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I HAVE FINISHED THE RACE, &
I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH.
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Enduring in Difficult Times

This Present Darkness
2 Timothy 3:1-15




2 Timothy 3:1-9 (A Glimpse into the Future)

3 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2For people will

be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, slanderers, disobedient to
parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-
control, brutal, haters of good, 4treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God, ®holding to a form of godliness although they have denied
its power; avoid such people as these. ® For among them are those who slip into

households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various
impulses, 7always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the

truth. 8Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the
truth, men of depraved mind, worthless in regard to the faith. ® But they will not make
further progress; for their foolishness will be obvious to all, just as was that also

of Jannes and Jambres.




Your talk talks
And your walk walks
But your walk talks
Louder
Than your talk talks

Unknown




“| like your Christ; | do not like your Christians.

Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.”

Mahatma Gandhi




Arriving at a knowledge of the truth means
coming to personal faith in Jesus Christ.




2 Timothy 3:10-15 (A Glimpse of the Present)

1" Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith,

patience, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to
me at Antioch, at lconium, and at Lystra; what persecutions | endured, and out of
them all the Lord rescued me! 12Indeed, all who want to live in a godly way in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted. 13 But evil people and impostors will proceed from bad to
worse, deceiving and being deceived. *You, however, continue in the things you have

learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have

learned them, '® and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which
are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.




SO WHAT?

* We must be realistic — times will get more difficult.
* We are to reject evil.
* Sometimes it looks as though evil will win — it won’t.
* Some people who present themselves as representatives and ministers of the
Gospel will be deceivers.

* We are to become convinced of the truth we have learned.




The things we have learned through our studies must become matters of belief.
Knowledge must lead to conviction because conviction prompts action.

Our walk is a product of what we truly believe.




“Evil cannot stand the light of truth; it will either flee in shame or
vainly struggle to cover it up. We are to shine the light!”

Charles Swindoll
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