion with Christ that the world cannot see or 
understand. 

 Heavenly Nature: Some commentaries link it to the pot of manna stored within the Ark of the 
Covenant in the Holy of Holies, accessible only to God's presence.  

2. The White Stone 
The exact meaning is debated, but it typically draws from ancient Greco-Roman and Jewish 
customs:  

 Acquittal: In ancient courts, a white stone (psephos) was cast for a "not guilty" verdict, while a 
black stone meant conviction. 

 Admission: Victors in athletic games often received a white stone as a "ticket" to special 
banquets, symbolizing entry into the Messianic feast. 

 Purity: The color white symbolizes holiness, righteousness, and the believer's transformed 
state. 

3. The New Name 
 Transformed Identity: Signifies a new status in God's kingdom, similar to how Abram became 

Abraham or Jacob became Israel. 

 Exclusive Relationship: The phrase "which no one knows except the one who receives it" 
underscores a deeply private and unique bond between the individual and Christ. 

 Recognition: Represents how God sees the believer's true character and victory, often viewed 
as an eternal affirmation of their journey.  
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Prophetic / End-Time Placement 
Pentecostal Prophetic Timeline View: 

Pergamum represents: 

 Church age where Christianity married political power 

Future parallel: 

 Religious system aligned with political power (Rev 13–17 framework) 
 Compromise before tribulation climax 

Connection to: 

 Daniel 7 (beast systems) 
 Daniel 9 (covenant corruption) 

 

Major Pentecostal Themes in This Passage 

Theme Application 
Spiritual Warfare Territorial strongholds 
Martyr Faithfulness Overcoming persecution 
Doctrinal Purity Guard against mixture 
Repentance Corporate responsibility 
Remnant Reward Hidden manna reserved for faithful 

 

 “Faithful in Satan’s City” 

1. The Christ Who Judges (v.12) 
2. The Church That Endures (v.13) 
3. The Compromise That Corrupts (v.14–15) 
4. The Call to Repent (v.16) 
5. The Reward of the Remnant (v.17) 
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 Key Prophetic Warning for Today 
Pergamum teaches: 

The greatest threat to the church is not persecution. 
It is seduction. 

The Spirit-filled church must: 

 Reject mixture 
 Refuse cultural immorality 
 Resist institutional corruption 
 Remain prophetically pure 

 


