


D A N I E L
FAITH UNDER FIRE

DANIEL 3:1-30 
“Friends in a Fiery Furnace”



“Right is right, even if 
everyone is against it, 
and wrong is wrong, 
even if everyone is for 
it.” 
 
-Willian Penn



- Head of Gold - Babylon (612-539 BC) 
- Chest/Arms of Silver - Medo-Persia 
(539-331BC) 
- Belly/Thighs of Bronze - Greece 
(331-63 BC) 
- Legs Iron - Rome (63 BC-476 AD)



•The dream showed a statue with four 
sections: 
–The head was gold.  
–The chest was silver.  
–The belly and thighs were bronze.  
–The legs were made of iron and the 
feet were iron mixed with clay.





Daniel 3:1

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an 
image of gold, whose height was sixty 
cubits and its width six cubits. He set it 
up in the plain of Dura, in the province 
of Babylon.



Daniel 3:2

And King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to gather 
together the satraps, the administrators, the 
governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the 
judges, the magistrates, and all the officials of 
the provinces, to come to the dedication of the 
image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  



Daniel 3:3
So the satraps, the administrators, the governors, 
the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the 
magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces 
gathered together for the dedication of the 
image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up; 
and they stood before the image that 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.



Daniel 3:4

Then a herald cried aloud: “To you it is 
commanded, O peoples, nations, and 
languages.



Daniel 3:5
That at the time you hear the sound of the 
horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in 
symphony with all kinds of music, you 
shall fall down and worship the gold 
image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set 
up;



Daniel 3:6

And whoever does not fall down and 
worship shall be cast immediately into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace.



Daniel 3:7
So at that time, when all the people heard 
the sound of the horn, flute, harp, and lyre, 
in symphony with all kinds of music, all the 
people, nations, and languages fell down 
and worshiped the gold image which King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.



Daniel 3:8

Therefore at that time certain 
Chaldeans came forward and accused 
the Jews.



Daniel 3:9-10
9 They spoke and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, 
“O king, live forever! That’s the kind of phrase you 
use whenever you want to address the king, 10 
You, O king, have made a decree that everyone 
who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, 
and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, 
shall fall down and worship the gold image;



Daniel 3:11

And whoever does not fall down and 
worship shall be cast into the midst of 
a burning fiery furnace.



Daniel 3:12
There are certain Jews whom you have set 
over the affairs of the province of Babylon: 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these 
men, O king, have not paid due regard to 
you. They do not serve your gods or worship 
the gold image which you have set up.” 



Daniel 3:13

Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and 
fury, gave the command to bring 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. 
So they brought these men before the 
king.



Daniel 3:14

Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to 
them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve 
my gods or worship the gold image 
which I have set up?



Daniel 3:15
Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound 
of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony 
with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship 
the image which I have made, good! But if you do not 
worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst 
of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who 
will deliver you from my hands?



Daniel 3:16

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego 
answered and said to the king, “O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to 
answer you in this matter.



Daniel 3:17

If that is the case, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and He will 
deliver us from your hand, O king.



Daniel 3:18

“But if not, let it be known to you, O 
king, that we do not serve your gods, 
nor will we worship the gold image 
which you have set up.”



1 John 2:15-16
Do not love the world or the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is 
in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of 
the Father but is of the world.



1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Whatever God commands us to do, 
God will give us the strength and 

the ability to do it!



You're responsible to be obedient to 
what God has called you to do!



“Then, Athanasius 
is against the 
whole world!”



Hebrews 7:25a

Therefore He is also able to save [a]to 
the uttermost those who come to God 
through Him…



Jude 1:24

Now to Him who is able to keep [a]you 
from stumbling, 
And to present you faultless 
Before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy,



Daniel 3:17

If that is the case, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and He will 
deliver us from your hand, O king.



Daniel 3:18

“But if not, let it be known to you, O 
king, that we do not serve your gods, 
nor will we worship the gold image 
which you have set up.”



Never be afraid to accept  
the will of God!



Is it ever okay to disobey the powers that 
be? 

The answer is yes—if the edicts and the 
commandments of men command us to 

do something that is disobedience to God. 



Daniel 3:18

“But if not, let it be known to you, O 
king, that we do not serve your gods, 
nor will we worship the gold image 
which you have set up.”



Daniel 3:19
Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and 
the expression on his face changed 
toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego. He spoke and commanded that 
they heat the furnace seven times more 
than it was usually heated.



Daniel 3:20-21
20 And he commanded certain mighty men of 
valor who were in his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-Nego, and cast them into 
the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men 
were bound in their coats, their trousers, their 
turbans, and their other garments, and were cast 
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.



Daniel 3:22

Therefore, because the king’s 
command was urgent, and the furnace 
exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire 
killed those men who took up 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego.



Daniel 3:23-24
23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego, fell down bound into the midst of the 
burning fiery furnace. 24 Then King 
Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in 
haste and spoke, saying to his counselors, “Did we 
not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?” 
They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.”



Daniel 3:25

“Look!” he answered, “I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire; 
and they are not hurt, and the form of 
the fourth is like the Son of God.”



“In times of affliction 
we commonly meet 

with the sweetest 
experiences of the 

love of God. 
 

-John Bunyan



Daniel 3:26

Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the mouth 
of the burning fiery furnace and spoke, 
saying, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, 
servants of the Most High God, come out, and 
come here.” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego came from the midst of the fire.



Daniel 3:27

And the satraps, administrators, governors, 
and the king’s counselors gathered together, 
and they saw these men on whose bodies the 
fire had no power; the hair of their head was 
not singed nor were their garments affected, 
and the smell of fire was not on them.



Daniel 3:28
Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, “Blessed be the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, 
who sent His Angel and delivered His servants 
who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the 
king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they 
should not serve nor worship any god except 
their own God!



Daniel 3:29

Therefore I make a decree that any people, 
nation, or language which speaks anything 
amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-Nego shall be cut in pieces, and their 
houses shall be made an ash heap; because 
there is no other God who can deliver like this.



Daniel 3:30

Then the king promoted Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, in the 
province of Babylon.



4 Takeaways

1. They experienced God’s presence (verse 
25)
2. They experienced God’s power (verse 27) 
3. They experienced God’s preservation 
(verse 27) 
4. They experienced God’s promotion (VS 30)
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