
When Family Is Broken      Gen 29:14b-30 
  
Psalm 55:4-8 
4My heart is in anguish within me; the terrors of death assail me.  
5Fear and trembling have beset me; horror has overwhelmed me.  
6I said, “Oh, that I had the wings of a dove!  
I would fly away and be at rest—  
7I would flee far away  
and stay in the desert;  Selah  
8I would hurry to my place of shelter,  
far from the tempest and storm.”  
  
Genesis 21:8-10 
8 The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great 
feast. 9 But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was 
mocking, 10 and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that 
slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.”  
  
Abraham & Sarah 
 Ishmael -sent away 
 Isaac  -treasured 
  
Gen 25:28 
28 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.  
  
Isaac & Rebekah 
 Esau first born  favored by dad 
 Jacob second born favored by mom 
  
Genesis 29:16-18 
16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, and the name of the 
younger was Rachel. 17 Leah had weak eyes, but Rachel was lovely in form, and beautiful. 18 

Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, “I’ll work for you seven years in return for your 
younger daughter Rachel.”  
  
 
 
 



Genesis 29:21-28 
21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife. My time is completed, and I want to lie with 
her.”  22 So Laban brought together all the people of the place and gave a feast. 23 But when 
evening came, he took his daughter Leah and gave her to Jacob, and Jacob lay with her. 24 

And Laban gave his servant girl Zilpah to his daughter as her maidservant.  
25 When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have 
done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?”  
26 Laban replied, “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before 
the older one. 27 Finish this daughter’s bridal week; then we will give you the younger one 
also, in return for another seven years of work.”  
28 And Jacob did so. He finished the week with Leah, and then Laban gave him his daughter 
Rachel to be his wife. 
  
Jacob (Israel) 
 Leah  unloved wife 
 Rachel loved wife 
  
Generational Patterns/Circles/Sins 
 -Alcoholism 
 -Abuse 
 -Affairs 
 -Divorce 
 -Controlling Behaviors 
 -Unhealthy Conflict 
  
What to do about it? 

1.  Remember God is still there 
  
What to do about it? 

2. Forgive/let it go 
  
Matthew 18:21 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 
when he sins against me? Up to seven times?”  
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
  
What to do about it? 

3. Show Grace 



Luke 15:20-24 
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’  
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a 
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a 
feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.’ So they began to celebrate.  
  
What to do about it? 

4. Learn new patterns of behavior 
  
Ephesians 4:22-24 
22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is 
being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 

and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  
  
Ephesians 4:28-29 
28 He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful 
with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.  
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 
  
 
 


