Sermon Date: 11-8-26 Senior Pastor, Todd Strain

Hebrews: No Turning Back

Week 9

Main Scripture: Hebrews 13:1-14
Getting Started

Throughout Hebrews, we've been reminded to remain faithful to Christ despite
opposition, persecution, and hardship.

As the letter concludes, the writer challenges believers to remain faithful not only in
what they believe but also in how they live.

When we begin to compromise the truth of God's Word, our behavior will eventually
follow. Hebrews 13 addresses four practical areas where our faith should be evident:
love, marriage, money, and truth.

Opening Discussion: How can pressure from the world cause Christians to
compromise not only what they believe but also how they live?

1. Keep Loving Others

Read Hebrews 13:1-3 and Philippians 4:5-7.

The writer of Hebrews calls us to show hospitality to strangers. Biblical hospitality
means showing love to those who are different from us, including people who may not
think like us, believe like us, or even treat us kindly.

We're also reminded to continue loving our brothers and sisters in Christ and to care
for those who are suffering because of their faith.

When we experience pressure, stress, or opposition, it's easy to become irritable,
withdrawn, or focused only on our own problems. But difficult circumstances should
never become an excuse to stop loving others.

Even when life is difficult, we're called to look beyond ourselves and show love to
others, including those who may oppose us.

Discussion Questions:

1. Why is it sometimes more difficult to show love and compassion when we're
experiencing stress or hardship?
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2. What does biblical hospitality look like toward people who are different from us?
3.  How can serving others help shift our attention away from our own difficulties?

4.  Who in your life might need encouragement, compassion, or practical help this
week?

2. Honor God's Design for Marriage

Read Hebrews 13:4.

Marriage is God's good design: one man and one woman together for life, with sexual
intimacy reserved for that relationship.

We're called not only to uphold God's design for marriage but also to protect its purity.
For married couples, this means remaining faithful to one another and intentionally
cultivating a healthy marriage. For everyone, it means honoring the boundaries God

has established for sexual intimacy.

The values of the world may differ from what Scripture teaches, but opposition or
ridicule should not cause us to compromise God's Word.

Discussion Questions:

1. What does it mean for marriage to be honored by all, whether someone is
married or single?

2. Why is it important to uphold God's design even when it conflicts with cultural
expectations?

3.  How can married couples intentionally strengthen and protect their relationship?

4. How can we communicate biblical convictions about marriage and sexuality
with both truth and compassion?

3. Find Security in God, Not Money

Read Hebrews 13:5-6 and Hebrews 10:34.

Money and possessions are necessary parts of life, but they can easily become the
source of our security.

Often, our desire for more money isn't simply about pleasure or having nicer things. It's
about believing that financial stability will protect us from life's uncertainties.
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But money and possessions can disappear.

The Hebrew Christians understood this reality. Some had experienced the loss of their
property because of their faith.

The writer reminds them of God's promise:
"Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you."

Our ultimate security is not found in what we own but in the One who will never
abandon us.

Discussion Questions:
1. Why do we often associate financial security with peace and stability?

2.  How can the pursuit of money or possessions compete with our devotion to
God?

3. How does God's promise never to leave or forsake us change our perspective
on material things?

4.  Would you be willing to sacrifice financial opportunities or possessions rather
than compromise your faith?

4. Hold Fast to the Truth of the Gospel

Read Hebrews 13:7-9 and Galatians 1:6-9.

The writer of Hebrews warns believers not to be carried away by teachings that
contradict the gospel.

Some were tempted to blend their faith in Christ with elements of the old covenant,
believing that following certain religious practices would make them acceptable to
God.

But our acceptance before God comes through His grace, not through religious rituals
or human effort.

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” - Hebrews 13:8

The truth of the gospel does not change because of cultural pressure or popular
opinion.

We must remain grounded in God's Word, refusing to compromise its truth simply to
gain the approval of others.
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Discussion Questions:

1.  Why are Christians sometimes tempted to soften or compromise biblical truth to
gain acceptance?

2.  What does Hebrews 13:8 teach us about the reliability of Jesus and the gospel?

3.  How can we recognize teachings that contradict Scripture, even when they
sound appealing?

4. How can we stand firm in biblical truth while demonstrating gentleness and
respect toward those who disagree?

Closing Challenge: Go Where Jesus Is

Read Hebrews 13:11-14 and 1 Peter 3:15.

Under the old covenant, the bodies of certain sacrifices were taken outside the camp.
Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make us holy through His own blood.

The writer of Hebrews calls believers to go to Him outside the camp, even if it means
bearing the same disgrace He endured.

Following Jesus may require us to leave behind what is comfortable or familiar. We may
experience rejection, ridicule, or opposition because of our faith.

But Hebrews reminds us that this world is not our permanent home.

What we stand to lose here is worth nothing in comparison to what we stand to
gain.

We're called to remain faithful in what we believe and how we live, trusting that Christ
is worth whatever following Him may cost.

Final Discussion Questions:

1. In what areas of your life are you most tempted to compromise your faith to
avoid opposition?

2. What does it look like to follow Jesus even when doing so makes you different
from those around you?

3. How does remembering our eternal hope give us courage to remain faithful?

Living It Out This Week
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Consider these four practical challenges:

* Love: Intentionally show compassion or hospitality to someone outside your
usual circle.

*  Marriage: Honor God's design through your choices, relationships, and
commitment to purity.

*  Money: Examine whether your sense of security rests more in your possessions
or in God's promises.

*  Truth: Identify an area where cultural pressure may be influencing your
convictions and return to Scripture for guidance.

Closing Prayer

Father, thank You for the truth of Your Word and the hope we have in Christ. Help us
remain faithful to You in both what we believe and how we live. Teach us to love others,
honor Your design for our lives, trust You above our possessions, and stand firm in the
truth of the gospel. Give us courage to follow Jesus even when it brings opposition,
remembering that what awaits us in eternity is greater than anything we might lose
here. In Jesus' name, Amen.



