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Chapter 5: Historic Premillennialism and the Victorious Church
oIxPe A} Selshe w3l

I. APOSTOLIC CHRISTIANITY: NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH LIFE
A2 715t 410k )] 4

A. THOP-KC holds to the historic premillennial and post-tribulation view of the end times, yet with
one addition, that being a victorious praying Church (Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19:7). Because of this element
of victory, we sometimes refer to our view as apostolic premillennialism. We use the term apostolic
to refer to the vision, values, victory, and lifestyle of the New Testament Church.

Z,..that He might present her to Himself a glorious church... (Eph. 5:27)

’...for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made berself ready. (Rev. 19:7)
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B. Apostolic Christianity, or New Testament Christianity, will emerge in the end times as the Spirit raises
up a victorious Church that operates in unprecedented unity, intimacy, and maturity (Mt. 16:18; 22:37;
Jn. 17:21-26; Acts 2:17-21; Eph. 4:13; 5:27; Rev. 7:9; 12:11; 15:2; 19:7).

"'He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,
for the equipping of the saints..." till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
[intimacy] of the Son of God, to a perfect man [maturity]... (Eph. 4:11-13)

AEA] 71, E Aok sl Fure] ulo] Al A Qe shubEls Ausk AEo s oA}
= et ﬂsﬂ% o] o 7| Al A LFELA E Aot} (uf 16:18; 22:37; £ 17:21-26; ) 2:17-21; 4
4:13; 5:27; A 7:9; 12:11; 15:2; 19:7).
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1. Unity: Functioning as a deeply unified body of believers (Jn. 17:21-23).

s AESo| Zlo] 9l oty Ho g o5kElr|(Q 17:21-23).,
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2. Intimacy: Experiencing the knowledge of Jesus heart, as His Bride (Rev. 22:17).

A o] vhaE ARRA GOl AFs] (A 22:10),

¢

3. Maturity: Walking in the Spirit’s gifts (power), fruit (character), and wisdom (revelation).

Rat Audo] LA, FCEek AAA ) 7hed Wsll.

II. WHAT IS APOSTOLIC CHRISTIANITY?

A.

RpEA] 75303 £RI7H

It is Jesus-centered: it has a deep allegiance to Jesus, proclaiming His supremacy, glory, and worth.

S Folk: of o) HiF 2 S T, olsde) Ml 5= gl S 9, 29 o
RESES
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It is Church-centered: Jesus is building His Church locally and universally, which will openly triumph
over all the powers of hell (Mt. 16:18). The local church is central to the purpose of God.

28] FAHolck: o592 Ho] WF AHoR LRHOR AN AN, Lol Sie] BE
AE B2 o2 Aotk (v} 16:18), A1 L3l Shbde) Hao) S48 AAjgey

It is wholehearted: Embracing holiness and discipleship as the Holy Spirit restores the first commandment
to first place in the Church in relation to Sermon on the Mount lifestyles (Mt. 5-7).

A hibek AR E] A 7Hod] Et A ARE H9H 2912 HES Hedo] W8S slBFo

= ST AR s *EOHHL Zlolet (f 5-17).

It operates in supernatural power: It heals the sick and operates in all the gifts of the Spirit.

2R S0 ik WE 40| SAES A0 ofE 45 ARk

It grows through prayer and intimacy with God: Its ministries flow from a foundation of intimacy
with God (Mt. 25:1-13), with persevering faith and prayer that releases the Spirit’s power.

PN e} shpdste) UL ol Aok Apol 5L S Ee] AWFS 7|22 sho] B2} ()} 25:1-19)

It possesses a missionary spirit: It is focused on the harvest, impacting every area of society with
righteousness and justice. There is continuity of some of our labors in the Millennium.

o) g rbck ool £HS WEe] ABle] BE oS Holoh Folw S WA WY
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G.

III.

It embraces persecution: Persecution is part of spiritual warfare for the godly (2 Tim. 3:10-12).

Guh Plo] WobSQlk: TR A% A5 Q= GAAM] Ak itole (H5 8:10-12)

. It engages in God’s purpose for Israel: The salvation of Israel is a significant aspect of God’s end-time

plan. Jewish and Gentile believers are unified in salvation as one new man (Eph. 2:15).

< ohudel FEe] AR Foieh W ARG
Qto A Aokt (31 2:15),

shide) olxztelg aheh B ol FaHick o] ~efolo] 9]
of foielut ool AEL =S ok A el

It is free from the wrath of God: It is protected from God’s wrath through Jesus (Rom. 8:1).

*For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.(1 Thes. 5:9)

shbde] Qe 2o Afatk ol 4dS Boto] shbde] Hew Fe Hadd (F 8)

SSppe] FRIE MFAR Sl o]2H) 3R] o4 27 2] S el A2l ke 2 Yo klot-Tebe i) 3o lek (33 5:9)

THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM H{%Y=

The Millennium is a literal 1,000-year period in which Jesus will rule the whole world from Jerusalem
in righteousness, peace, and prosperity (Rev. 20:1-6). Jesus will govern in partnership with resurrected
saints to establish a biblically-based social order (Mt. 19:28; 25:23; Lk. 19:17-19; 22:29-30; 1 Cor. 6:2-
3; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rom. 8:17; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:4-6).

“And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years...They shall be priests of God and of
Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. (Rev. 20:4, 6)

Al =rolzh 100067t oflspdo] of|#aralol| A Aojel Fatel ¥ 7hedl A AAE veAl Hi= A
& AR (A 20:1-6). oldS ?%}ﬂ s e A Abel AAE Al fleke] thaeld
Zlolt} (1} 19:28; 25:23; Y& 19:17-19; 22:29-30; LA 6:12-3; W 21127 & 8117; 7| 2:26-27: 3:21;
5:10: 20]4-6),

Ugebd o)zt el gl A W 5 S w2 3P fa.5e) dhbda} 22lswe) Bkl sjof M d 5ok 2elas
s eig] S e 2 2elet (204, 6)

The kingdom of God will be openly manifest worldwide, affecting every sphere of life (politics,
economy, education, agriculture, media, technology, environment, social institutions, etc.). This
period of worldwide blessing will be initiated by Jesus” second coming (Isa. 2:1-4; 9:6-9; 11:1-16;
65:17-25; Ps. 2; 110; Mt. 6:10; 17:11; 19:28; 28:19; Acts 1:6; 3:21; Rev. 20:1-6).

SPLbdo] 9te A4 BhA o Seld Aol dto] wE ool (43, A4, wS, e, mrle,
74z, B, AR 713k el A Rk S vlA Zolek. of A7) Wﬂﬁh %52 ool Agow A
Zb=] Zlolth (AF 2:1-4; 9:6-9; 11:1— 16, 65:17-25; A| 2; 110; 1} 6:10; 17:11; 19:28; 28:19; oY 1:6; 3:21;
A 20:1-6).
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IV. DEVELOPING A VIEW OF THE END TIMES: WHY DOES IT EVEN MATTER?
FUEo] B3t A o) olzle] FRTA?

A. Ideas have consequences: Our view of the end times affects our ministry focus and prayer life. A biblical
view of the end times strengthens the Church, but wrong views about it will hinder us.

of\
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NZbe ATE zedtk S-elo] Fuo] djgk Aslis S-e] Afolo] 4l 7= ] AR 7k
of that 447 AL walS EEsH st ARE wES SeolA A% & Aol

B. Often people accept one of three extreme views of the end times.
WE ARES 0ol o) Al 7ile] Sekel Ase 2L sl

1. Too negative: Thinking that all society is destined to fall into the hands of the Antichrist. This
view leads people to draw back from changing society now. They say, “Why should we work to
bring change to society if the darkness of the Tribulation is coming anyway?”

U oIk AL8] A 7L A Ll 2w otlel Solz Aok Azt olelgh Ash A
RHER ABIE MBI IA SHe S0R HE S48 A Ak IR ARHES ] o)
ol ShaRle] o] o) Selvh ALBle] WS SlajAl U WA Qv ek etk

Hml

2. Too positive: Thinking that most of society will be transformed before Jesus returns. This view
ignores what Scripture says about the coming pressures in society and the necessity of Jesus
returning to establish the fullness of the kingdom on earth. Though hope-filled desire is important,
it must be tempered by Scripture. We must be loyal to God’s end-time plan and wisdom as seen in
Scripture and resist exaggerated humanistic optimism.

FAA0ITk o 40| ok A|7] Aol ALs] kel A wiskt elojut Aloleti Azigt. of

sk Aol e qtugel et 4 sk o) el shd delel Srbele ol
belodel Aol Sane FAR Ao R /A5E A W FRsAu, def o)A
A 48 S B Eelicr % Pl WA Aol Lot o shupdo] Fike
b A2l A 3ol FAskolok s, 13l Q17kA Yekaelo] uitfafof gk
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3. Too vague: Thinking that it is impossible to know what the Scripture says about the end times,
so why even try. They simply ignore the subject of the end times, thinking that the future will
take care of itself; there is no urgency to be prepared in their understanding.

U getstck A7o] Wk Fko] s opi A btk Ao R, e AE &
A B, 252 Ep) Az 2% Aole 4RO $US FAE (esk A9 v
Wk 5] AaEl 15k Zlsior o Bast Asigic
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V. THREE APPROACHES TO END-TIME PROPHECY

A.

VI.

A.

Fato] ool Tigk Al 714 A

Premillennialism: This view teaches that Jesus returns before (pre-) His 1,000-year rule on earth. This
is the only view that interprets end-time prophecy in a literal or face-value way.

AR o] a4 ool Fde) 10009 A% BA7F 9] Rel o] AystAlcka k2, o
Asfuo] el olols BAbA Ei ofd = shAalt

Postmillennialism: This view teaches that Jesus returns after (post-) the Millennium. It teaches that the
Church establishes the Millennium by fully Christianizing the world before Jesus returns.

TG o] F)A1S dlo] W] Alzko] Tk Fo] st Ark A2y o] Zt2He e 4
2 Aol AL AL eHds] ZlSasighor dde] A7k olgrtn sl

Amillennialism: This means “no millennium.” This view teaches that Jesus’ 1,000-year reign is not a
literal earthly reign, but merely a spiritual victory over sin in the heart of the believer. Most amillennialists
limit the kingdom on the earth as being mostly in the heart of a believer.

2HI: 0|22 He] Azro] itk AR, of #Ae o4l 1,000d FA7E 4t e A
A EA) ORI, oe AL vl A ee] M FReLE Q48] Selehat Zl2 A, i) wa
FOAEE AAe] GG A o] EATHE 0 R Zhgi

AMILLENNIAL VIEW OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
shbd Uelol Tt FadFole] B

The strength of this view is in its focus on the spiritual triumph of the Church over sin and Satan before
the Lord returns. Some amillennialists believe in a victorious end-time Church.

o] A3 9] AL ool A7] Aol bkt M2t we]o] g7 selof HEsh= Zlol it ofd
FHEFAAEL2 vt wjol] Felehs ws]E Wt

The weaknesses of this view are found in interpreting much end-time prophecy as symbolic or
figurative and in embracing replacement theology, which teaches that the Church replaces Israel as
heir to Israel’s prophetic promises. Some amillennialists believe in a Tribulation with a literal Antichrist,
but most reject this view.

o145 Y. ool sl ool chep g A son i vl

AT 610l S ol el ) A 1 o2 p A 2 g
I A 4 Ao ) Sy W gl S ol S e

Most amillennialists have a preterist view of the end times (preterit is a verb tense that describes a
past action). Preterism teaches that end-time prophecy has already been fulfilled in the past. Some
amillennialists are what I call “eschatological cessationists” in that they do not believe the power
of God will be manifest in the events related to the Tribulation and the Millennium.
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VII.

PR HO] SOl e nxat nol a4 T7iZolAe] TS AT YrkERe 0] B
& S SARIARIEh 3710l vuk uje] el ool sl £ gFisiglcteln e s, o
W LAY b R FARAE oeh R AgtEolth 15 sl bee b
Shbh Hdskash s Apae) oAl LERIR) ors Aofeka Wt ol ujstelch

Many preterists do not believe in an end-time Tribulation or Antichrist, nor do they interpret the book
of Revelation in a literal way. Preterism sees most of the prophecies in Revelation (the Tribulation,
Antichrist, etc.) as being fulfilled when Israel was at war with Rome (66-70 AD) and/or sees them
as merely symbolic—as a picture of spiritual conflict through Church history.

O R 0] BAZOAE-S vhAe} who] shitol i AelAws WA oRet) o3 AAEe] 4
A4S WA oReth B0l ANBO] gl o ASEE olubAlE, Aol A, A3 X%
59 o]sealo] ®ujolo] AMAD 66-T0)04 ool Artela Ret, 1elm o] o l5S v ] o
A5 EaA e R Ade] SRlo A Aets Ao R BolE sk

Amillennialists see end-times prophecies (Mt. 24; Lk. 21) as completely fulfilled in 70 AD. It is true
that the events of 70 AD were a partial fulfillment of these prophecies, but they are also meant to be
understood as a significant prophetic foreshadowing of end-time events.

AR EL vhA|u o] RS} 24; % 21 AD 70 of $Hs| SAEIlTheta ek o] o]
So] AD 7049] AFAOE ofi A REAOE o|Fojdl A Apdoltt et} o] A5 nxut uje)
ARG et Fagh ool Yz ols)Elofolut ik

POSTMILLENNIAL VIEW OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
shbd Uetol thet $RaFele) 2

The strength of this view is found in their zeal for the Cultural Mandate—working to see every area of
society transformed (government, economy, education, media, arts, etc.).

o) B7e] A A18] WE Mo wslg st akA Aol 94
g, vele], o4 %)

o

7R3 Q= Alole. (R, A,

rr

The weakness of this view is similar to the weakness of amillennialism: end-time prophecies are usually
interpreted symbolically instead of literally, and it embraces replacement theology.

o] B3e] oS FHAT0l0] oFat nlZstel ubaut whe] ojglEo] BApA o SjAlsl| mrt Mg
AR A0 R SRk Tela oA thAIAIeES Tt gl

Most postmillennialists are preterist; they see many end-time prophecies as fulfilled in 70 AD, rather
than being partially fulfilled at that time as a prophetic foreshadowing of end-time events.

o] FHAFGEL AT G, o] E-L uxut ufo] T B efelSo] Fe] AHASo|
chet clelzle ol 2 A, %0 2yl olFolArin 1A 31 ofu] AD T0%e] ol olikeln B
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D.

Postmillennialism is an overly optimistic eschatology. It was most popular during the Victorian age
(about 1840-1900) when the Spirit was restoring the truths of social action and human rights. At that
time, many believers thought things would just get better and better until Jesus returned. However, the
two world wars in the 20th century caused postmillennialism to fall out of favor. For example, Wheaton
College was founded with postmillennial views, but switched to premillennialism after two world wars
proved postmillennial optimism to be wrong.

FHAFONE Yphrols] Fukolt o]e ¥Eejol AieF 1840-1000)0] Y] FAHE, 1 &
A ARAA Qs ABIEE] AeES BlEaka E Va9 We S o4
A S 241 2o Aol g ol % o Fotdl Aolet granick ol ol 91 o

she. A FAER Aol FAES weloth 23k AlA ko] dojyt Fo FHUA Hakropt

L S ETERUS

VIII. THE PREMILLENNIAL VIEW OF THE KINGDOM: 2 DIFFERENT APPROACHES

A.

C.

shpd Ul digh Ayl o F A9 e HI W

Premillennialists believe that Jesus will return to rule the earth for a Millennium (1,000 years). The
strength of this view is found in its literal interpretation of Scripture and end-time prophecy. The two
common yet differing approaches are bistoric and dispensational premillennialism.

Aol o474 AEERHL,0009) A4S thael7] SIS of gl thl A1 Z1E Wit of
o] e vhat we] dlelnt A4S BAH oz Sagthe folch chEAu e Ao gt ¥
71 He SRR AR AlojFe) Ao,

Historic Premillennialism: Most teach a post-tribulation rapture (Jesus will return “after” the
Tribulation) and a literal interpretation of end-time prophecy and honor God’s purpose for Israel.

FA A T 0] I AR o] 5ol oA AFHICHEL o] ehelel wal st
Ho BAS wobEolu], upAu} ule] o AES FAHOR ST

Dispensational Premillennialism: All teach a pre-tribulation rapture (Jesus will return “before” the
Tribulation) and the literal interpretation of end-time prophecy and honor God’s purpose for Israel. Most
do not believe that the Church will be used to transform society, operate in the gifts of the Spirit or win
the great end-time harvest of souls”? Most emphasize the view that the Church is a parenthesis in the
history of redemption; there is little or no emphasis on the place of social or political activity in the Church.

ARFH AU 0] 5L T FA@I ool QAIThE Wi glom), o] Aekele] Tt Shby
of = A4S wropEolahu], nbAut o] ool FAbH o R At ik of WAL b RS Wl
7} ARSI MBS Slolo], e] A Agstol, vber dlo] ael it WA g, e

F459] ol A] QlofH Bhute] AFITA 2 shlel, We)e HAH ASIA AL
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D. This is a new theology that was systematized in the 1830s by John Nelson Darby. It is called dispensational
because it teaches that God has related differently to His people in seven dispensations or seasons of history.
It often includes: (1) two covenants pertaining to salvation— one for Israel and one for the Church; (2) a
literal interpretation of Scripture; (3) premillennial views; (4) pretribulation; (5) imminency that sees the
possibility of an “any moment” rapture.

o] A& 1830defol] 2 chuleh W chulo] olal A AASHE AR Alstol), o] AL Aol Alstol
eha Eeler) AL SR TAe] Al Ei A7 TRk, shbde ofu uieh shupdel
AFESOIA| 27} o) el Adrtetan b2 A o] A 1E ()9} ol Aetale] 1elo] A g
Sol9] QloF (2)4740] BAH a)H (HHAH T @S] GRIAER FA7L AHssithaL s
Qurghe wgsla ol

E. Today, some who hold dispensational views reject some of the early beliefs of their movement.

L5 AldiselE Ml e ofH AREE o] &5 2371l 7" WeE ARshal Sl
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1. Classical Dispensationalism (1850-1950s) emphasizes the view that the Church is a parenthesis
in the history of redemption. They do not emphasize social transformation.

LA AIF=2](1850-1950 ) = L 8]= AR A shube] ARl Adtteh 52 ALY
S|

% & XA k=t

2. Revised Dispensationalism (1950—1980s) rejects the idea of two new covenants (for Israel and
the Church), but sees their distinction continuing throughout eternity.

R AEF] (19501980 H) = o] Aekelnt WAIE 1T T loke AR, U]
A A Eol A Fol 9 g

3. Progressive Dispensationalism (1980s—present) refers to the “progressive” relationship of the
successive dispensations to one another, and to their being progressively fulfilled today. They
teach that the “people of God” is made up of both Israel and the Church.

AR AFI0980 AT~ AL Th2 Ahol A= A oloix L iz, AlHES] HAH T
2 QAL 9l LI o e enuolE HHIAOR Akstel offolA|1 Yrteks A
Shat olek, L5 shipde) Abke aeje) ol Aetali o] ol Aglek ehal skl
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IX.

DISPENSATIONAL PREMILLENNIALISM
Aol Azl

The strength of this view is is found in its literal interpretation of end-time prophecy and in embracing
God’s purpose for Israel in the end times.

o Bl ML vhAt o] ool BAH O R shAS stul, oAt uje) o] sefelo] ot syl

w28 g glrkebs Alolt)

The weaknesses is that most who hold this view do not believe that the Church will be used to transform
parts of society; or that it will operate in the gifts of the Spirit, win a great harvest of souls or walk in end-time
victory. It also sees two new covenants pertaining to salvation—one for Israel and one for the Church.
(Dispensationalists have differing views on this).

11

O

o) 8] RS o] UL 7Pt o] ARHES EL ASSS FIsA AFE AL WA o o]
cf, el a7k 4] e AbE SOk Ak 90 i g e ATk S uje] el dofa
2L WA QR O TRt ool wale] FUL SIFH A ok WL ek (12l Aloe)
Aol wheba] ofZlo] Tt he TS AL th

One weakness common to all dispensationalists is in teaching on the pre-tribulation rapture of the
Church. This view undermines the need to urgently prepare the Church for the hardship of the Tribulation.

It does not see the role of Gentile believers to provoke Israel to jealousy and salvation by standing with
them in persecution during the Tribulation. Most see Israel’s salvation as the responsibility of the two
witnesses and the 144,000 sealed Israelites (Rev. 7). The doctrine of imminency (Jesus returning at any
moment) does not emphasize the need for a long-term plan to impact society. This view often minimizes
the Church’s role in the end-time harvest.

£ iAol 71 B7bA] FEAC O mE1] Bb F715 k2 Zlo] e o] TS
o] ofel g3 thulsko] LalolA) 15Ha Zule] AR FSAT, o] UL olel AAER
Slol thekt 717150k Fupurts ol xeklal F Fo 2] S15o] Aub sto] TLele] o2 A B
ATL Ghefebs 21 AR R L o] 2ehale] TS 144,000 91 G o] Suted wl
(A7) 3 5 F910) Agloletar Aztateh QPAQIAIES] AR 4 gl ol Abslo] S Fi
71291 ABle] WaAS oFshIch of T FE ubaar of SgolA wEle] Qe H Ak

Dispensational premillennialism is an overly pessimistic eschatology.
Arfzeel ARFole ve vlzel Surold),

1. The common response is escapism (why prepare and work hard if we will soon be raptured) along
with fatalism and defeatism (society cannot be changed so why try). Some with this view see the
Church’s mandate as being like a life raft, limited to delivering people from drowning (preaching only
salvation), while abdicating our kingdom responsibility to call society out of its current darkness.
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2. 'This view can lead to a lazy disengagement instead of urgency to be prepared in prayer with fasting

as we seek for spiritual breakthroughs in the kingdom.

o] B2 Aol JregR stolw 7|kmet 94 SR sl HekolA 94 B3 sk e
o= =rle o] Ko, R oz AlCEa Helko 2 ofF 4

3. Note: some dispensational premillennial churches are very active in soul-winning.

wEr ojgl A0l AU WIES G U WS Aok

rlo

X. HISTORIC PREMILLENNIALISM
ANl HAIFO)

A. The strength of this view is found in its literal interpretation of end-time prophecy, in preparing the
Church for future persecution, and in our responsibility to provoke Israel to salvation.

o] B AL 0| ool EAH O S|Afshz Ao gk Lelw sl shold vEo] e &
HISHA] s, o] 2eelo] e QES HxIsHe o]elEe] Mol gick

B. Its weakness is that some who hold this view do not believe that the Church will grow strong in prayer
that will result in the great harvest and in end-time victory and power as she functions in her bridal
identity (Rev. 22:17). Note: some with this view do see a victorious praying Church.

e o} A0 PR 220 A o, BV /1% A Tt ot nje] el
5L 9 B ol AR Rk Aol ek ol o 5e £uE AL RS nEE 1
7\ g

C. IHOP-KC holds to the bistoric premillennial and posttribulation view of the end times, yet with one
addition, that being a victorious praying Church (Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19:7).
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XI. HISTORIC PREMILLENNIALISM AND VICTORY:
APOSTOLIC PREMILLENNIALISM
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A. Apostolic premillennialism is a term that we sometimes use to speak of our historic premillennialist
view, yet with the addition of the victorious Church, the end-time prayer movement, and the bridal
paradigm of the kingdom. The word apostolic emphasizes the values, vision, power, and lifestyle of
the New Testament Church in the end-time crisis and persecution.
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B. The strength of this view is found in combining the biblical strengths of postmillennialism and
amillennialism with historic premillennialism and the call to victory and wholeheartedness.
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C. Avictorious Church that attains to unity, intimacy, and maturity, resulting in the greatest revival in
history (Eph. 4:13). This prophetic praying Church will walk in great power as it is used to bring in

the end-time harvest and to transform society in various places.
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D. A wholehearted Church that walks in “Sermon on the Mount lifestyles” of self-denial and serving,
giving, blessing, praying, and fasting as seen in the New Testament Church (Mt. 5-7). This lifestyle
will be energized by encountering Jesus as the Bridegroom God (Rev. 22:17).
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E. A relevant Church that sces the continuity of some of our labors in impacting society now (righteous
legislation, education, etc.) with the work of Jesus in the Millennium. All that is unrighteous will be
dismantled and then re-established in righteousness in the Millennium. However, righteous legislation
in society in this age will not need to be replaced. Works in society built on godliness and justice will
last beyond the shaking of the Tribulation judgments.
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XII. TWO COMMON OBJECTIONS TO HISTORIC PREMILLENNIALISM
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A. Some claim that the Holy Spirit is the restrainer that is removed when the Church is raptured. Paul
prophesied the removal of a “someone” or “something” that restrains the Antichrist from being revealed

(2 Thes. 2:6-8).
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Paul described the restrainer of the increase of sin and the release of the Antichrist as a “what”
(neuter gender in 2:6) and as a “He” (masculine gender in 2:7). Paul taught that governing
authorities are appointed by God to restrain evil (Rom. 13:1-4).
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I believe the restraining force that is removed is a combination of a “what,” which I believe to be
the existence of national governments that will not allow that Antichrist’s government to emerge,
and a “He,” which I believe to be God and His sovereign decree to bring the ten-nation confederation

into unity with the Antichrist (Rev. 17:17).
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B. Some claim that we will not go through the Tribulation because “we are not appointed unto wrath”
(1 Thes. 5:9). It is true—the Church is not appointed to wrath. The wrath of God in the Tribulation
will be released to destroy the Antichrist’s empire, not the Church.
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