
Sermon Questions & Verses
Jacob’s Return to Bethel

Genesis 35:1-15

1.	This text reminds us that true evidence of repentance is to completely turn from 
this world. Where do you need to separate? Have you changed into a different kind 
of  
conduct? What modern day idols have influence over your life? What things in this 
world do you crave? Parents, are you guarding the door of your home? 		      
    Ephesians 4:22-24, 1 John 2:15-17, Joel 2:13, Psalm 51:1,4,17, 2 Timothy   		
	 2:19-25, Acts 26:20

2.	Evidence of repentance is a life poured out to God. To be poured out is to sacrifice  
everything to God, give up my rights and recognize Jesus as Lord. Considering 
that, would you say your life is poured out as a living sacrifice to God? In your 
work? In your marriage? In your service? If not, what needs to change for this to be 
true? What needs to change for you to resume a life of worship?  
   Romans 12:1-2, Philippians 2:17, Romans 14:7-8, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

3.	This text reminds us that God gives mercy to the undeserving. Do you recognize 
how merciful God is to you? Where has God been faithful to you even though you 
have been unfaithful to him. How do you respond to His mercy?  
    Isaiah 53:6, Jonah 4:2-3, Psalm 86:15, Ephesians 2:4-5, Lamentations 3:22-23

4.	God is faithful to keep His Promises. Where do you need to persevere in trusting 
the promises of God?  
   Hebrews 10:23, Joshua 21:45, Proverbs 30:5, Psalm 36:5, 2 Timothy 2:13



Genesis 35:1-15: Jacob’s Return to Bethel

35 Then God said to Jacob, “Get ready and move to Bethel and settle there. Build an 
altar there to the God who appeared to you when you fled from your brother, Esau.”

2 So Jacob told everyone in his household, “Get rid of all your pagan idols, puri-
fy yourselves, and put on clean clothing. 3 We are now going to Bethel, where I will 
build an altar to the God who answered my prayers when I was in distress. He has 
been with me wherever I have gone.”

4 So they gave Jacob all their pagan idols and earrings, and he buried them under 
the great tree near Shechem. 5 As they set out, a terror from God spread over the 
people in all the towns of that area, so no one attacked Jacob’s family.

6 Eventually, Jacob and his household arrived at Luz (also called Bethel) in Canaan. 7 
Jacob built an altar there and named the place El-bethel (which means “God of 
Bethel”), because God had appeared to him there when he was fleeing from his 
brother, Esau.

8 Soon after this, Rebekah’s old nurse, Deborah, died. She was buried beneath the 
oak tree in the valley below Bethel. Ever since, the tree has been called Allon-bacuth 
(which means “oak of weeping”).

9 Now that Jacob had returned from Paddan-Aram, God appeared to him again at 
Bethel. God blessed him, 10 saying, “Your name is Jacob, but you will not be called 
Jacob any longer. From now on your name will be Israel.”[a] So God renamed him 
Israel.

11 Then God said, “I am El-Shaddai— ‘God Almighty.’ Be fruitful and multiply. You 
will become a great nation, even many nations. Kings will be among your 
descendants! 12 And I will give you the land I once gave to Abraham and Isaac. Yes, 
I will give it to you and your descendants after you.” 13 Then God went up from the 
place where he had spoken to Jacob.

14 Jacob set up a stone pillar to mark the place where God had spoken to him. Then 
he poured wine over it as an offering to God and anointed the pillar with olive oil. 
15And Jacob named the place Bethel (which means “house of God”), because God 
had spoken to him there.


