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The Power to Change the Future

I. Power and Majesty and Honor

Jude 24-25 (NIV®)
24To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious
presence without fault and with great joy— 2> to the only God our Savior be glory,
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and
forevermore! Amen.

Revelation 5:12—-13 (NIV®)
121n a loud voice they sang: “"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the
sea, and all that is in them, singing: “To him who sits on the throne and to the
Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!”

Daniel 2:20-23 (NIV®)

20“Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. 2! He
changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them. He gives wisdom to
the wise and knowledge to the discerning. 22 He reveals deep and hidden things;
he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with him. 23T thank and praise
you, O God of my fathers: You have given me wisdom and power, you have made
known to me what we asked of you, you have made known to us the dream of the
king.”

Isaiah 45:7 (NIV®)
I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the Lord,
do all these things.

Hebrews 4:13 (NIV®)
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare
before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
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II. Ahab Changed the Future

1 Kings 21:17-19 (NIV®)
17 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: 8“Go down to meet Ahab king
of Israel, who rules in Samaria. He is now in Naboth'’s vineyard, where he has gone to
take possession of it. 1° Say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: Have you not murdered
a man and seized his property?’ Then say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: In the
place where dogs licked up Naboth'’s blood, dogs will lick up your blood—yes, yours!”

1 Kings 21:20-24 (NIV®)
20 Ahab said to Elijah, “So you have found me, my enemy!” I have found you,” he
answered, “because you have sold yourself to do evil in the eyes of the Lord. 21'T am
going to bring disaster on you. I will consume your descendants and cut off from Ahab
every last male in Israel—slave or free. 221 will make your house like that of Jeroboam
son of Nebat and that of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have provoked me to
anger and have caused Israel to sin.’ 22 “And also concerning Jezebel the Lord says:
‘Dogs will devour Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.” 2 “Dogs will eat those belonging to
Ahab who die in the city, and the birds of the air will feed on those who die in the
country.”

1 Kings 21:25-29 (NIV®)
2> (There was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes
of the Lord, urged on by Jezebel his wife. 26 He behaved in the vilest manner by going
after idols, like the Amorites the Lord drove out before Israel.) 2 When Ahab heard
these words, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and fasted. He lay in sackcloth and
went around meekly. 2 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: 2° “Have
you noticed how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because he has humbled
himself, T will not bring this disaster in his day, but I will bring it on his house in the
days of his son.”

III. “Forgive our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.”
Psalm 51:1-14 (NIV®)

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great

compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me

from my sin. 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4 Against

you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved

right when you speak and justified when you judge. > Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful
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from the time my mother conceived me. © Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you
teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones
you have crushed rejoice. ° Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 1°
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 1! Do not cast
me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of
your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13 Then I will teach
transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. * Save me from bloodguilt,
O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.
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