CHURCH OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 15, 2024

A community praising God,
Growing in Christ, and
Joyfully serving others.

Welcome. We are so happy to have you with us!
If you are visiting us for the first time, please fill out a
visitor’s card and put it in the offering plate.



Processional



Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant and people

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God




The Collect

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

O God, because without you we are not able to please yvou, mercifully grant that
vour Holy Spirit may in all things divect and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ
our Lovd, who lives and reigns with vou and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.



First Reading Proverbs 1:20-33
A reading from the book of Proverbs.

Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice.

At the busiest corner she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:
“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?

How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge?

Give heed to my reproof; I will pour out my thoughts to you;
[ will make my words known to vou.

Because I have called and you refused, have stretched out my hand and no one
heeded, and because you have ignored all my counsel and would have none of my
reproof, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when panic strikes you,
when panic strikes you like a storm, and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,
when distress and anguish come upon you.

Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently,
but will not find me.

Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord, would
have none of my counsel, and despised all my reproof, therefore they shall eat the
fruit of their way and be sated with their own devices.

For waywardness kills the simple, and the complacency of fools destroys them;
but those who listen to me will be secure and will live at ease, without dread of
disaster.”

Hear what the Spirit 1s saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 19

I The heavens declare the glory of God, *

and the firmament shows his handiwork.

2 One day tells its tale to another, *

and one night imparis knowledge to another,

3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *

nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect

and revives the soul; *

the testimony of the Lord is sure

and gives wisdom to the innocent.

8 The statutes of the Lovd are just

and rejoice the heart; *

the commandment of the Lord is clear

and gives light to the eves.

9 The fear of the Lord is clean

and endures for ever; *

the judgments of the Lord are true

and righteous altogether.



10 Move to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold, *

sweeter far than honey,

than honey in the comb.

11 By them also is vour servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.

13 Above all, keep vour servant from presumpiuous sins,
let them not get dominion over me; *

then shall I be whole and sound,

and innocent of a great offense.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
Q Lord, my strength and my redeemer:

The Epistle James 3:1-12
A reading from the letter of James.

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the
whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so
large that it takes strong winds to drive them, vet they are guided by a very small
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue 1s a small member,
yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue 1s a fire. The
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been
tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full
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of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those
who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth
from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers
and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence



The Gospel Mark 8:27-38
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that | am?” And they answered
him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”
He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are
the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and
after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.”

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them
to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return
for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon Rev. Gloria Hopewell



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
Heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended inte heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic Church., We acknowledge one baptism for the
Sforgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Almighty God, you spoke, and your words brought endless worlds into
existence.

Remind us that our words and our lives matter. May our words and actions
partner with each other in your holy purpose.

Silence

Empower the body of Christ to speak your truth to the world. Let our words and
our actions be both simple and powerful, kind, and gentle. Bless our leadership
with language to encourage your people to deepen their relationship with you.

Silence
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Speak peace to the hearts of the world’s leaders. Let their words and actions be
those of integrity. Bless the children of all ages and all nations with a future that
reflects your justice and loving-kindness. Give your people the courage to speak
up for those who have no voice in this world. We pray for those in the military
and first responders, especially Alex, Anthony, Frank, Edilio, Sam, Michael,
Alexander, Jacob, Will and their families. Are there others?

Silence

Whisper words of hope and healing to the hearts of those who are ill or anxious
and struggle with themselves or with their families. We pray for wholeness for
Chelsea, Marilyn, Chuck, Pam, Bill, Ed, Steven, Michael, Rich, Patrick,
Annette, Christopher, Lorna, Pura, Cathy, Pam, Joe, Laura, Michael, Jude, Lois,
Jack, Wayne, Chris, Tom, Derek, Barb, Sherrill, Kathleen, Tom E., Dory and his
family, Rachel, Dawn, MaryAnne, Mary F., Tom, Claire, Debbie, Luann, Bill M,
Shirleen & Jim. Are there others?

Silence

We pray for those who have recently been called home and pray for those who
mourn their loss. When words fall short, let our presence reflect your love for
them in their grief.

Silence

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays this week, and those celebrating
anniversaries, especially Dan and Marian Higgins. Are there others?

May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts always be
acceptable to you O Lord, our strength and our redeemer. Amen.
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Celebrant: Holy and Wondrous God, by your never-failing providence you set
in order all creation: Put away from us all hurtful things and give us those things
which are profitable for us, through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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Celebrant  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Announcements
Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthday Praver
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide
them wherever they may be, Strengthen them when they stand; comfort
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in
their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Anniversary Prayer
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send
therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love,
honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom
and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice
to God.

Offertory Hymn Jesus in the morning L 76
Celebrant  All things come of thee, O Lord.

People And of thine own have we given thee
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The Holy Communion

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone
are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and
for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill
them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your
radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day;
and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise.
Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we
acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing:
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The people stand or kneel

Then the Celebrant continues

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into
our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon
us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking
you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you,
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your
only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of
salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he
gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made
the whole

creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose
for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to
complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of
all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father,
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper
with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
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Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death
and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your
right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you
have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,

we give thanks to you,

and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon
us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for
your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood

of your Son Jesus Chrisi.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a
living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the
blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor
with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours,
Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Communion
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Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant  Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR SEARCH OF NEW RECTOR

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we
ask and ignorance in asking: teach us to know that our lives and futures are in
your loving hands, and guide us in the calling of the next rector of the Church
of the Transfiguration; grant that we may rely on your loving providence and
not trust in our own cleverness, and that we might cast aside our anxieties and
follow where you lead as you carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation;
through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Sending of the Eucharistic Visitors

In the name of Christ, and of this congregation, we send you forth bearing the
body and blood of Christ to those who cannot be with us today..... Take God s
holy Word, the pravers of this congregation, and this holy food for holy people.

People: We who are many are one Body because we share one bread, one cup.

Blessing and Dismissal

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is
well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with vou always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn I have decided to follow Jesus L 136

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL INTENTIONS

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE REMAIN ON OUR PERMANENT PRAYER LIST AS
THEIR NEED FOR PRAYER IS LONG-TERM RATHER THAN ACUTE: Don,
Roberta, Marilyn, Jim, Mary, Emily, Meghan, Jan, Chelsea, Bob, Mark, Michael, John,
Bob, Billy, Natasha, Laura, Cindy, Pam, Katy, Lou, Nick, Brendan, Bob, Debra, Janet,
Jacelyn, Sharon, Gabe, Chuck, Nancy, Mike, Tom, Betty, Carol, David, James, Kathy,
Bill, John, Rosemary, Roberta, Earl, Patricia, Anita.
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This week at Transfiguration:

Today Adult Formation Leach Hall 9:00 am

Holy Eucharist Church/FB 10:00am
Coftee Hour hosted by  Leach Hall 11:15am
CYMC

9/22 Adult Formation Leach Hall 9:00am
Holy Eucharist Church/FB 10:00am
Coffee Hour Leach Hall 11:15am

ANNOUNCEMENTS
e A VERY HUGE THANKYOU TO THE CONGREGATION. I
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RECEIVED MY PRAYER BLANKET AND I AM MORE THEN
GRATEFUL AND FEEL BLESSED BY ALL OF YOU. I also
pray for a speedy recovery on my knee so I can get back to
business here...Much love from Linda.

Today, September 15, right after the 10 am service, CYMC is
sponsoring a Transfiguration Family Reunion Celebration - a
great time to reconnect with one another now that summer is
winding down. Before we leave the sanctuary and head into Leach
Hall for a walking taco lunch, we're going to assemble up at the
altar for a family photo (thanks to our resident photographer, Dan
Higgins!). Please sign up on the foyer bulletin board. But even if
you're not able to stay for lunch - plan on being a part of the family
pic!

Please join us for a paint party! Select the project you want to do,
order it and all supplies will be delivered and ready for you! Our
instructor will lead us on how to complete our project.




Friday October 11 at 6:30 pm.

Select the project and place your order by October 1 at
heartwoodcraftsco.com

Any questions - contact Beth Lewis 708-497-5723

e What ideas do you have for the Jubilee planning for next year? We
need you! Come join us on any or all of these dates! Grab your
coffee after church and join this fun group!

Sundays:September 22, October 20, November 17, and December 15.

o Also, A QUICK REMINDER-Please sign up for coffee hour. The
nursery girls make the coffee, and simple instructions are emailed
every week when you sign up. THANK YOU ALL IN ADVANCE
FOR DOING SO!!!!

e Our Beds Plus Outreach program volunteers continue to pack lunch
bags for the homeless shelters every other weekend. If you would like
to make a contribution toward purchasing food items for this ministry
plus make your check out to the church and write “Beds Plus” in the
memo line.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Zack Ottinger at
zottinger(@gmail.com Please remember the other ministries we support;
including the area Food Pantries and Shower the ShelteR.

Note: You may continue to submit your pledges and offerings by mail
or use the credit card payment option Transfigpalos.breezechms.com, or
use the text giving option by texting your $amount plus the word “pledge”
to 708-394-7474.

22



23

CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION
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