


Unity by 
Humility 
1 Peter 5:1-7



1. The example of the New Testament church

Local church membership is based on…

2. The existence of church government 

3. The exercise of church discipline 

4. The exhortation of mutual edification 



11 And (*Jesus*) himself gave some to be 
apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 
12 to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, to build up the body of Christ, 
13 until we all reach unity in the faith and 
in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing 
into maturity with a stature measured by 
Christ’s fullness.
Ephesians 4:11-13
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1 I exhort the elders among you as a fellow 
elder and witness to the sufferings of Christ, 
as well as one who shares in the glory about 
to be revealed: 2 Shepherd God’s flock among 
you, not overseeing out of compulsion but 
willingly, as God would have you; not out of 
greed for money but eagerly; 3 not lording it 
over those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock.

1 Peter 5:1-3
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2 keeping our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith. For the joy that lay before 
him, he endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.
Hebrews 12:2
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over your souls as those who will 
give an account, so that they can 
do this with joy and not with 
grief, for that would be 
unprofitable for you.
Hebrews 13:17
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42 Jesus called them over and said to them, “You 
know that those who are regarded as rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and those in high 
positions act as tyrants over them. 43 But it is not 
so among you. On the contrary, whoever wants 
to become great among you will be your 
servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among 
you will be a slave to all. 45 For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”,

Mark 10:42-45
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3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition 
or conceit, but in humility consider 
others as more important than 
yourselves. 4 Everyone should look 
not to his own interests, but rather 
to the interests of others.

Philippians 2:3-4
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hand of God, so that he may exalt you at the 
proper time, 7 casting all your cares on him, 
because he cares about you.
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