
Back to the Basics:  Repentance 
 
41.52 μετανοέω; μετάνοια, ας f: to change one’s way of life as the result of a complete 
change of thought and attitude with regard to sin and righteousness—‘to repent, to change 
one’s way, repentance.’ 
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament based on Semantic Domains-Luow-Nida 
 
Acts 19:17-20 
17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized 
with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. 18 Many of those who 
believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds. 19 A number who had practiced 
sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the 
value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 20 In this way the word of the 
Lord spread widely and grew in power.  
  
Luke 3:8a, 10-14 
8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance . . . 
10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.  
11 John answered, “The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the 
one who has food should do the same.”  
12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”  
13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.  
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”  
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your 
pay.”  
  
Repentance:  Means a change in heart and behavior, turning from living for ourselves to 
living like Jesus 
  
Jonah 3:3-10 
3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very 
important city—a visit required three days. 4 On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He 
proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” 5 The Ninevites believed 
God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.  
6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal 
robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7 Then he issued a 
proclamation in Nineveh:  



“By the decree of the king and his nobles:  
Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But 
let man and beast be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them 
give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet relent and with 
compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.”  
10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had 
compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.  
  
Luke 11:32 
The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for 
they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.  
  
Repentance:  Means a change in heart and behavior, turning from living for ourselves to 
living like Jesus 
  
Hebrews 12:14 
14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will 
see the Lord. 
  
Romans 12:1 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 
  
Therefore let us love one another, so that we all may enter in the kingdom of God.  While we 
still have time to be healed, let us place ourselves in the hands of God the physician, and 
pay him what is due.  What is that?  Sincere, heartfelt repentance 

2 Clement 9:6-8, The Apostolic Fathers:  Greek Texts and English Translations 
  
2 Timothy 2:25-26 
25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them 
repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their 
senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.  
  
Luke 15:1-10 
Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him. 2 But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.”  



3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses 
one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost 
sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes 
home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 
found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not 
need to repent.  
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, 
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls 
her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 

In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.”  
  
Repentance:  Means a change in heart and behavior, turning from living for ourselves to 
living like Jesus 
 


