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BOTTOM LINE: OTHER PEOPLE’S STORIES NOT ONLY TEACH US MORE ABOUT WHO THEY ARE, 
THEY ENRICH OUR LIVES AS WELL.       
SCRIPTURE REFERENCES: LUKE 7:36-38, 39, 40-43

For most of your students, the idea of putting themselves out there and reaching out to people outside of 
their normal circle of friends is both intimidating and risky. This week, help your students see the value of 
taking the time to get to know others in order for them to have a better understanding of themselves. As 
they answer the following questions, remember that some of them may feel that they are represented by the 
woman in the story—an outsider who wants to be known and loved. Be sensitive to where your students are 
coming from and let the questions direct the conversation rather than dictate the direction. 

Create meaningful conversation. Adjust questions as needed, and don’t feel like you need to answer all of them. 

1. Have you ever been really surprised by hearing someone’s story and finding out that there was way more 
              to it than you originally imagined?

2. Are there people that you have written off and later wished you had spent some time getting to know?

3. What do you think makes you want to take the time to get to know some people and not others? 

4. Have you ever heard the story of the woman washing Jesus’ feet with her tears before?

5. Put yourself in the place of the Pharisee who invited Jesus over for dinner. What would it have been like 
              to have a random woman show up at your house and make a scene in front of your dinner guests?

6. Why do you think the Pharisee was so concerned with how this woman was treating Jesus and Jesus’ 
              reaction to her?

7. Why do you think that the story Jesus tells focuses on the idea of cancelling debt instead of on the idea 
              of the evils of prostitution? Who is Jesus trying to teach?

8. How do you think the assumptions the Pharisee made about the woman affected the way he treated her? 
              How do you think your assumptions about somebody affect how you treat them? 

9. When we judge people, does it speak more to who they are or to who we are? Explain.

10. How do you think listening to other people’s stories give us insight into who we are?

11. Who are some of the people in your life that you have considered unimportant and unworthy of hearing  
              their story? Do you feel that way because of what you know, have heard, or see about that person?

12. What would it look like to get rid of all preconceived notions about people and then take the time to get 
              to know them?

NEXT STEP
This week, imagine what you would tell someone about yourself if a random person were to ask you to 
spend some time with them and tell them your story. What would you want them to know? What would you 
feel uncomfortable sharing? Where would God pop-up as a character in your story? Take some time to write 
your story down and keep it so that you can go back and read it as your story evolves and changes. 
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