
Major themes in Luke’s gospel: 
1. Role reversals: 1:52-53; 6:20-26; 13:30; 14:11; 

18:14 
- Outcasts are loved by God: the poor, tax collectors, 
sinners, women, Samaritans, & even the Gentiles are 
exalted above the rich, proud, & powerful. 

 
2. The dangers of wealth: 8:14; 12:13-34; 16:10-13, 

19-31; 18:18-30; it can choke out your faith 
- Jesus is constantly warning about power & wealth & 
commanding the rich to give what they have to the poor. 

 3.   Prayer: 3:21; 5:16; 6:12, 28; 9:18, 28-29; 10:1-2;        
……11:1-4; 18:1-8; 22:32, 39-46; 23:34, 46

- Jesus prays at every major point of His ministry!
4.    The Holy Spirit: 1:15-17, 35, 67; 2:25-27; 3:16, 22;   
…….4:1, 14, 18; 5:17; 11:13; 12:10-12; 24:49;  
     - Luke begins & ends with the power of the Holy Spirit & 
worship at the temple. He is central to Jesus’ ministry & 
promises. 5.   Salvation: 1:5-25, 26-2:38; 4:18-21; 5:30-32; 10:16-20;  

……19:10; 22:41-42; 24:44-47 (comes w/repentance) 
- Jesus being the Savior is emphasized heavily, it’s His 
mission. 
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20:45-21:4 – Temple corruption 

21:5-6 – Temple destruction prophesied 

vv7-19 – Deceptive signs & promised persecution

vv20-24 – The coming judgment on Jerusalem 

vv25-28 – The coming of the Son of Man

vv29-33 – Certainty of the end events 

vv34-36 – Be watchful and ready 

Luke 21 layout 
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“Now the outward face of the temple in its front 
wanted nothing that was likely to surprise either 
men’s minds or their eyes; for it was covered all 
over with plates of gold of great weight, and, at the 
first rising of the sun, reflected back a very fiery 
splendor, and made those who forced themselves 
to look upon it to turn their eyes away, just as they 
would have done at the sun’s own rays. But this 
temple appeared to strangers, when they were 
coming to it at a distance, like a mountain covered 
with snow; for as to those parts of it that were not 
gilt, they were exceeding white.”

- Josephus ca. A.D. 75, Wars 5:222



A Bronze

Lepton
These small bronze coins were minted during the reign of

Alexander the Great (336-323 BC). They remained in circulation

up to the time of Christ. The widow in the Gospels gave two

coins like this as an offering (Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4).
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BRONZE LEPTON

The widow in Mark 12 gave

two lepta coins to the temple,
each worth only half a prutah.

What one coin could buy:

A bath at the public bathhouse.

Translation of coin text:

"Of King Alexander"

Size

comparison



45 While all the people were listening, he said to his disciples, 
46 “Beware of the scribes, who want to go around in long robes 
and who love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in 
the synagogues, and the places of honor at banquets. 47 They 
devour widows’ houses and say long prayers just for show. 
These will receive harsher judgment.”  21 1 He looked up and 
saw the rich dropping their offerings into the temple treasury. 
2 He also saw a poor widow dropping in two tiny coins., 3 “Truly I 
tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all of 
them. 4 For all these people have put in gifts out of their 
surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live 
on.”  5 As some were talking about the temple, how it was 
adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he 
said, 6 “These things that you see—the days will come when not 
one stone will be left on another that will not be thrown 
down.”

Luke 20:45-21:6
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20:45-21:4 – Temple corruption 

21:5-6 – Temple destruction prophesied 

vv7-19 – Deceptive signs & promised persecution

vv20-24 – The coming judgment on Jerusalem 

vv25-28 – The coming of the Son of Man

vv29-33 – Certainty of the end events 

vv34-36 – Be watchful and ready 

Luke 21 layout 



6 “These things that you see—the days will come when 
not one stone will be left on another that will not be 
thrown down.”  (Luke 21:6)
35 But the days will come when the groom will be taken 
away from them—then they will fast in those 
days.” (Luke 5:35)

29 Look, the days are coming when they will say, 
‘Blessed are the women without children, the wombs 
that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
(Luke 23:29)

22 Then he told the disciples, “The days are coming 
when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of 
Man, but you won’t see it. (Luke 17:22)



5 As some were talking about the temple, 
how it was adorned with beautiful stones 
and gifts dedicated to God, he said, 
6 “These things that you see—the days 
will come when not one stone will be left 
on another that will not be thrown 
down.” 7 “Teacher,” they asked him, “so 
when will these things happen? And 
what will be the sign when these things 
are about to take place?”
 Luke 21:5-7
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8 Then he said, “Watch out that you 
are not deceived. For many will come 
in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and, 
‘The time is near.’ Don’t follow them. 
(Luke 21:8 cf. 17:22-24)

• Acts 5:36-37; 21:38; 2 Peter 2:1-3; 1 John 2:18

• Josephus ca. A.D. 75, Wars 6.5.2-3 



9 When you hear of wars and rebellions, don’t be alarmed. 
Indeed, it is necessary that these things take place first, but 
the end won’t come right away.” 10 Then he told them, 
“Nation will be raised up against nation, (Luke 21:9-10)

(2 Chron. 15:3-7) 3 For a long time Israel was without the 
true God, and without a teaching priest and without law, 
4 but when in their distress they turned to the LORD, the 
God of Israel, and sought him, he was found by them. 5 In 
those times there was no peace to him who went out or to 
him who came in, for great disturbances afflicted all the 
inhabitants of the lands. 6 They were broken in pieces. 
Nation was crushed by nation and city by city, for God 
troubled them with every sort of distress. 7 But you, take 
courage! Do not let your hands be weak, for your work 
shall be rewarded.”  - Azariah to king Asa



9 When you hear of wars and rebellions, 
don’t be alarmed. Indeed, it is necessary 
that these things take place first, but the 
end won’t come right away.” 10 Then he 
told them, “Nation will be raised up against 
nation, 11 There will be violent earthquakes, 
and famines and plagues in various places, 
and there will be terrifying sights and great 
signs from heaven.

Luke 21:9-11
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12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on 
you and persecute you. They will hand you over to the 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 
kings and governors because of my name. 13 This will give 
you an opportunity to bear witness. 14 Therefore make up 
your minds not to prepare your defense ahead of time, 
15 for I will give you such words and a wisdom that none of 
your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16 You 
will even be betrayed by parents, brothers, relatives, and 
friends. They will kill some of you. 17 You will be hated by 
everyone because of my name, 18 but not a hair of your 
head will be lost. 19 By your endurance, gain your lives. 

Luke 21:12-19
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Luke 21:12-19 cf. 1 Sam. 14:45; Heb. 10:36; Jam. 1:12; Rev. 2:10



Prediction in Luke 21:12–17 Fulfillment in Acts
Arrested (“lay their hands”) 4:3; 5:18; 12:1; 21:27

Persecuted 7:52; 8:3; 9:4–5; 12:4; 22:4, 
7–8; 26:11, 14–15

Conflict in synagogues 6:9; 9:2; 13:44–51; 17:1–5; 
19:8–10

Imprisoned 5:18; 12:3–5; 16:19–24; 
21:27–36; 28:16

Brought before kings and 
governors

12:1; 13:6–12; 18:12–17; 
23:24–33; 24:1, 10; 25:13–26; 
26:2, 27, 30

Given words to speak 
(12:11-12) 18:9–10; 23:11

None can withstand or 
oppose 6:10; 13:8–12

Executed 7:59–60; 12:2



20:45-21:4 – Temple corruption 

21:5-6 – Temple destruction prophesied 

vv7-19 – Deceptive signs & promised persecution

vv20-24 – The coming judgment on Jerusalem 

vv25-28 – The coming of the Son of Man

vv29-33 – Certainty of the end events 
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Luke 21 layout 



20 “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, 
then recognize that its desolation has come near. 
21 Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains. 
Those inside the city must leave it, and those who 
are in the country must not enter it, 22 because 
these are days of vengeance to fulfill all the things 
that are written. 23 Woe to pregnant women and 
nursing mothers in those days, for there will be 
great distress in the land and wrath against this 
people. 24 They will be killed by the sword and be 
led captive into all the nations, and Jerusalem will 
be trampled by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled. 

Luke 21:20-24
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20 “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, 
then recognize that its desolation has come near. 
21 Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains. 
Those inside the city must leave it, and those who 
are in the country must not enter it, 22 because 
these are days of vengeance to fulfill all the things 
that are written. 23 Woe to pregnant women and 
nursing mothers in those days (23:29), for there will 
be great distress in the land and wrath against this 
people. 24 They will be killed by the sword and be 
led captive into all the nations, and Jerusalem will 
be trampled by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled. 

Luke 21:20-24



“The whole body, however, of the Church at 
Jerusalem, having been commanded by a divine 
revelation, given to men of approved piety there 
before the war, removed from the city, and dwelt 
at a certain town beyond the Jordan, called Pella. 
Here those that believed in Christ, having removed 
from Jerusalem, as if holy men had entirely 
abandoned the royal city itself, and the whole land 
of Judea; the divine justice, for their crimes 
against Christ and his Apostles finally overtook 
them, totally destroying the whole generation of 
these evildoers form the earth.

– Eusebius ca. A.D. 324, History of the Church 3.5.3



25 “Then there will be signs in the sun, moon, and 
stars; and there will be anguish on the earth among 
nations bewildered by the roaring of the sea and 
the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and 
expectation of the things that are coming on the 
world, because the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 But when 
these things begin to take place, stand up and lift 
your heads, because your redemption is near.” 

Luke 21:25-28



25 “Then there will be signs in the sun, moon, and 
stars; and there will be anguish on the earth among 
nations bewildered by the roaring of the sea and 
the waves. (Luke 21:25)

(Isa. 13:9-10) 9  Behold, the day of the LORD comes, 
cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, 

to make the land a desolation 
and to destroy its sinners from it. 

10  For the stars of the heavens and their constellations 
will not give their light; 

the sun will be dark at its rising, 
and the moon will not shed its light.
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25 “Then there will be signs in the sun, moon, and 
stars; and there will be anguish on the earth among 
nations bewildered by the roaring of the sea and 
the waves. (Luke 21:25)

(Joel 2:30-32) 30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens 
and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. 
31 The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to 
blood, before the great and awesome day of the LORD 
comes. 32 And it shall come to pass that everyone who 

calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who 
escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors 

shall be those whom the LORD calls. 



25 “Then there will be signs in the sun, moon, and 
stars; and there will be anguish on the earth among 
nations bewildered by the roaring of the sea and 
the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and 
expectation of the things that are coming on the 
world, because the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 But when 
these things begin to take place, stand up and lift 
your heads, because your redemption is near.” 

Luke 21:25-28



26 People will faint from fear and expectation of the 
things that are coming on the world, because the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. (Luke 1:26)

(Isa. 34:2-5) 2  For the LORD is enraged against all the 
nations, and furious against all their host; he has 

devoted them to destruction, has given them over for 
slaughter. 3  Their slain shall be cast out, and the stench 
of their corpses shall rise; the mountains shall flow with 
their blood. 4  All the host of heaven shall rot away, and 
the skies roll up like a scroll. All their host shall fall, as 

leaves fall from the vine,  like leaves falling from the fig 
tree. 5  For my sword has drunk its fill in the 

heavens; behold, it descends for judgment upon 
Edom, upon the people I have devoted to destruction.
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of the things that are coming on the world, because 
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begin to take place, stand up and lift your heads, 
because your redemption is near.” 

Luke 21:25-28



25 “Then there will be signs in the sun, moon, and 
stars; and there will be anguish on the earth among 
nations bewildered by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. 26 People will faint from fear and expectation 
of the things that are coming on the world, because 
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then 
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. 28 But when these things 
begin to take place, stand up and lift your heads, 
because your redemption is near.” 

Luke 21:25-28 cf. Dan. 7:9-14





But what great event will they be waiting for? Luke, more than all 
the other gospels, has prepared us for the answer. His alert readers 
will not be surprised at Jesus’ prediction; it has been anticipated in 
many sayings over the last ten chapters or so, and Jesus’ dramatic 
action in the Temple was a prophetic sign, warning of what was to 
come. The Temple, the most beautiful building one could imagine, 
adorned and decorated by the skill and love of hundreds of years, 
and occupying the central place in the national life, religion and 
imagination—the Temple itself would be torn down. It had come to 
stand for the perversion of Israel’s call that Jesus had opposed 
throughout his public career. If he was right, the present Temple was 
wrong; if God was to vindicate him, that would have to include the 
Temple’s destruction. This was as unthinkable for a devout Jew as it 
would be for an American to imagine the destruction of the White 
House, the Washington Memorial and the Statue of Liberty; only 
much more so, because the Temple signified a thousand years of 
God’s dealings with Israel. --- Tom Wright, Luke for Everyone (London: Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2004), 251–252.



20:45-21:4 – Temple corruption 

21:5-6 – Temple destruction prophesied 

vv7-19 – Deceptive signs & promised persecution

vv20-24 – The coming judgment on Jerusalem 

vv25-28 – The coming of the Son of Man

vv29-33 – Certainty of the end events 

vv34-36 – Be watchful and ready 

Luke 21 layout 



29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the 
fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they 
put out leaves you can see for yourselves and 
recognize that summer is already near. 31 In 
the same way, when you see these things 
happening, recognize that the kingdom of God 
is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will 
certainly not pass away until all things take 
place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will never pass away.

Luke 21:29-33
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fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they 
put out leaves you can see for yourselves and 
recognize that summer is already near. 31 In 
the same way, when you see these things 
happening, recognize that the kingdom of God 
is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will 
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place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
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Luke 21:29-33 cf. Deut. 18:15-22; Rev. 21:1; Isa. 40:6-8 



34 “Be on your guard, so that your minds are 
not dulled from carousing, drunkenness, and 
worries of life, or that day will come on you 
unexpectedly 35 like a trap. For it will come on 
all who live on the face of the whole earth. 
36 But be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have strength to escape all these things 
that are going to take place and to stand 
before the Son of Man.” 

Luke 21:34-36
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