+WHAT HAPPENS NEXT

Week 2 - “God’s Plan for the Ages”

Read Daniel 9:20-27. The prophecy that the angel Gabriel gave
to Daniel included a spiritual revival among the Jewish people.
How would you describe the current relationship between the
church and the Jewish people? In what ways are those two groups
connected and disconnected?

Read Matthew 16:13-17. The prophecy that Gabriel delivered to
Daniel also pointed forward to the arrival of the Messiah. How
did Peter indicate in this passage that he understood Jesus to be
the fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophecies concerning the
Messiah? What are some of the ways Jesus’ appearance has
shaped our world in the centuries since his resurrection?

Read Psalm 28:7-9. Followers of Jesus have literally staked their
eternal destiny on the truth of God’s Word. Your hope for eternal

life rests in your belief that God’s Word is true. What helps you to
trust in the Bible as the foundation for your eternal future?
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Read Matthew 25:1-13. In this parable, Jesus commended the
five virgins who took oil with them and were prepared for the
bridegroom’s return. What was Jesus’ point as it relates to his
followers? Why is it important to understand and be ready for
what happens next on God’s time line?

Read Isaiah 11:6-9. This prophecy portends a unique chapter in
human history. It sounds like heaven. But when you read Isaiah
11:10-11, you find that those verses look forward to the same
prophetic period, but it does not appear that the eternal state has
yet begun. Do you think what Isaiah was describing in verses 6-
9 is actually the millennium? How do you respond to these kinds
of promises in the Bible of a golden age here on earth?

Read Acts 1:6-9. This was Jesus’ final conversation with his
disciples before he ascended into heaven. How does the
disciples’ question reflect their belief in a literal kingdom on
earth ruled by the Messiah? How does Jesus’ answer add to your
understanding of such a kingdom?
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