


The Good Shepherd
John 10:1-21



1 “Truly I tell you, anyone who doesn’t enter the sheep 
pen by the gate but climbs in some other way is a thief 
and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens it for 
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has 
brought all his own outside, he goes ahead of them. The 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They 
will never follow a stranger; instead they will run away 
from him, because they don’t know the voice of 
strangers.” 6 Jesus gave them this figure of speech, but 
they did not understand what he was telling them. 

John 10:1-6
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The Shepherd: 
• is the actual appointed caretaker of the sheep (vv2-3a) 
• calls sheep by name- he knows each one personally (v3)
• leads his sheep to pasture (v4)

The  sheep (do we…): 
• Recognize the shepherd’s voice  (vv3-4) (?)
• Follow and trust the shepherd (vv3-4) (?)
• Runaway from strangers (v5) (?)

John 10:1-6 -- action points (application):



7 Jesus said again, “Truly I tell you, I am the 
gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before 
me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 
didn’t listen to them. 9 I am the gate. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and 
will come in and go out and find pasture.   
10 A thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I have come so that they may have 
life and have it in abundance. 

John 10:7-10
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The Shepherd: 
• is also the only door to salvation (vv7, 9-10)
• invites everyone to come in (v9a)
• came to give abundant life in quality & quantity (v10) 

– See Matthew 5:1-10 (the “blessed” life) 

All others: 
• are thieves & robbers (vv8, 10a – then: Israel’s leaders) 
• includes anyone else offering a different door (today)
• ultimately steal, kill, & destroy sheep (v10a) 

John 10:7-10 -- action points (application):



11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, since he is not the 
shepherd and doesn’t own the sheep, leaves them and runs 
away when he sees a wolf coming. The wolf then snatches and 
scatters them. 13 This happens because he is a hired hand and 
doesn’t care about the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd. I 
know my own, and my own know me, 15 just as the Father 
knows me, and I know the Father. I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 16 But I have other sheep that are not from this sheep 
pen; I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
Then there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 This is why the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life so that I may take 
it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my 
own. I have the right to lay it down, and I have the right to take 
it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”

John 10:1-6; cf. Ps. 23; Ezk. 34:11-31



1 YHWH is my shepherd; 
I have what I need.
2 He lets me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside quiet waters.
3 He renews my life;
he leads me along the right paths 
for his name’s sake.
4 Even when I go through the darkest valley, 
I fear no danger,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff — they comfort me. 

Psalm 23:1-4; cf. John 10:1-18
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I will establish over them 
one shepherd, my servant 
David, and he will shepherd 
them. He will tend them 
himself and will be their 
shepherd. 
Ezekiel 34:23; John 10:11-18; 
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1. Dies for His sheep (v11ff)
2. Knows His sheep (v14)
3. Gathers one global flock (v16)
4. Obeys His Father (vv17-18)
5. Is resurrected & living (vv17-18)    

John 10:11-18 – The Good Shepherd: 



1. Imitate the sacrificial life of the 
Shepherd (v11ff)

2. Know the Shepherd (v14; cf. 17:3)
3. Be part of the flock (v16)
4. Obey the Shepherd which is to 

obey God the Father (vv17-18)
5. Be assured of salvation (vv17-18)    

John 10:11-18 – application for sheep: 



19 Again the Jews were divided 
because of these words. 20 Many of 
them were saying, “He has a demon 
and he’s crazy. Why do you listen to 
him? ” 21 Others were saying, “These 
aren’t the words of someone who is 
demon-possessed. Can a demon open 
the eyes of the blind? ”

John 10:19-21



19 Again the Jews were divided 
because of these words. 20 Many of 
them were saying, “He has a demon 
and he’s crazy. Why do you listen to 
him? ” 21 Others were saying, “These 
aren’t the words of someone who is 
demon-possessed. Can a demon open 
the eyes of the blind? ”

John 10:19-21



19 Again the Jews were divided 
because of these words. 20 Many of 
them were saying, “He has a demon 
and he’s crazy. Why do you listen to 
him? ” 21 Others were saying, “These 
aren’t the words of someone who is 
demon-possessed. Can a demon open 
the eyes of the blind? ”

John 10:19-21



19 Again the Jews were divided 
because of these words. 20 Many of 
them were saying, “He has a demon 
and he’s crazy. Why do you listen to 
him? ” 21 Others were saying, “These 
aren’t the words of someone who is 
demon-possessed. Can a demon open 
the eyes of the blind? ”

John 10:19-21 --- what is your response to this shepherd? 





9 Zion, herald of good news, go up on a high 
mountain. Jerusalem, herald of good news, 
raise your voice loudly. Raise it, do not be 
afraid! Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your 
God! ” 10 See, the Lord GOD comes with 
strength, and his power establishes his rule. 
His wages are with him, and his reward 
accompanies him. 11 He protects his flock like 
a shepherd; he gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them in the fold of his garment. He 
gently leads those that are nursing. 

Isaiah 40:9-11
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21 For you were called to this, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 
should follow in his steps. 22 He did not commit sin, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth; 23 when he 
was insulted, he did not insult in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten but entrusted himself 
to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the tree; so that, having died to 
sins, we might live for righteousness. By his wounds 
you have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep 
going astray, but you have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

1 Peter 2:21-25; cf. Isa. 53
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