Pillars: God Dependent
Sermon Discussion Guide

Brief Sermon Summary

This sermon highlights that the early church was held together not by programs, strategy, or
comfort, but by complete dependence on God through prayer. In Acts 1-4, when pressure,
threats, and fear arose, believers did not ask for safety or ease. Instead, they prayed for
boldness and for God to act for His glory. God-dependence is not optional—it is the primary
pillar that sustains faith, courage, and obedience. When prayer weakens, spiritual stability
fades. When dependence is restored, God strengthens His people.

Discussion Questions

1. Dependence vs. Independence

Question: Why is God-dependence so difficult for our culture and for young adults in
particular?

Possible Answer: Our culture celebrates self-sufficiency and control, while Scripture teaches
continual dependence on God. Independence can feel strong, but it often leads to spiritual
weakness.

2. Prayer as a Pillar
Question: Is prayer a pillar in your life, or something you turn to only when life gets difficult?

Possible Answer: The early church prayed consistently and together, especially under
pressure. Prayer was foundational, not optional.

3. Boldness Over Safety
Question: Why do you think the early church prayed for boldness instead of protection?

Possible Answer: They trusted God’s sovereignty and prioritized obedience over comfort,
believing the gospel was worth the cost.

4. What Our Prayers Reveal
Question: What do your prayers reveal about what you truly depend on?

Possible Answer: If prayers focus mainly on comfort or control, they may reflect self-reliance.
Biblical prayer often seeks God’s glory and faithfulness.



5. Pressure and Faith
Question: How does pressure reveal whether your faith is built on activity or on dependence?

Possible Answer: When pressure comes, activity alone cannot sustain faith. Dependence on
God through prayer becomes essential.

6. Personal Application
Question: What is one specific step you can take this week to grow in God-dependence?

Possible Answer: Examples include setting aside intentional prayer time, praying Scripture, or
praying for boldness to live and speak faithfully.



