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Pastor Eric Jay 
 
Prayer:  Almighty God, as Scripture teaches, we are all individually part of Your workmanship 
created in Christ Jesus to testify to Your goodness and mercy.  Help us, Lord, to worship You by 
being united in faith and by building one another up in love.  Amen. 
 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:17-20 
If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an 
ear, where would the sense of smell be?  But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every 
one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they were all one part, where would the body 
be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
 
Devotional – “Many One” 
I don’t think that any two experiences are exactly the same, certainly no two people are exactly 
the same, and no two circumstances are the same.  
 
For all of the things we have in common, for all of the ways we may share similarities and for all 
the ways that today’s politically correct culture and society may want us to be the same, there 
are many unavoidable and fundamental differences between everyone and everything.  
Although there are many today who fight hard to blur the distinctions between us, the truth is, 
variety and differentiation are essential not only for our existence but for our enjoyment of life. 
 
The majesty and splendor of God’s created universe is in its diversity and the evidence of His 
power is evidenced by the apparent fragility by which He holds all things together.  The same 
can be said for mankind.  The beauty of humanity is found in the fact that each of us is as the 
psalmist describes in Psalm 139:14, we are “fearfully and wonderfully made.” 
 
Though we all are undoubtedly unique, there is one bond we all share that makes us 
fundamentally the same, the bond of sin.  As the Scriptures make clear in Ecclesiastes 7:20, 
“Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins.”  
Yet we also share in the same grace of God given to us in Christ Jesus.  As John 3:16 famously 
says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in 
Him will never perish but have everlasting life.”  Christ’s death on the cross paid for the sins of 
the world, and His resurrection made salvation available to everyone.  To truly find life and 
enjoy life we must be united not with other sinful men but be united to the Risen Jesus Christ 
who is life.   
 

“Uniquely the Same”
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When we find our purpose and meaning and value in the God who has given us life, then we 
are not threatened or discouraged by our difference, but rather celebrate them being unified in 
faith.  God is infinitely larger and more complex than we could ever imagine, and He wants to 
shine His light in us and through us in different ways.  This is part of the gift given to the church 
and that testifies to God’s love and mercy.  This is what Paul is talking about in our text for 
today when he says, “As it is, there are many parts, but one body.”  Through the church, the 
Body of Christ comprised of diversity and differences united in faith, Christ displays His love for 
all people and desire for them to be saved. 
 
Thanks for joining me for another daily devotion, and remember, God has forgiven yesterday, is 
with you today and has already taken care of tomorrow.  Amen. 
 


