Summary

This sermon opens a new series called "Battle Plans: How to Defeat the Enemy" with a focus on
defending the mind. The pastor uses the analogy of learning a new language to describe what it means to
renew your mind in God's Word. Just as fluency in a language comes through consistent immersion,
thinking God's way requires daily, ongoing exposure to Scripture. Romans 12:2 serves as the foundation:
transformation comes not through willpower but through the renewing of the mind. The pastor walks
through Genesis 3 to show how Satan's primary weapon is lies, and how Eve's indifference to God's Word
made her vulnerable. She deleted God's generosity, added burdens He never placed, and softened the
certainty of His warnings. The same patterns show up in believers today. The antidote is saturating our
lives with Scripture, just as Jesus used the Word to defeat temptation. When God's truth becomes the
loudest voice in our lives, the lies of the enemy lose their grip, and we begin to see ourselves, our

circumstances, and our future through God's eyes rather than the enemy's.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today grateful for the gift of Your Word and the truth it carries. As
we open our hearts and minds to discuss what it means to renew our thinking, we ask that You would do
exactly that in each of us right now. Remove any distraction, any lie, or any voice that is competing with
Yours. Give us ears to hear what You want to say to us today, not just what we expect or what feels
comfortable. Holy Spirit, lead this conversation and let it be more than an exchange of ideas. Let it be a

moment where You speak directly to each person here. In Jesus' name, amen.

Ice Breaker

What is a language, skill, or hobby you tried to learn, and what made it easy or hard to stick with it?

Key Verses

Romans 12:2

Romans 8:6

John 8:44

Genesis 3:1



Genesis 3:4

Genesis 3:5

Philippians 4:8
1 John 5:3

Questions

e The pastor compared renewing your mind to learning a new language, saying true fluency comes
when you start to think and even dream in that language. In what ways have you experienced your
thinking beginning to shift the more time you spend in God's Word?

e Satan's strategy in Genesis 3 was to question, deny, and then replace God's Word. Where do you see
those same three tactics showing up in culture or in your own thought life today?

¢ Eve deleted God's generosity, added burdens He never placed, and softened the certainty of His
warnings. Which of those three patterns do you find yourself most prone to, and why do you think
that is?

e The pastor said, "Whatever voice you listen to the most will eventually be the voice you obey." What
voices are currently competing the loudest for your attention, and how are they shaping the way
you see yourself or your situation?

e The pastor challenged his group to ask God, 'Is there a lie I am believing?' and was surprised by
what God revealed. If you were to ask that question honestly right now, what area of your life might
God want to address?

e The sermon pointed out that Eve's indifference to God's Word, specifically omitting the word
'surely,’ opened a door for the enemy. How does a casual or inconsistent relationship with Scripture
leave us more vulnerable to deception?

¢ Jesus responded to every temptation from Satan with the Word of God. What does that tell us about
how seriously we should take Scripture as a practical defense, not just a devotional habit?

e The pastor said, 'God doesn't always change the circumstances first. Sometimes He changes the
way you see them.' Can you share a time when God changed your perspective on a situation rather

than the situation itself, and what difference did that make?

Life Application

This week, commit to spending time in God's Word at least four days. It does not have to be long. You can
listen to an audio Bible during your commute, read a chapter before bed, or meditate on a single verse in

the morning. Each day, begin with this simple prayer: 'Lord, is there a lie I am believing?' Then sit quietly



and listen. When God reveals something, write it down, find a verse that speaks the truth over it, and
speak that truth out loud. The goal is not just to add information but to let God's voice become louder than

every other voice competing for your mind.

Key Takeaways

e Satan's primary target is your mind, because the mind is where God's Word is processed and
understood. If the enemy can corrupt or distract your thinking, he can neutralize the Word's power
in your life.

e Eve's response to Satan in Genesis 3 shows three ways we become vulnerable: deleting God's
generosity from our view, adding burdens to His commands that He never intended, and softening
the certainty of His warnings into mere possibilities.

e Renewing your mind is not a one-time event. It is a daily, ongoing practice of immersing yourself
in Scripture until you begin to think, respond, and even dream in God's language rather than the
world's.

¢ Jesus defeated every temptation with the Word of God, and that same Word is our defense. Man's
wisdom and reasoning are no match for Satan's cunning, but the inspired Word of God is.

e The lies we believe about ourselves often go unnoticed until we intentionally ask God to reveal
them. As God's truth flows in, those lies lose their grip and we begin to see ourselves, our past, and

our future the way God sees them.

Ending Prayer

Lord, thank You for this time together and for the truth of Your Word that never changes. We confess that
we have sometimes been indifferent to Your voice, that we have allowed other voices to speak louder than
Yours, and that we have believed things about ourselves and our lives that You never said. We repent of
that today. We ask You to renew our minds, not just with new information, but with a whole new way of
seeing. Teach us to think Your thoughts, to speak Your language, and to recognize the enemy's lies before
they take root. Let Your Word be the loudest voice in our lives this week and every week. We trust You

with our minds, our hearts, and our futures. In Jesus' name, amen.



