Summary

This sermon centers on the call to make God's house a true house of prayer, drawn from Luke 19:46 and
Psalm 27. The pastor shares a personal story about how God used an unexpected sign (a repeating number
on a scale) to convict Him that the church must prioritize prayer above all else. He challenges the
congregation to believe that prayer is a God-given force capable of moving heaven and bringing its power
to earth, and He leads the church through several moments of corporate prayer and ministry throughout
the message. Moving through Psalm 27, the pastor addresses three key struggles that hold people back
from a deeper walk with God: fear and anxiety, the Spirit of rejection and feeling like an orphan, and
spiritual hunger and double-mindedness. He calls the congregation to seek God's face with expectation, to
wait on the Lord with active hope, and to believe that they will see His goodness in the land of the living.
The service includes anointing with oil, prayer for physical healing, and a corporate prayer over the
church itself, all rooted in the conviction that true freedom is not about what is absent but about who is

present.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today with open hearts and willing spirits. As we gather to discuss
Your Word and what You have spoken to us, we ask that You would quiet every distraction and every
doubt. Holy Spirit, move among us just as You did in that service. Show us where fear, rejection, or
spiritual coldness has taken root, and replace it with Your hope, Your love, and Your peace. Lord, we do
not want a surface-level encounter today. We want to know You deeply. Have Your way in this group, and

let every person leave changed by Your presence. In Jesus' name, amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one thing you do every single day without fail, and how did that habit get started?

Key Verses

o Luke 19:46
e Psalm 27:1
e Psalm 27:4



e Psalm 27:13-14
e Isaiah 41:10

e Romans 8:15

e James 4:8

e 2 Timothy 1:7

Questions

e The pastor was convicted by Luke 19:46, where Jesus says His house shall be a house of prayer.
How much of a priority is prayer in your own life, and what tends to crowd it out?

e Andrew Murray wrote that God has entrusted us with a force in prayer that can move the heavenly
world and bring its power to earth. Do you genuinely believe that? What does your prayer life
reveal about what you actually believe?

e Psalm 27:1 declares that the Lord is our light and our stronghold. In what area of your life do you
most need God to be your stronghold right now, and why is it hard to let Him fill that role?

e The pastor described the Spirit of fear and the Spirit of slavery (Romans 8:15) as two lies the
enemy uses to keep us from walking in freedom. Which of these two lies do you find yourself most
susceptible to, and how does it show up in your daily life?

e The pastor said that when we draw near to God, we will see our own imperfections because He is
the mirror and the standard. Have you experienced that kind of spiritual conviction when drawing
close to God? How did you respond?

e Psalm 27:13 says, 'I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living'
(ESV). Is there something specific you have been praying and believing for over a long period of
time? How do you keep hope alive when the answer has not yet come?

e The Hebrew word for 'wait' in Psalm 27:14 carries the idea of being full of expectation and on the
lookout. How does that definition change the way you think about waiting on God? What would it
look like practically to wait on God with that kind of active expectation?

e The pastor closed by praying over the church as a body, asking God to fulfill the call of that local
house. What do you believe God has called your church to be and to do, and how can your small

group play a role in that?

Life Application

This week, set aside at least 10 to 15 minutes each day specifically for prayer, not Bible reading, not

worship music, but focused, intentional conversation with God. Use Psalm 27 as a guide. Start by



declaring that the Lord is your light and your stronghold (verse 1), then ask Him to reveal any area of fear,
rejection, or double-mindedness in your heart. Write down what He shows you and bring it back to your
group next week. If there is something you have been believing God for over a long period of time, write
it down and pray over it each day with the expectation that you will see His goodness in the land of the

living.

Key Takeaways

¢ God's house is meant to be a house of prayer above all else, and when prayer is neglected, the
church loses the very thing that gives it power and purpose.

¢ True freedom is not defined by the absence of pain or struggle but by the presence of God, and
prayer is the primary way we position ourselves to experience that presence.

e The enemy uses fear and a Spirit of rejection to keep believers from walking in the identity God has
given them as adopted sons and daughters, but the Holy Spirit is greater and is ready to break those
chains.

e Waiting on the Lord is not passive. It is an active, expectant posture of faith that says God is about
to move, and it requires us to keep praying, keep believing, and keep our hope alive even when the
answer has not yet arrived.

e Corporate prayer is one of the most powerful things a church can do together, and every believer
has a role to play in standing in faith for one another, for healing, and for the mission of the local

church.

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, we thank You for the time we have shared together today. We thank You that Your Word is
alive and that it does not return void. As we leave this discussion, we ask that You would seal everything
You have spoken to each person in this room. Where there is fear, replace it with Your perfect love. Where
there is rejection, remind us that we are adopted, chosen, and fully belonging to You. Where there is
spiritual coldness or double-mindedness, ignite a fresh hunger and a single-minded devotion to Your
presence. Lord, let this group be a praying group. Let us carry the things we have discussed into our daily
lives and into our prayer closets. And Lord, we lift up every need, every miracle we are believing for, and
every person we love who does not yet know You. We declare with confidence that we will see Your

goodness in the land of the living. In the mighty name of Jesus, amen.



