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Parson to Person

A lot of us love old-school church traditions...well, sometimes. Sometimes the “old-school”
way just ain’t gonna work. For example, Vacation Bible School used to last FOUR (4) weeks. Later,
some adjustments were made and VBS lasted FIVE (5) weeks! Can you imagine?!

It all started in 1894 when a public school teacher, D.T. Miles, felt like she was too limited by
the constraints in her school to teach the Bible to the children. So, she started an everyday school
during the summer to teach the Bible.

Later in 1898, Virginia Sinclair Hawes really got the VBS train rolling in church. She was the
director of the children’s department at Epiphany Baptist Church in New York City. She let the kids
come in their “play clothes.” Well, since the dress code was so casual, they obviously could not have
it at church. So, Mrs. Hawes rented out a Beer Parlor in New York’s East side for VBS. That’s right, a
Baptist Church rented out a Beer Parlor during the day so the kids could have VBS. That VBS lasted for
five weeks.

Lesson number one, never ever under estimate the power of Baptist Woman who has made up
her mind to teach children God’s Word. The next year the church wanted to have VBS in the church
facilities. But the children had to dress appropriately in their Sunday-go-to-meeting clothes. It failed
miserably. So, the next year VBS went back to the beer parlor and it blossomed from there.

Vacation Bible School is a tradition. It’s a great tradition. And part of the VBS tradition is
change. The VBS | grew up going to had a stand-up chord and a sit-down chord. We sang hymns in the
opening assembly. I’m falling asleep just writing about it.

Now, we’ve got cool music as the kids march in. Now, we’ve got motions to all of the songs.
And Yes! The songs keep playing in our minds over and over for the rest of the summer! Now, we’ve
got great decorations. Back when | went to VBS, we had no decorations. All we had back then was
the violent game of Red-Rover.

| am super excited about VBS this year. There is a change. We will be having VBS at night.

And we will be starting on Sunday—going through Thursday. This year we will have a bonafide meal to
start off VBS. VBS will go from 6:00pm—8:30pm. | will be teaching the Bible study.

Please be in prayer for this year’s VBS. Our goal for the change is the same goal that existed
since the first VBS-to reach as many kids as possible with the truth of God. We believe that these
changes give us a better chance to reach more kids.

But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me And do not hinder them,
For such belongs to the Kingdom of Heaven.”
Matthew 19:14

Y-E-S to V-B-S!
Ken
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