


Acts 4:1-22 
Boldness Under 

Pressure

When opposition comes, followers of 
Jesus are called to stand firm



Courage grows when 
you care more about 
what God thinks than 

what others think. 

1. Throughout church history, Christians were thrown to wild animals, crucified, turned into human torches, and tortured in all the cruel ways evil men could devise. 
Uncounted thousands of martyrs met their deaths with a calmness and serenity that unnerved their tormentors.


2. The modern church rarely faces physical persecution. 

1. Satan’s attacks have been far subtler. C.S. Lewis says, “Satan’s persecutions today aim at the ego. They threaten our selfish pride, need for acceptance, 

or status. Satan has largely destroyed the spiritual effectiveness of the church without having to kill the individual believers in it. In fact, letting believers 
live self-centered, complacent, indolent, worldly lives is more effective in keeping people from being attracted to the Christian faith than killing them. 
Martyrs are respected for the strength of their character; compromisers are despised.” 


2. The early church was attacked multiple times: Acts 3, 5, 7, 8, and 12.

3. Jesus said in John 15: If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; 

but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  

4. Paul told Timothy in 2 Tim 3: Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. Peter added in 1 Peter 2:21: You have been called for 

a purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps.

3. Christians who love godly, Christ-centered lives will inevitably come into conflict with the satanic world system, and the day may soon come when believers will be 

physically persecuted, tortured, or even martyred, as the world escalates its hatred of the true gospel.  



Acts 4:1-4

The 
Persecution 
Manifested

The authorities were greatly disturbed by the apostles for several reasons.

They were annoyed that they were teaching the people at all. They had no reputation as teachers, no sanctions, no credentials, yet had a huge crowd and 
stirred up a major commotion. 

Next they were from Galilee and nothing good has ever come from Galilee. Albert Barnes wrote that they were offended that unlearned Galileans, in no way 
connected with the priestly office, and unauthorized by the, should presume to set themselves up as religious teachers. 

Lastly, the major source of irritation was Peter and John’s proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. Jewish leaders executed Jesus as a 
blasphemer; now the apostles were boldly proclaiming Him as the resurrected Messiah. They rejected the idea of general resurrection because, if Jesus had 
risen, they were exposed as heretics


Unable to tolerate the apostles, they laid hands on them and put them in jail until the next day. The Sanhedrin would not meet until the next day. 




The Persectiuin Met

• Be Submissive (vv5-7) 

• Be Filled With the Holy Spirit (v. 8a) 

• The filling of the Spirit occurs when 
the believer walks in obedience to the 
Word and Spirit. Yielding to His 
control releases His Power in the 
believer's life.  

• Be Aggressive in Seizing Opportunities 
(vv. 8-13) 

• Be Obedient to God at All Costs 
(vv14-22)

Acts 4:5-22

Submissive:

Peter and John offered no resistance during their arrest, nor did they resist when arraigned before the Sanhedrin. 


The Sanhedrin was the ruling body of the nation (under the  ultimate authority of the Romans)

In the Old Testament, when a miracle was performed, they were to examine the miracle, and if it led people away from God, the nation was 
responsible for stoning him. 


They demanded to know by what power or in what name the apostles had healed the lame man. A Name represented authority, making Peter and 
John look like Rebels since they had not given them authority to act. Whatever their reason for preaching, it opened the door for Peter.


Be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Peter faced persecution triumphantly because he was filled with the Holy Spirit. Luke 12:11-12 tells us that Christ had told the disciples that “when they bring 
you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not become anxious about how or what you should speak in your defense, or what you 
should say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say” 

Ministry and witness depends on the filling of the H.S. 

Filled here means that Peter yielded control to the Spirit. He did not become filled with lengthy prayer or an emotional experience. The filling of the Spirit 
occurs when the believer walks in obedience to the Word and Spirit. Yeilding to His control releases His Power in the believers life. 

A Spirit-filled, uncompromising church will be uncomfortable in the world, since it will be a rebuke to it. It will, however, be a powerful, victorious church. Peter 
and John confronted the world head-on, with a boldness and eloquence that caused their opponents to marvel. They were victorious because they were 
Spirit-filled.


Be Aggressive In Seizing Opportunities

Peter displayed great courage and went on the offensive. Submission is not cowardice. He began by indicting them for the incongruity of putting him and John 
on trail for healing a sick man.




Since they asked…he told them his desire was for all people of Israel to know that by the name of Jesus Christ, whom they crucified, but God raised from the 
dead- the beggar stood before them in good health. 

By pointing out that they executed Jesus but God raised Him up, Peter showed them to be the enemies of God. Peter refused to compromise the gospel by 
deleting what would offend the Sanhedrin.

Peter quotes Psalm 118:22 - Not leading them away but preaching the Old Testament saying Jesus was the stone which was rejected by them, the builders or 
leaders of the nation. 


While they rejected him God made Him the corner stone through His resurrection and exaltation.

Peter gives them a chance to repent


The exclusivism of Christianity goes against the grain of our religiously pluralistic society. A chapel built at the North Pole in February 1959 by the men of 
Operation Deep Freeze 4 typifies the prevalent attitude today toward religious belief. The structure contained an altar, over which was hung a picture of Jesus, 
a crucifix, a star of David, and a lotus leaf (representing the Buddha). On the wall of the chapel was an inscription that read “Now it can be said that the earth 
turns on the point of faith.”

Christians preach an exclusive Christ in an inclusive age. Because of that, we are often accused of being narrow-minded, even intolerant. Many paths, it is 
said, lead to the top of the mountain of religious enlightenment. How dare we insist that ours is the only one? In reality, however, there are only two religious 
paths: the broad way of works salvation leading to destruction, and the narrow way of faith in the only Savior leading to eternal life (Matt. 7:13–14). Religious 
people are on either one or the other. Sadly, the Sanhedrin and all who followed them were on the broad road to hell.

While Peter failed to sften the hearts of the leaders. They were impressed that these uneducated and untrained mean could argue so effectively from the 
Scriptures. Two Galilean fisherman powerfully and successfully argued their case before the elite Jewish supreme court. Realizing that they did exactly what 
Jesus had done. 

The attempt to silence the apostles' teaching had given them a priceless opportunity. They boldly seized it and proclaimed the gospel to the highest officials of 
the nation. 

Face persecution with the boldest proclamation of the truth. 


BE OBEDIENT TO GOD AT ALL COSTS

This caused them to be in an impossible situation. The presence of the healed man standing with them put the Sanhedrin in an impossible position. At the 
moment, the Sanhedrin had nothing to say in reply. 

After asking them to leave they realized they realized that Peter and John broke no laws and ably defended themselves with OT scripture. Punishing them 
would be risky, with a noteworthy miracle having taken place through them.

Sadly, though they could not deny it, neither were they willing to accept it. They were a living illustration of our Lord’s words in John 3:19 that “the light is come 
into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.”

The Sanhedrin was reliving its worst nightmare. And tried to tell the apospels not to spread it any further among the people/ 

Peter and John answered they would refuse to obey. Is it right in the sight of God to give heed to men rather than to God?

While denying their order that treated them with respect. 

One obvious way for the Sanhedrin to escape their dilemma would have been to deny that Jesus rose from the dead. 


FF Bruce: It is particularly striking that neither on this nor on any subsequent occasion (so far as our information goes) did the Sanhedrin take any 
serious action to disprove the apostles’ central affirmation—the resurrection of Jesus. Had it seemed possible to refute them on this point, how readily 
would the Sanhedrin have seized the opportunity! Had they succeeded, how quickly and completely the new movement would have collapsed!



`


