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Parson to Person

Baby monitors. They are great. Here’s the story.

“What do you want to be when you grow up?” asked the 4 year old to his little brother who had just turned
three.

The little brother lay on the bottom bunk, still sucking on his sippy cup. Then the older brother couldn't
take it anymore. He asked the little brother another question, “Wanna know what I want to be when I grow up?”

“What?” came the question the 4 year old had longed for. ’

“I’m gonna be a fireman. I’ll get to wear that cool hat, squirt water with that hose, and ride in the fire truck.
That’s going to be so cool.”

The ever-competitive little brother sucked down his last bit of juice from his sippy cup and said, “Wanna
know what I’ma be when I get big?”

“] wanna be a fire truck.”

“You can’t be a fire truck.”

“Can too!”

“Can not!”

“Can too! Mama said I can be whatever I want to be when I get big.”

The older brother leaned over the side of the bed, looked down at his younger brother, and said, “But you
can’t be a fire truck.”

“Mama! Mama! Gawett (3 year old for “Garrett”) says I can’t be a fire truck! Mama! Mama!”

Of course, Mama and Daddy are laughing hysterically. But Mama gets up from her bed and makes her way
to the boys’ room. The 4 year old blurts, “Mama, George wants to be a fire truck when he grows up.”

Mama sits on the bottom bunk, takes the sippy cup, further tucks the 3 year old under the covers, and asks,
”Don’t you mean you want to be a fire MAN?”

“No, Mama. I wanna be a fire truck.”

Brushing back little George’s hair as he lay on his pillow, his Mama said, “Well, you’ve still got some time
to make that decision. If you want to be a fire truck right now...well...We’ll see what you want to become when
you get older.”

Smiling, the 3 year old said, “Okay, Mama.” And then quipped at the older brother. “See, I told ya.”

“Now both of y’all be quiet and go to sleep.”

On May 7 we will have our Baby Dedication. And then on May 14, we will have our Baccalaureate
service. Rest assured little ones do grow up. And they grow up way too fast. And we as church must do our best
to help these young ones (and those who are trying to parent them) grow up in a mighty confusing world.

So, let us all raise our sippy cups and salute these blessings!

Salute!
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