
Message Notes 

Philippians 3:1 (NLT)  Whatever happens, my dear brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. I 
never get tired of telling you these things, and I do it to safeguard your faith. 

Paul insists that they rejoice in the Lord.  

Joy is a choice 

You can’t always rejoice in your circumstances, but you can always rejoice in the Lord 

August 3-9 — 7 Days of Prayer and Fasting. We are moving from a defensive position to an 
offensive one. 

Philippians 3:2 (ESV)  Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who 
mutilate the flesh.  

Salvation requires Jesus and nothing else 

There are things that Jesus requires from us after we are saved, but it is Jesus and only Jesus 
that saves us 

Philippians 3:4 (ESV) though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else 
thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

We are letting our culture shape our Christianity rather than let our Christianity shape our 
culture! 

Philippians 3:7 (ESV) But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  
8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ… 

Set out to accomplish all that you can, but remember that it is all worthless in comparison to 
knowing Christ 



 
Discussion Questions 
 

1. Despite all of the chaos that Paul was experiencing, he chose joy. Have you ever 
experienced a difficult time in your life where you had the courage to choose joy despite 
what was going on around you? If so, did you feel you benefitted from choosing joy? 

2. Have you ever experienced a time where someone close to you was going through a 
difficult time yet they chose to stand out in the midst of a tough situation? 

3. Pastor Scott reminded us to rejoice in the Lord instead of simply, rejoicing. What does 
this look like in your life? 

4. Pastor Scott mentioned that we are letting our culture shape our Christianity when we 
should be letting our Christianity shape our culture. How is your Christianity shaping the 
culture around you? 

 


