Summary

This sermon explores the concept of following godly leadership, particularly focusing on First Timothy
chapters 2 and 3. Pastor Christopher addresses controversial passages about women in ministry and church
leadership, arguing that these scriptures have been misinterpreted to exclude women from ministry roles.
He provides biblical examples of women in leadership positions and suggests that Paul's instructions were
specifically about wives not usurping their husbands' authority rather than silencing all women in church.

The message concludes with a powerful reminder from Revelation 5 about worthiness, emphasizing that
while we may feel unworthy in ourselves, Jesus has conquered and made us worthy. The role of church
leadersis to remind people of their worth in Christ and help them overcome feelings of shame and
unworthiness that prevent them from fulfilling their God-given calling.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before Y ou today with open hearts and minds, ready to receive what Y ou have
for usin thistime together. Like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. prayed, we ask Y ou to use us, Lord. Show us
how to take who we are, who we want to be, and what we can do, and use it for a purpose greater than
ourselves. Help us to be teachable and humble as we discuss Y our Word today. Remove any preconceived
notions or barriers that might prevent us from hearing Y our truth clearly. We invite Y our Holy Spirit to
guide our conversation and reveal Y our heart to us. In Jesus name, Amen.

| ce Breaker

What's one |leadership quality you admire most in others, and why does that particular trait stand out to
you?

Key Verses

1. 1 Timothy 2:8

2. 1 Timothy 2:11-12
3. 1 Timothy 3:1-7

4. Ephesians 5:22-25
5. Revelation 5:1-5

Questions

1. How do you think the church has sometimes misinterpreted Paul's instructions about women in
ministry, and what damage might this have caused?

2. What does it mean for men to 'lift holy hands without anger or quarreling' in prayer, and why might
this be specifically addressed to men?



3. How can we distinguish between cultural context and timeless biblical principles when interpreting
difficult passages?

4. What are some biblical examples of women in leadership that challenge traditional interpretations of
these passages?

5. How should the relationship between husbands and wives reflect Christ's relationship with the
church in practical, everyday terms?

6. What qualities listed for church leadersin 1 Timothy 3 do you think are most important, and why?
7. How do feelings of unworthiness prevent us from stepping into the roles God has called usto fill?

8. In what ways can church leaders help people overcome shame and recognize their worth in Christ?

Life Application

This week, identify one area where you've felt ‘'unworthy' to serve God or step into arole He's calling you
to. Spend time in prayer asking God to show you how Jesus has already made you worthy through His
sacrifice. Take one practical step toward that calling, whether it's volunteering in ministry, leading your
family in prayer, or simply believing God's truth about your worth over the lies of unworthiness.

Key Takeaways

1. Men are called to be leadersin prayer both in church and at home, and shouldn't let intimidation
prevent them from stepping into thisrole

2. Paul's instructions about women were likely addressing wives not usurping their husbands' authority
rather than silencing all women in ministry

3. Biblical examples like Miriam, Deborah, Priscilla, and Philip's daughters show that women have
aways had important roles in ministry and leadership

4. Church leadership requirements focus on character and integrity rather than perfection, and leaders
serve as examples of God's grace

5. The enemy wants usto feel unworthy, but Jesus has aready conquered and made us worthy to serve
in His kingdom

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank Y ou for this time of discussion and learning together. We're grateful that Y ou have made
us worthy through Y our sacrifice on the cross. Help us to reject the lies of unworthiness that the enemy
triesto place on us and instead walk confidently in the calling Y ou have placed on our lives. Whether we're
called to lead in our homes, serve in ministry, or simply love others well, give us the courage to follow Y ou
as our ultimate Leader. May we support one another in our callings and help each other see the worth and
value You've placed in each of us. Use us, Lord, for purposes greater than ourselves, just as Dr. King
prayed. In Y our precious name we pray, Amen.



