INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER UNIVERSITY — MIKE BICKLE
THE BRIDE OF CHRIST: GROWING IN INTIMACY WITH GOD

II.

Session 3 Understanding the Bridegroom Message

REVIEW FROM SESSION 2

A.

D.

The wedding of the Lamb is coming, and Jesus is returning for a “prepared Bride” (Rev. 19:7).

’“For the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” (Rev. 19:7)

The cry to “come” (Rev. 22:17) has an upward and outward dimension to it. There is an outward
cry to people to come to Jesus as the Bridegroom King and an upward cry in prayer to Jesus that is
a 3-fold prayer that Jesus would come near us in intimacy, fo us in revival, and for us in the sky.
The final prayer and prophecy in the Word is related to encountering Jesus as Bridegroom King!

"The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come!”...let him who thirsts come...”’ He who testifies to these
things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! (Rev. 22:17, 20)

Seeing Jesus as the Bridegroom God enables us to see ourselves as His cherished Bride. He cleanses
the Church, washing her with the Word, especially revealing how He cherishes her (Eph. 5:29).
As the redeemed feel cherished, they are empowered to walk in obedience and resist compromise.

26,..that He might...cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, ?’that He might present
her to Himself a glorious church...”’ For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. (Eph. 5:26-29)

Jesus will wash defilement, unbelief, dullness, heaviness, fear, boredom, dullness off the Bride by
the water of the Word as it is spoken, sung, read, written, and received in dreams and visions, etc.

WHAT IS THE BRIDEGROOM MESSAGE? INTIMACY WITH GOD

A.

The Bridegroom message is a call to intimacy with God by encountering His heart and walking in
partnership with Him in a spirit of abandonment. The Spirit reveals to us the deep things of God’s
heart—His emotions and commitments—and empowers us to respond in wholehearted love.

0The Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God..."*'we have received...the Spirit...that
we might know [experience] the things that have been freely given to us by God. (1 Cor. 2:10-12)

His emotions for us: It starts with experiencing Jesus’ heart—His emotions and affections for us.

1. Affections: Jesus feels the intensity of love for us that the Father feels for Him (Jn. 15:9).
He loves us with His all, and He wants this from us. We are empowered to walk in “fullness”
by encountering Jesus’ love (Eph. 3:18-19). How could Someone as glorious as Jesus love
someone as weak as I am? Why would someone like me not fully love Someone like Him?

“A4s the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.” (Jn. 15:9)

18 ..you may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and
depth and height—""to know [experience] the love [affections] of Christ which passes
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph. 3:18-19)
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2. Gladness: Jesus’ heart of gladness surpasses everyone in all of history (Heb. 1:9). But much
of church history has viewed God as mostly mad or sad in His relationship with us.

’God has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions. (Heb. 1:9)

3. Generosity: The tone of Jesus’ relational style is generosity, joy, delight, and pleasure.
“I do not want to simply live the Christian life; I want to love living it” (Sam Storms).

"Tn Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
(Ps. 16:11)

84nd You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures. (Ps. 36:8)

“The Lord takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the humble... (Ps. 149:4)

4.  Delight: Jesus delights in relating to His people. The biblical vision of the Christian life is a
lifestyle of enjoying God with confidence that He delights in relating to us (Ps. 18:19; 27:4;
36:8; 37:4; 149:4). The Bridegroom message highlights how our love moves Jesus’ heart.

*You [see your name here] shall be called Hephzibah...for the LORD delights in you...
3As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. (Isa. 62:4-5)

He delivered me because He delighted in me. (Ps. 18:19)

5. Cherishing: The Church is cleansed by experiencing Jesus’ cherishing heart (Eph. 5:26-29).
6.  Jealousy: Jesus is jealous that we enter into the fullness of our relationship with Him.

14%You shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.”
(Ex. 34:14)

‘Whoever wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God...’The Spirit
who dwells in us yearns jealously? (Jas. 4:4-5)

7.  Zealous: Jesus, as the Bridegroom, is zealous for our safety, and honor, etc. (Zech. 1:14; 8:2).
In His zeal, He will destroy all that hinders love. Jesus intervenes to fight against that which
injures His Bride. He rescues, protects, and vindicates His Bride.

14T am zealous for Zion with great zeal; with great fervor I am zealous for her.” (Zech. 8:1)

C.  Jesus is a Bridegroom King—He is a King with power and a Bridegroom with desire. Bridegroom
describes the essence of who He is and what His personality is like. By nature, He is a Bridegroom,;
by position and function, He is a King. Being King describes what He does. Being the Bridegroom
describes His heart and being. He has the personality of a Bridegroom and the function of a King.

A king gives commands and mandates; a bridegroom desires conversation and dialogue.
A king shows how great his power is; a bridegroom shares how deep his heart loves.

A king wants obedience; a bridegroom wants partnership.

A king wants diligent service; a bridegroom wants to be with his bride.
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D.

His beauty: Jesus possesses indescribable beauty that fascinates our hearts. God created us with a
longing to be fascinated and filled with wonder—this happens most in our relationship with God.

1. The Spirit will emphasize Jesus’ beauty in the generation of His return (Isa. 33:17). The Spirit
escorts us on a divine treasure hunt into Jesus’ beauty. This is glorious, divine entertainment.

7Your eyes will see the King in His beauty. (Isa. 33:17)

2. Without a sense of awe in our relationship with God we will live spiritually bored.
A spiritually bored believer is weak and more vulnerable to Satan’s tactics. A fascinated
believer who is preoccupied with God’s beauty is spiritually strong and equipped to stand.

His secrets: Jesus will share the secrets of His heart with His Bride (Ps. 25:14). We can know and
be known by Jesus in a similar way to how He knows the Father (Jn. 10:15).

"The secret of the LORD is with those who fear Him. (Ps. 25:14)

H4I know My own, and My own know Me, "even as the Father knows Me and I know the
Father.” (Jn. 10:14-15, NASB)

1. Intimacy with God involves His loving knowledge of us that has no fear of shame in it.

7L ove has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of
judgment..."*There is no fear [of shame] in love; but perfect love casts out fear.
(1Jn. 4:17-18)

2. We are known by God in the sense of God seeing and valuing what others do not see in us.

’But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn
again to the weak and beggarly elements [of this world]...? (Gal. 4:9)

His commitments to us: He will share His heart, home, throne, secrets, and beauty, and He works
all things together for our good (Rom. 8:28), being committed to our eternal success and greatness.

7“You have crowned him with glory and honor.” (Heb. 2:7)

We refuse all sensual overtones to the Bride of Christ message. Jesus is not our lover or boyfriend.
We do not go on “dates” with Jesus. Receiving the “kiss of God’s Word” (Song 1:2) is not kissing
Jesus! The spiritual interpretation of the Song of Solomon must not be sexualized in any way.

Partnership: Jesus wants us to be “with Him” and to work “with Him” in building the kingdom.
Pray that you “see” what He sees and that you “feel” what He feels when He looks at you.

““Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am.” (Jn. 17:24)

1.  We work with Him, not just for Him. He wants to talk with us every step of the way.

214To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me [Jesus] on My throne.” (Rev. 3:21)

2. Jesus took Peter, James, and John to be “with Him” in His sorrow (Mt. 26:38).

3’And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee...’*Then He said to them,
“My soul is exceedingly sorrowful...Stay here and watch with Me.” (Mt. 26:37-38)
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L. Jesus engages in an intimate relationship with His people—He rejoices with us in celebrating our
triumphs and weeps with us in the sense of sharing our pain in our failures, losses, troubles, etc.
He has knowledge of our love, victories, passions, sacrifices, pains, struggles, and dreams.

ISRejoice with those who rejoice...weep with those who weep. (Rom. 12:15)

1. He rejoices with those who rejoice: He celebrates our victories—even small breakthroughs.
He sees the full implications of our greatness, honor, and nobility in redemption (Heb. 2:7).

2. He weeps with those who weep: He shares with us in our pain—our failures, setbacks,
difficulties—and in our struggles with sin. He refuses to give up on us.

SFor we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses.
(Heb. 4:15)

3. He sees all: He sees our costly sacrifices as we seek to walk in faith and obedience to love
Him. He knows our sincere intentions to love Him, our heart passions, and our deepest
dreams. So much of our life is unknown, unnoticed, and misunderstood by others.

To be fully known without shame and to be free of the fear of being left alone is exhilarating.

J. Our response to Him—abandonment: Jesus desires exclusivity and abandonment in our love for
Him. The Bride’s response is to give her wholehearted, obedient love to Him.

37%You shall love the LORD...with all your heart...*This is the first and great commandment.”
(Mt 22:37-38)

K. A bridegroom and his bride desire exclusive love, partnership, and mutual respect. They bring their
“all” into the relationship. The King desired the beauty of His Bride’s commitment and love
when she left her father’s house and left all that might get in the way of loving Him (Ps. 45:10-11).

0L isten, O daughter...and incline your ear; forget your people and your father’s house;
then the King will desire your beauty. (Ps. 45:10-11, NASB)

L.  Jesus boldly called His people to “take up their cross,” and “hate their father and mother.”
He was speaking as the Bridegroom God, calling for loyal love. By taking up our cross, we begin
the journey to become equally yoked to Him in love. When we deny ourselves because of our love
for Him, it moves Him deeply, because this is the only way He loves us.

24%If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross.” (Mt. 16:24)

26«If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother...and his own life, he cannot
be My disciple. ”And whoever does not bear his cross...cannot be My disciple.” (Lk. 14:26-27)

M.  Wholeheartedness: The highest reward of true love is found in possessing the ability to love more
(Song 8:7). This response moves His heart and protects our heart. If we have nothing to die for, then
we have nothing to live for. We are created to be wholehearted and to love without reservation.

Set Me [Jesus] as a seal upon your heart...for [God’s] love is as strong as death...”If a man
would give for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly despised. (Song 8:6-7)
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