
MAJOR THEMES IN LUKE’S GOSPEL: 
1. Role reversals: 1:52-53; 6:20-26; 13:30; 14:11; 

18:14 
- Outcasts are loved by God: the poor, tax collectors, 
sinners, women, Samaritans, & even the Gentiles are 
exalted above the rich, proud, & powerful. 

 
2. The dangers of wealth: 8:14; 12:13-34; 16:10-13, 

19-31; 18:18-30; it can choke out your faith 
- Jesus is constantly warning about power & wealth & 
commanding the rich to give what they have to the poor. 

 3.   Prayer: 3:21; 5:16; 6:12, 28; 9:18, 28-29; 10:1-2;        
……11:1-4; 18:1-8; 22:32, 39-46; 23:34, 46

- Jesus prays at every major point of His ministry!
4.    The Holy Spirit: 1:15-17, 35, 67; 2:25-27; 3:16, 22;   
…….4:1, 14, 18; 5:17; 11:13; 12:10-12; 24:49;  
     - Luke begins & ends with the power of the Holy Spirit & 
worship at the temple. He is central to Jesus’ ministry & 
promises. 5.   Salvation: 1:5-25, 26-2:38; 4:18-21; 5:30-32; 10:16-20;  

……19:10; 22:41-42; 24:44-47
- Jesus being the Savior is emphasized heavily, it’s His 
mission. 



LUKE
A message of mercy to the 

marginalized  

The gospel according to 





vv1-12 - Fear God, not humanity 

vv13-21 - The parable of the rich fool 

vv22-34 - “Don’t worry about your life” 

vv35-48 - Be ready for the return of Christ 

vv49-53 - Jesus brings division 

vv54-59 - Can’t you see that judgment is coming?  

Luke 12 layout 



In the meantime, when so many thousands 
of the people had gathered together that 
they were trampling one another, he began 
to say to his disciples first, “Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 
2 Nothing is covered up that will not be 
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 
3 Therefore whatever you have said in the 
dark shall be heard in the light, and what you 
have whispered in private rooms shall be 
proclaimed on the housetops. 
Luke 12:1-3
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Hypocrisy is giving 
impressions of yourself to 

others that do not  
correspond to the real you 

internally or privately.



In the meantime, when so many thousands 
of the people had gathered together that 
they were trampling one another, he began 
to say to his disciples first, “Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 
2 Nothing is covered up that will not be 
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 
3 Therefore whatever you have said in the 
dark shall be heard in the light, and what 
you have whispered in private rooms shall 
be proclaimed on the housetops. 

Luke 12:1-3 cf. 1 Cor. 4:4-5 the Lord will judge & bring to light!



Hypocrisy may mean that we 
care about what people think 

of us more than what God 
thinks of us. 

It is an issue of faith. 



4 “I say to you, my friends, don’t fear those 
who kill the body, and after that can do 
nothing more. 5 But I will show you the one to 
fear: Fear him who has authority to throw 
people into hell after death. Yes, I say to you, 
this is the one to fear! 6 Aren’t five sparrows 
sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is 
forgotten in God’s sight. 7 Indeed, the hairs of 
your head are all counted. Don’t be afraid; 
you are worth more than many sparrows. 

Luke 12:4-7
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8 “And I say to you, anyone who acknowledges me 
before others, the Son of Man will also 
acknowledge him before the angels of God, 9 but 
whoever denies me before others will be denied 
before the angels of God. 10 Anyone who speaks a 
word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but 
the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will 
not be forgiven. 11 Whenever they bring you before 
synagogues and rulers and authorities, don’t worry 
about how you should defend yourselves or what 
you should say. 12 For the Holy Spirit will teach you 
at that very hour what must be said.” 
Luke 12:8-12
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“If you say that the Spirit’s work is in fact the work of the 
devil, you have begun to call evil good and good evil, a 
moral cul-de-sac without turning room. Here in Luke 12 
the intention seems broader. Someone who sees Jesus at 
work and misunderstands what is going on may speak 
against him, only to discover the truth and repent. But if 
someone denounces the work of the Spirit, such a person 
is cut off by that very action from profiting from that 
work. Once you declare that the spring of fresh water is in 
fact polluted, you will never drink from it. The one sure 
thing about this saying is that if someone is anxious about 
having committed the sin against the Holy Spirit, their 
anxiety is a clear sign that they have not.”
- Dr. Tom Wright, Luke for Everyone (London: Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, 2004), 149–150.
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13 Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother 
to divide the inheritance with me.”  14 “Friend,” he said to him, 
“who appointed me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 He then 
told them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because 
one’s life is not in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 Then he 
told them a parable: “A rich man’s land was very productive. 17 He 
thought to himself, ‘What should I do, since I don’t have 
anywhere to store my crops? 18 I will do this,’ he said. ‘I’ll tear 
down my barns and build bigger ones and store all my grain and 
my goods there. 19 Then I’ll say to myself, “You have many goods 
stored up for many years. Take it easy; eat, drink, and enjoy 
yourself.” ’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your 
life is demanded of you. And the things you have 
prepared—whose will they be?’ 21 “That’s how it is with the one 
who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

Luke 12:13-21
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vv1-12 - Fear God, not humanity 

vv13-21 - The parable of the rich fool 

vv22-34 - “Don’t worry about your life” 

vv35-48 - Be ready for the return of Christ 

vv49-53 - Jesus brings division 

vv54-59 - Can’t you see that judgment is coming?  

Luke 12 layout 



Luke 12:22-34 “Don’t worry about your life”

vv22-29: lesser to greater arguments that God cares for you

v30: two incentives to not worry: 1. the unbelievers do it 
2. God (your Father!) already knows your needs 

31 “But seek his kingdom, and these things will be provided 
for you. 32 Don’t be afraid, little flock, because your Father 
delights to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions 
and give to the poor. Make money-bags for yourselves that 
won’t grow old, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven, where 
no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
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cf. Isa. 40:11; Ezk. 34:11-31; Mtt. 9:36; Mrk. 6:34; Jhn. 10:11-18 
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Luke 12:35-48 - Be ready for the return of Christ 

V40 Why does Jesus use the “Son of Man” title?  

- What do we learn about Jesus in this verse? 
V37 What does it look like to be “alert” for us now?  

A: Dan. 7:13-14 the SoM has kingship (brings judgment)  

- When is Jesus returning? 
A: we don’t know (vv39-40) 

What could v45 look like for us today?

vv47-49 all will be held accountable based on what they 
were entrusted with. The sin of omission (cf. Jam. 4:17) will 
be punished just like sins of commission. “From everyone 
who has been given much, much will be required” (v48a cf. 
Matt. 25 - be ready w/extra oil & don’t bury talent!)



vv1-12 - Fear God, not humanity 

vv13-21 - The parable of the rich fool 

vv22-34 - “Don’t worry about your life” 

vv35-48 - Be ready for the return of Christ 

vv49-53 - Jesus brings division 

vv54-59 - Can’t you see that judgment is coming?  

Luke 12 layout 



Luke 12:49-59 – Jesus brings division & judgment 

V50 “baptism” into death (the cross cf. Mrk. 10:38; Rm. 6:3)
- “it consumes me until it is finished!” cf. John 19:28-30

V49 judgment is coming to earth (“fire” cf. 3:9, 16-17)

V51 (cf. 2:14 “peace among those w/whom He’s pleased”) 

V53 cf. Mic. 7:6 – even households will be divided on Jesus 
54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 
right away you say, ‘A storm is coming,’ and so it does. 55 And when the 
south wind is blowing, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is. 
56 Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth 
and the sky, but why don’t you know how to interpret this present 
time? 57 “Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you are 
going with your adversary to the ruler, make an effort to settle with him 
on the way. Then he won’t drag you before the judge, the judge hand 
you over to the bailiff, and the bailiff throw you into prison. 59 I tell you, 
you will never get out of there until you have paid the last penny.”,
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