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Tale of Two Books 
 

 
I. Scripture, God’s Provision 

2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NIV84®) 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 

Joshua 1:7–8 (NIV84®) 
7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do 
not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do 
not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, 
so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 
successful. 
 

Psalm 1:1–3 (NIV84®) 
1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of 
sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf 
does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 
 
 
II. Personal vs. Theoretical 
 

A. Forms of Deception 
Matthew 24:3–4 (NIV84®) 

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they 
said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the 
age?” 4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:9–11 (NIV84®) 
Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual 
offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit 
the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
 

Galatians 6:7 (NIV84®) 
Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 
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B. Two Books 
 

Creation Narrative 
Genesis 1:1–3 (NIV84®) 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters.  
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
 
Introduction of Satan and Sin 

Genesis 3:1 (NIV84®) 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
 
Jesus Confronts Unclean Spirits 

Mark 1:21–26 (NIV84®) 
21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and 
began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one 
who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who 
was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 25 “Be quiet!” said 
Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him 
with a shriek. 
 
Jesus’ Commandment to His Disciples 

Acts 1:3–9 (NIV84®) 
3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he 
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do 
not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.”  

6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.”  

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight. 
 
Biblically Literate & Spiritually Blind 

Matthew 23:16–22 (NIV84®) 
16 “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; 
but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ 17 You blind fools! 
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Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 18 You also say, ‘If 
anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift on it, he is 
bound by his oath.’ 19 You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the 
gift sacred? 20 Therefore, he who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21 

And he who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 22 And he who 
swears by heaven swears by God’s throne and by the one who sits on it. 
 

Matthew 15:1–20 (NIV84®) 
1 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2 

“Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before 
they eat!”  

3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 

For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses his father or mother 
must be put to death.’ 5 But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, ‘Whatever help 
you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God,’ 6 he is not to ‘honor his 
father’ with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 7 You hypocrites! 
Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:  

8 “ ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  
9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’”  
10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. 11 What goes into a man’s 

mouth does not make him ‘unclean,’ but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him 
‘unclean.’ ”  

12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the Pharisees were 
offended when they heard this?” 13 He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not 
planted will be pulled up by the roots. 14 Leave them; they are blind guides. If a blind man leads 
a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”  

15 Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.”  
16 “Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth 
goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 18 But the things that come out of the mouth 
come from the heart, and these make a man ‘unclean.’ 19 For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are what 
make a man ‘unclean’; but eating with unwashed hands does not make him ‘unclean.’ ” 
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