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Parson to Person

September has arrived, but somebody forgot to tell the weather! We may have turned the calendar page, but summer seems determined to hang around a little
longer. The days are still hot, the humidity is still high, and sometimes stepping outside feels like walking into a preheated oven.
Most of us are ready for cooler temperatures. We are looking forward to football, changing leaves, comfortable evenings, and that first morning when you can
walk outside without immediately breaking into a sweat. But there is something the heat can teach us about our walk with God.
Life can get hot, too.

There are seasons when the pressures of life seem to turn up the temperature. Sometimes it is family difficulties. Sometimes it is financial pressure, health
concerns, work challenges, or simply the stress that comes from trying to keep up with the different schedules. The good news is that God never promised that
we would avoid the heat. He promised that He would be with us in it.

Isaiah 43:2 reminds us, “When thou passest through the waters, | will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned.”

Notice that God did not say, “You will never go through the water,” or “You will never walk through the fire.” He said, “I will be with thee.” That is the
difference faith makes. When the heat is on, we don't have to face life alone. When circumstances are difficult, God remains faithful. When we are tired, He.
gives strength. When we are discouraged, He gives hope. When we don’t know what to do next, He gives wisdom. And when we feel like we simply cannot
take another step, He reminds us that His grace is sufficient. Sometimes we spend so much time praying for God to change our circumstances that we forget to
ask Him to change us in the middle of them. Soon enough, cooler days will come. Until then, let's keep our eyes on Jesus. And if you happen to see somebody
walking into church this month looking a little sweaty, don't judge them too quickly. They may have just walked across the parking lot!

The temperature may be hot, but our God is faithful. May September find us stronger in faith, deeper in our walk with Christ, and more determined than ever to
live for Him.

Stay cool, stay encouraged, and most importantly—stay close to Jesus! After all, He's got the real Living Water.

Blessings,
BroKen
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Welcome to our new members...

Robert “Scooter” Boyette
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