Sermon Date: 3-22-26 ﬁc ALVA RY Senior Pastor, Todd Strain

Genesis: The Book of Beginnings - Week 9

Text: Genesis 22:1-14

Main Idea: God tests faith not to destroy it but to strengthen it, and ultimately reveals
that His greatest provision is found in the cross of Jesus Christ.

Introduction

Genesis 22 is one of the most significant and memorable passages in all of Scripture. It
comes after God’s promise to Abraham to give him a son and build a great nation
through him. That promise was fulfilled in Isaac.

Now, years later, God tests Abraham in a way that seems shocking and difficult to
understand. This passage is not only about Abraham’s faith, but about God’s character
and His ultimate plan of redemption.

Key Truth

God provides what we cannot, and His greatest provision is found in Jesus Christ.

Scripture Reading

Genesis 22:1-2
Read the passage and observe:
+ God initiates the test
+ Abraham responds immediately
+ The command involves great cost

Faith Is Tested Through Obedience

Genesis 22:1-3
“Sometime later God tested Abraham...”
God’s command required Abraham to give up:
* his son
* his future
+ the very promise God had made

Study Notes
+ This was a test, not a punishment.



Sermon Date: 3-22-26 Senior Pastor, Todd Strain

+ God was not trying to destroy Abraham, but to reveal and strengthen his faith.
+ Abraham obeyed immediately (“early the next morning”).
+ Faith is revealed not by words, but by actions.

Discussion Questions
1. Why is it important that this event is described as a “test”?
2. What made this command especially difficult for Abraham?
3. What does Abraham’s immediate response reveal about his faith?

Application

Faith is demonstrated through obedience, even when God’s commands are difficult or
unclear.

Faith Trusts God Even Without Full Understanding

Genesis 22:4-8
“We will worship and then we will come back to you.”
“God himself will provide the lamb...”

Study Notes
« Abraham trusted God despite not knowing how the situation would resolve.
+ He believed God would keep His promise, even if it required a miracle.
+ Hebrews 11 tells us Abraham believed God could raise Isaac from the dead.
+ Abraham’s statement shows confidence in God’s provision.

Discussion Questions
1. What does Abraham’s statement to his servants reveal about his faith?
2. Why is it difficult to trust God without knowing the outcome?
3. What does this passage teach about trusting God’s character?

Application
Faith trusts God’s promises even when circumstances do not make sense.

God Provides a Substitute

Genesis 22:9-14
“The Lord will provide.”
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Study Notes
+ God stops Abraham before Isaac is sacrificed.
* Aram is provided as a substitute in Isaac’s place.
+ This introduces the concept of substitutionary atonement.
+ Abraham names the place “The Lord Will Provide” (Jehovah Jireh).
+ The phrase means: God sees and provides for the need.

Discussion Questions
1. Why is the ram significant in this story?
2. What does it mean that God “provides”?
3. How does this event reveal God’s character?

Application
God does not ignore human need—He sees it and provides for it in His way and timing.

The Cross Is God’s Ultimate Provision

Key Insight from the Passage
This event is a foreshadowing of the gospel.

Study Notes
* |saac carried the wood for the sacrifice — Jesus carried the cross.
* Abraham was willing to give his son = God actually gave His Son.

* A substitute was provided — Jesus became our substitute.
+ Mount Moriah later becomes the region where Jesus is crucified.

Biblical Connection
+ Sin requires payment (atonement).
+ Jesus paid that price fully on the cross.
* He is the Lamb of God who takes away sin.

Discussion Questions
1. How does this story point forward to Jesus?
2. What is substitutionary atonement?
3. Why is the cross the greatest provision of God?
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Application

Our greatest need is not material—it is forgiveness.
God has already met that need through Jesus Christ.

Faith Will Be Tested in the Believer’s Life

James 1:2-4
“The testing of your faith produces perseverance...”

Study Notes
« Testing is part of the Christian life.
+ Tests come through hardship, uncertainty, and even success.
+ God uses testing to refine, strengthen, and mature faith.
+ Faith is proven genuine through obedience.

Discussion Questions
1. What are some ways faith is tested today?
2. Why does God allow testing in the life of believers?
3. How should believers respond to trials?

Application

God’s tests are not meant to break you, but to grow you.
Trust Him in both difficult and comfortable seasons.

Faith and Obedience

Abraham’s faith was made visible through his obedience.
* He believed God (Genesis 15:6)
« He obeyed God (Genesis 22)

Study Notes
+ Faith and obedience work together.
+ Obedience does not earn salvation, but it reveals genuine faith.
+ A lack of obedience reveals a lack of trust.

Discussion Questions
1. How are faith and obedience connected?
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2. Can someone claim faith without obedience?
3. What area of life requires obedience right now?

Application
True faith results in action. Obedience is the evidence of trust in God.

Gospel Connection

Genesis 22 points directly to the gospel:

+ God provided a substitute for Isaac

« God provided Jesus as the substitute for sinners
The gospel message:

+ Sin separates us from God

+ The penalty for sin is death

+ Jesus took our place and paid that penalty

+ Through faith in Him, we are forgiven and restored

Group Discussion

Why is Genesis 22 such a significant passage in Scripture?

What does this story teach about the nature of faith?

How does God’s provision in this story connect to the cross?
What does it mean that God “sees to it”?

How should believers respond when their faith is tested?

What does obedience look like in real-life situations today?

How does this passage deepen your understanding of the gospel?
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Personal Reflection

1. Have | trusted in God’s ultimate provision through Jesus Christ?

2. Am | currently in a season where my faith is being tested?

3. Is there something God is calling me to obey that | am resisting?

4. Do | trust God’s provision, even when | don’t understand His plan?
Prayer

Father, thank You for revealing Yourself as the God who provides. Thank You for
meeting our greatest need through Jesus Christ. Help us to trust You as Abraham did,
even when we do not understand Your plans. Strengthen our faith in times of testing,
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and lead us to walk in obedience. Remind us daily that the cross is enough and that
Your provision is perfect. In Jesus’ name, amen.



