
Leviticus 





Psalm 15:1
YHWH, who can dwell in 

your tent? Who can live on 
your holy mountain? 



4



(A) Genesis: prologue (separation/blessings/land)
 (B) Exodus: 1a: leaving Egypt; 
 1b: building the tabernacle 
  (C) Leviticus: the tabernacle service 
 (B’) Numbers: 1a: dedicating the tabernacle; 
 1b’: preparing to enter Canaan  
(A’) Deuteronomy: epilogue (separation/blessings/land)

 

Leviticus within the Pentateuch

Wenham 2008 pp. 18-19





(1-7) Sacrifices 
 (8-10) institution of priesthood/inauguration of cultus 
  (11-15) clean/unclean in daily life 
   (16) Day of Atonement 
  (17-20) Holy/profane in daily life
 (21-22) Legislation for the priesthood 
(23-27) Festivals/sacred time 

 

Leviticus Outline

Shea 1986 pp. 131-132

Approaching God + atonement
Judgment/cleansing of everything
Communion w/God + holiness  



11 For the life of a creature is in the 
blood, and I have appointed it to 
you to make atonement on the 

altar for your lives, since it is the 
lifeblood that makes atonement.

Leviticus 17:11



- NT Greek: katalassō = “reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18-20) 
 “at-one-ment” so “atonement” (thank Tyndale) 

 - OT Hebrew (Leviticus): kippēr = “decontaminate”, 
“purify”, “purge”, NOT “reconcile” or “forgive” 

   - the results will be such but the word rendered   
   “atonement” in Leviticus is not a covering but about  
    purification of the holy items. 
  “In context, this verbal action is accomplished by applying 
  blood to something sacred (sancta).” 
     – John H. Walton (PhD, Hebrew Union College)

 

“Atonement” or “kippēr” 



Offering Animals & 
materials 

Use of 
blood

Priestly 
portions 

Lay 
portions 

Purpose 

Burnt 
(ascension)
(1:3-17) 

Cattle, 
sheep, goats, 
birds

Splashed on 
altar sides 

No No Atonement     
+ petition or 
praise    

Grain 
(tribute)
(2:1-16) 

Fine flour, 
olive oil, 
frankincense, 
salt 

NA Yes No Often mirrors 
accompanying 
offering 

Fellowship
(3:1-17) 

Cattle, sheep, 
goats 

Splashed on 
altar sides 

Yes Yes Underscores 
fellowship 
w/YHWH          
+ Israelites  

Purification 
(4:1-5:13)

Cattle, sheep, 
goats, birds, 
flour 

Incense altar 
(curtain) + 
base of altar 

Usually No Atonement for 
specific sins      
+ purification  

Reparation
(5:14-6:7) 

Cattle, sheep, 
goats, birds

Splashed on 
altar sides

Yes No Atonement for 
specific sins     
+ penalty 



Priests Before the Holy One 

Leviticus  8-10



(1-7) Sacrifices 
(8-10) institution of priesthood/inauguration of cultus 

  (11-15) clean/unclean in daily life 
   (16) Day of Atonement 
  (17-20) Holy/profane in daily life
 (21-22) Legislation for the priesthood 
(23-27) Festivals/sacred time 

 

Leviticus Outline

Shea 1986 pp. 131-132

Approaching God + atonement
Judgment/cleansing of everything
Communion w/God + holiness  





1 The LORD spoke to Moses: 2 “Take Aaron, his 
sons with him, the garments, the anointing oil, 
the bull of the sin offering, the two rams, and 
the basket of unleavened bread, 3 and 
assemble the whole community at the 
entrance to the tent of meeting.” 4 So Moses 
did as the LORD commanded him, and the 
community assembled at the entrance to the 
tent of meeting. 5 Moses said to them, “This is 
what the LORD has commanded to be done.”

Leviticus 8:1-5
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6 Then Moses presented Aaron and his sons and 
washed them with water. 7 He put the tunic on 
Aaron, wrapped the sash around him, clothed 
him with the robe, and put the ephod on him. He 
put the woven band of the ephod around him 
and fastened it to him. 8 Then he put the 
breastpiece on him and placed the Urim and 
Thummim into the breastpiece. 9 He also put the 
turban on his head and placed the gold 
medallion, the holy diadem, on the front of the 
turban, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

Leviticus 8:6-9 cf. 1:9





10 Then Moses took the anointing oil and 
anointed the tabernacle and everything in it to 
consecrate them. 11 He sprinkled some of the oil 
on the altar seven times, anointing the altar with 
all its utensils, and the basin with its stand, to 
consecrate them. 12 He poured some of the 
anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointed and 
consecrated him. 13 Then Moses presented 
Aaron’s sons, clothed them with tunics, wrapped 
sashes around them, and fastened headbands on 
them, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

Leviticus 8:10-13
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vv14-17 “sin offering” or “purification offering” 
The priest’s uncleanness is mediated by Moses w/blood on 
the sacrificial altar horns 
vv18-21 burnt offering (pleasing aroma to YHWH) 
Aaron & his sons lay hand on goat. + Moses mediates
vv22-29  ordination offering (a type of fellowship offering) 
- The meat is eaten by the offerors & by Moses (v29) 
    vvv25-28 unleavened bread/fat is offered by the   

priests to God
    vv23-24 just as blood on the tabernacle objects 

(sancta) made them holy so does blood on the 
priests make them holy. 

Offerings of Leviticus 8 



33 Do not go outside the entrance to the tent of 
meeting for seven days, until the time your days of 
ordination are completed, because it will take seven 
days to ordain you. 34 The LORD commanded what 
has been done today in order to make atonement 
for you. 35 You must remain at the entrance to the 
tent of meeting day and night for seven days and 
keep the LORD’s charge so that you will not die, for 
this is what I was commanded.” 36 So Aaron and his 
sons did everything the LORD had commanded 
through Moses.

Leviticus 8:33-36
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On the eighth day Moses summoned Aaron, his sons, and 
the elders of Israel. 2 He said to Aaron, “Take a young bull 
for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, both 
without blemish, and present them before the LORD. 3 And 
tell the Israelites: Take a male goat for a sin offering; a calf 
and a lamb, male yearlings without blemish, for a burnt 
offering; 4 an ox and a ram for a fellowship offering to 
sacrifice before the LORD; and a grain offering mixed with 
oil. For today the LORD is going to appear to you.” 5 They 
brought what Moses had commanded to the front of the 
tent of meeting, and the whole community came forward 
and stood before the LORD. 6 Moses said, “This is what the 
LORD commanded you to do, that the glory of the LORD 
may appear to you.

Leviticus 9:1-6
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10 and the LORD told Moses, “Go to 
the people and consecrate them 
today and tomorrow. They must wash 
their clothes 11 and be prepared by 
the third day, for on the third day the 
LORD will come down on Mount Sinai 
in the sight of all the people.

Exodus 19:10-11; cf. Lev. 9:4
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22 Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people 
and blessed them. He came down after 
sacrificing the sin offering, the burnt offering, 
and the fellowship offering. 23 Moses and 
Aaron then entered the tent of meeting. 
When they came out, they blessed the people, 
and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the 
people. 24 Fire came from the LORD and 
consumed the burnt offering and the fat 
portions on the altar. And when all the people 
saw it, they shouted and fell facedown.
Leviticus 9:22-24
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1 Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his own 
firepan, put fire in it, placed incense on it, and 
presented unauthorized fire before the LORD, which 
he had not commanded them to do. 2 Then fire came 
from the LORD and consumed them, and they died 
before the LORD. 3 Moses said to Aaron, “This is what 
the LORD has spoken:
I will demonstrate my holiness,

to those who are near me,
and I will reveal my glory,

before all the people.”
And Aaron remained silent. 
Leviticus 10:1-3
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8 The LORD spoke to Aaron: 
9 “You and your sons are not to 
drink wine or beer when you 
enter the tent of meeting, or 
else you will die; this is a 
permanent statute throughout 
your generations
Leviticus 10:8-9
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6 Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons 
Eleazar and Ithamar, “Do not let your hair 
hang loose and do not tear your clothes, or 
else you will die, and the LORD will become 
angry with the whole community. However, 
your brothers, the whole house of Israel, may 
weep over the fire that the LORD caused. 7 You 
must not go outside the entrance to the tent 
of meeting or you will die, for the LORD’s 
anointing oil is on you.” So they did as Moses 
said.
Leviticus 10:6-7
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God didn’t destroy Nahab & Abihu 
for a mere mistake. God judged 

them for open rebellion and 
protected His house so that He 

could dwell with Israel.  

Leviticus 10:1-11



16 Then Moses inquired carefully about the male goat of the 
sin offering, but it had already been burned up. He was 
angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s surviving sons, and 
asked, 17 “Why didn’t you eat the sin offering in the 
sanctuary area? For it is especially holy, and he has assigned 
it to you to take away the guilt of the community and make 
atonement for them before the LORD. 18 Since its blood was 
not brought inside the sanctuary, you should have eaten it in 
the sanctuary area, as I commanded.” 19 But Aaron replied to 
Moses, “See, today they presented their sin offering and 
their burnt offering before the LORD. Since these things have 
happened to me, if I had eaten the sin offering today, would 
it have been acceptable in the LORD’s sight?” 20 When Moses 
heard this, it was acceptable to him.

Leviticus 10:16-20
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Leviticus 10:16-20 cf. Num. 18:1-7
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1Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice, all 
deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all slander. 2 Like 
newborn infants, desire the pure milk of the 
word,, so that by it you may grow up into your 
salvation, 3 if you have tasted that the Lord is 
good., 4 As you come to him, a living stone—r 
ejected by people but chosen and honored by 
God—5 you yourselves, as living stones, a 
spiritual house, are being built to be a holy 
priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 2:1-5
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