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Joseph: The Dreamer 
Text: Genesis 37:2–36 
Theme: God has a purpose for your life, and even unexpected detours are part of His 
plan.


 
Introduction 
Genesis 37 begins the story of Joseph—a 17-year-old with big dreams and a difficult 
family situation.


What starts as a vision from God quickly turns into:


• jealousy

• betrayal

• suffering

• uncertainty


 
Yet behind it all is a powerful truth: 
God is sovereign and faithful—even when life takes unexpected turns.


 
Scripture Reading 

Genesis 37:5 (NIV) 

“Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more.”


 
Point 1: God Has a Dream and Vision for Your Life 

Genesis 37:11 (NIV) 

“His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.”


Supporting Scriptures 

• Romans 8:29

• Ephesians 2:10
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Study Notes 

• Joseph’s dreams were not random—they were given by God

• His brothers rejected the vision, but his father pondered it

• God still gives purpose—not always through dreams, but through His Word


 
God’s Vision for Your Life 

Romans 8:29


• To be conformed to the image of Christ

• To grow spiritually over time


 
Ephesians 2:10


• You are God’s workmanship

• Created for good works

• Designed with purpose in advance


 
What This Means 

God’s plan is bigger than:


• career

• success

• comfort


 
His primary vision is:


• Christlikeness (who you are becoming)

• Kingdom impact (what you are doing for Him)


 
Discussion Questions 

1. How did Joseph’s brothers respond differently than his father to the dream?

2. Why do people sometimes resist or reject God’s vision?

3. What does it mean for your life to be “conformed to the image of Christ”?

4. Are you pursuing God’s vision or your own?
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Application 

Keep God’s purpose “in mind”—let it shape how you think, live, and make decisions 
daily.


 
Point 2: Detours Are the Intended Direction 

Genesis 37:28 (NIV) 

“…they sold him for twenty shekels of silver… and took him to Egypt.”


Study Notes 

• Joseph’s dream did not unfold how he expected

• Instead of promotion, he experienced:


• betrayal

• abandonment

• slavery


 
From Joseph’s perspective:


• the dream seemed lost

• life took a detour


 
From God’s perspective:


• this was the path

 
Key Insight 

What feels like a detour to us is often God’s intended direction.


 
Understanding Life’s Detours 

1. Detours Are Unexpected 

• Job loss

• Relationship changes

• Illness or hardship 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2. Detours Are Not Surprises to God 

• God is still in control

• Nothing is outside His plan


 
3. Detours Prepare You 

• Character is formed

• Faith is strengthened

• Maturity is developed


 
Joseph wasn’t ready at 17 for what God had planned— 
the detour was preparation.


 
“Meanwhile” Moments 

Genesis 37:36 (NIV) 

“Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt…”


Study Notes 

• While Joseph suffered, God was working behind the scenes

• “Meanwhile” = God’s unseen activity


 
Truth to Hold Onto 

Even when you can’t see it—God is working.


 
Discussion Questions 

1. What detours have you experienced in your life?

2. How did those moments shape you spiritually?

3. Why is it difficult to trust God during unexpected seasons?

4. What does it look like to trust God when life doesn’t make sense?

5. Where do you need to believe that “meanwhile, God is working”?
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Personal Reflection 
• Do I truly believe God has a purpose for my life?

• Am I focused more on my plan or God’s plan?

• How am I responding to the current “detour” in my life?

• What might God be preparing me for right now?
 

Gospel Connection 
Joseph’s story points to a greater truth:


• Joseph was rejected by his brothers → Jesus was rejected by His people

• Joseph suffered before being exalted → Jesus suffered before glory

• Joseph’s story brought salvation to many → Jesus brings salvation to all


 
God’s plan often includes:


• suffering before glory

• waiting before fulfillment
 

Application 
• Trust God’s vision even when you don’t see the full picture

• Stay faithful in detours—they are not wasted

• Believe God is working “meanwhile” even when life feels uncertain
 

Closing Prayer 
Father, thank You that You have a purpose and vision for our lives. Help us trust You 
when the path doesn’t make sense. In the detours, remind us that You are still working. 
Shape us into the image of Christ and lead us to walk in the good works You’ve 
prepared for us. Give us faith to trust You fully. In Jesus’ name, amen.



