Sermon Date: 5-3-26 Senior Pastor, Todd Strain

Joseph: The Interpreter

Text: Genesis 40, Genesis 41
Supporting Texts: Philippians 4:8

Main ldea

How can we remain consistent through the ups and downs of life?
By staying spiritually prepared, recognizing God’s work, and choosing the right
mindset.

Key Passage Overview

In Genesis 40-41, Joseph experiences both deep discouragement and incredible
promotion:

* Forgotten in prison for two years after helping the cupbearer
+ Faithful even in waiting

« Suddenly called before Pharaoh

* Interprets dreams through God’s power

+ Elevated from prison to second in command over Egypt

Joseph'’s life shows that God is sovereign in both the waiting and the breakthrough.

3 Ways to Stay Consistent in Every Season

1. Stay in Spiritual Shape
Joseph was ready when his moment came because he stayed prepared.

Key Thought:
Preparation happens in the waiting, not just the spotlight.

How to Stay in Shape:
+ Lead yourself (personal spiritual disciplines)

 Be led by others (community, groups)
+ Lead others (serve and disciple)
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Discussion Questions:

« What spiritual habits are currently shaping your life?
+ Where have you grown spiritually inconsistent?
+ What step can you take this week to “get back in shape”?

2. Look for God at Work

Joseph consistently recognized that God was working, even in prison.

Key Truth:
God is always at work around you, even when you don’t see it.

From the Sermon:

« Joseph saw God in:
« Interpreting dreams
- Serving others
» Unexpected opportunities
* He didn’t just observe—he joined God in the work

Discussion Questions:
*  Where have you seen God working recently?

*  Are you paying attention, or missing opportunities?
*  What might God be inviting you to step into right now?

3. Focus on the Good

Joseph chose to focus on God’s goodness instead of his pain.
Example from Joseph:

+ Named one son Manasseh (“God made me forget my trouble”)
+ Named the other Ephraim (“God made me fruitful in suffering”)

Biblical Instruction:

+ Philippians 4:8 — Think on what is true, noble, right, pure, and praiseworthy

Key Principle:
What you focus on shapes your attitude and faith.

Discussion Questions:

« What are you currently focusing on, the problem or God’s goodness?
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+ How does your mindset affect your faith?
+ What is one way you can intentionally refocus this week?

Big Takeaways

* God is present in every season: pit, prison, and palace
+ Waiting seasons are preparation seasons

* Faithfulness in small moments leads to God-sized opportunities
* Your mindset will determine your consistency

Personal Reflection

« Am | spiritually ready for what God may bring next?
* Do | actively look for God’s work in my life?
+ Am | choosing to focus on God’s goodness even in hardship?

Prayer Prompt

Ask God to:

+ Strengthen your consistency in every season
« Open your eyes to see where He is working
* Help you focus on His goodness instead of your circumstances



