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Worship, Thanksgiving & Praise
Worship & Authority

Hosea 14:1-3 (NIV®)
1 Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God. Your sins have been your downfall!
2Take words with you and return to the Lord. Say to him: “Forgive all our sins
and receive us graciously, that we may offer the fruit of our lips.
3 Assyria cannot save us; we will not mount war-horses. We will never again say ‘Our gods’ to
what our own hands have made, for in you the fatherless find compassion.”

Hebrews 13:15 (NIV®)
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of
lips that confess his name.

King Jehoshaphat

2 Chronicles 20:2—4 (NIV®)
2 Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, “A vast army is coming against you from Edom, from
the other side of the Sea. It is already in Hazazon Tamar” (that is, En Gedi). 3 Alarmed,
Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the Lord, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. * The
people of Judah came together to seek help from the Lord; indeed, they came from every town
in Judah to seek him.

2 Chronicles 20:13-17 (NIV®)
13 All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little ones, stood there before the
Lord.
14Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son
of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite and descendant of Asaph, as he stood in the assembly.
15He said: "“Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the
Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is
not yours, but God'’s. ¢ Tomorrow march down against them. They will be climbing up by the
Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel. 7 You will not
have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord
will give you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face
them tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you.” ”

2 Chronicles 20:18-19 (NIV®)
18 Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to the ground, and all the people of Judah and Jerusalem
fell down in worship before the Lord. *° Then some Levites from the Kohathites and Korahites
stood up and praised the Lord, the God of Israel, with very loud voice.
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2 Chronicles 20:20-21 (NIV®)
20 Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood
and said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have faith in the Lord your God and
you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be successful.” 2! After consulting the
people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lord and to praise him for the splendor of
his holiness as they went out at the head of the army, saying: “Give thanks to the Lord, for his
love endures forever.”

2 Chronicles 20:22-24 (NIV®)
22 As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against the men of Ammon and
Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated. 2> The men of Ammon
and Moab rose up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them. After they
finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 2* When the men
of Judah came to the place that overlooks the desert and looked toward the vast army, they
saw only dead bodies lying on the ground; no one had escaped.

2 Chronicles 20:27-30 (NIV®)
2’ Then, led by Jehoshaphat, all the men of Judah and Jerusalem returned joyfully to Jerusalem,
for the Lord had given them cause to rejoice over their enemies. 2 They entered Jerusalem and
went to the temple of the Lord with harps and lutes and trumpets. ?° The fear of God came
upon all the kingdoms of the countries when they heard how the Lord had fought against the
enemies of Israel. 3° And the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God had given him
rest on every side.

Peter in Jerusalem

Acts 12:1-5 (NIV®)
1 Tt was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending
to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. > When
he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the
Feast of Unleavened Bread. * After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be
guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial
after the Passover. > So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God
for him.

Acts 12:6-11 (NIV®)
® The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,
bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the
Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up.
“Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. & Then the angel said to him, “Put
on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me,”
the angel told him. ° Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the
angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. '° They passed the
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first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by
itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the
angel left him. ! Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the
Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish
people were anticipating.”

Acts 12:17 (NIV®)
Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him
out of prison. “Tell James and the brothers about this,” he said, and then he left for another
place.

Paul & Silas

Acts 16:22-28 (NIV®)
22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to
be stripped and beaten. 2 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison,
and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. >* Upon receiving such orders, he put
them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 2> About midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26
Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken.
At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose. 2’ The jailer woke
up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself
because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 2% But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We
are all here!”

Prayer

Through the blood of Jesus, I am redeemed out of the hand of the devil;

Through the blood of Jesus, all my sins are forgiven;

The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, continually cleanses me from all sin;

Through the blood of Jesus I am sanctified, made holy, set apart to God;

Through the blood of Jesus I am justified, made righteous, just as if I'd never sinned.
My body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, redeemed, cleansed by the blood of Jesus;
Therefore, Satan has no place in me, no power over me, through the blood of Jesus.
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