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    CHURCH OF THE 

TRANSFIGURATION         
 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

AUGUST 18, 2024 
A community praising God, 

Growing in Christ, and 

 Joyfully serving others. 

 

Welcome.  We are so happy to have you with us! 

 If you are visiting us for the first time, please fill out a  

visitor’s card and put it in the offering plate. 

 
 

 

.  
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Processional      We the Lord’s people            H 51 

 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant and people 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Glory to God 
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The Collect for Migrants and Refugees 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Holy One of Bethlehem, from your earliest days you knew the threat of death, the terror of flight, 

and the pain of exile. Today we know that so many – millions upon millions - flee for their own 

lives and for their children. The numbers seem so vast, the problem so great. It is easy to feel 

helpless. It is easy to forget. It is easy to ignore. Shake us from complacency and from resignation. 

Fill our hearts and minds with understanding and compassion for your children. Who are forced 

by persecution and fear to flee their homes. Remind us that each number is a name, each statistic a 

person - your child, your beloved. Strengthen our resolve; stir in us a spirit of agency and action. 
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For you have blessed each of us with gifts to be shared in love for all you have create, 

gifts that may be used to welcome, to comfort, to befriend. Grant that we would listen 

for your call. In Your Holy Name we pray, AMEN. 

First Reading      1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 

A reading from the First Book of Kings.  

David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. The time that 

David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, and 

thirty-three years in Jerusalem. So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; 

and his kingdom was firmly established. 

 

Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he 

sacrificed and offered incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to 

sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a 

thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon 

in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon 

said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 

because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness 

of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and 

have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you 

have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a 

little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the 

midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they 

cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding 

mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can 

govern this your great people?” 

 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you 

have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life 

of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 

right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 

mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after  
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  you. I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your 

life; no other king shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, 

keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I 

will lengthen your life.” 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  111 

1 Hallelujah! 

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, * 

in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

2 Great are the deeds of the Lord! * 

they are studied by all who delight in them. 

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, * 

and his righteousness endures for ever. 

4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; * 

the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 

5 He gives food to those who fear him; * 

he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

6 He has shown his people the power of his works * 

in giving them the lands of the nations. 

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * 

all his commandments are sure. 

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, * 

because they are done in truth and equity. 
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  9 He sent redemption to his people; 

he commanded his covenant for ever; * 

holy and awesome is his Name. 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; * 

those who act accordingly have a good understanding; 

his praise endures for ever. 

 

The Epistle        Ephesians 5:15-20 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the 

most of the time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but 

understand what the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for 

that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody 

to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all times and 

for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence 
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The Gospel        John 6:51-58 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of 

this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world 

is my flesh.” 

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us 

his flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who 

eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the 

last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my 

flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent 

me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 

This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors 

ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

 

 

 

Sermon                       Bryan Burke 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 

God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from Heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 

holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 

of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

As we continue to witness the most widespread migrant and refugee crisis since 

World War II, we remember that the stories of our tradition are stories of 

wandering, of flight, of forced migration. Our Holy Scriptures tell us of the 

sojourns of the people of God – of slavery and persecution, of wandering in the 

wilderness, of exile and loss.   

Today, as we pray for the Church and for the world, we remember our own sacred 

stories and how they call us to live in God’s world, to bring forth God’s dream of 

shalom.   

With all our heart and all our mind, let us pray to our God, saying, “Lord, hear us.”  
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  Sovereign God, may we who are the Body of Christ, the Church, embrace and 

welcome the immigrant, the refugee, and all who seek shelter from any danger.   

We lift our prayer to You,   

People: Lord, hear us.   

Gracious God, we pray for our newest neighbors, that those families who have 

sought refuge from the ravages of war and violence may find not only shelter 

and sustenance, but also a loving and supportive community in which to create a 

new beginning with dignity.  

We lift our prayer to You,   

People: Lord, hear us. 

Loving God, there is no one that goes unnoticed in Your eyes. Take into 

Yourself all who suffer. May Christ the Wounded Healer relieve the pain of 

hunger of the refugee and the migrant, heal the afflicted body, soothe the fears of 

the mind, bring peace to the soul, and be tender with the broken hearted, that 

those who have endured unspeakable trials may find themselves restored in 

Christ.   

We lift our prayer to You,   

People: Lord, hear us.   

Eternal God, may you receive those who have died during times of war and 

violence into your loving and peaceful arms and may they find rest for their 

souls. Comfort those who mourn the loss of their friends and loved ones and 

give them relief from the painful memories they bear, giving assurance of eternal 

life.   

We lift our prayer to You, 

People: Lord, hear us.   
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Almighty and Loving God, you who have crossed the boundaries of Heaven 

and Earth to be with your people, visit those who must flee their homes 

because of violence and oppression and lead them to a land of safety.   

We lift our prayer to You, 

People: Lord, hear us.   

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Mary 

Kirby, Judy Stark and Ryan Hiznay and for those celebrating anniversaries, 

especially Tim Smith & Lynne Taylor and Wayne & Cathi Ratay. Are there 

others? 

 

We lift our prayer to You, 

People: Lord, hear us 

 

We give thanks to you, Source of All Being, that you hear our intercessions 

on behalf of our refugee and migrant brothers and sisters. We thank you that 

love swallows fear, that in your compassion we learn to walk with those 

who suffer, that when we give of ourselves we receive far more, and that 

when we receive those who stand knocking at our doors, we receive Christ 

the Beloved One.   

May all praise, glory and honor be to our God, the Most High.   

Amen.   
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  Celebrant: Holy and Wondrous God, by your never-failing providence you set 

in order all creation: Put away from us all hurtful things and give us those 

things which are profitable for us, through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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Celebrant  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

 

Announcements 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

Birthday Prayer    

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 

them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 

them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in 

their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the 

days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen    
Anniversary Prayer   

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is 

represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send 

therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, 

honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom 

and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and 

peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.   

 

Offertory Sentence 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice 

to God. 
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Offertory  

 

 

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord. 

People And of thine own have we given thee.  
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 The Holy Communion 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you 

alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before 

time and for ever. 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill 

them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of 

your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; 

and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing 

praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under 

heaven, we acclaim you, 

and glorify your Name, as we sing: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 
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  The people stand or kneel 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 

wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into 

our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all 

your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not 

abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in 

seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with 

you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your 

only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news 

of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose 

he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and 

made the whole 

creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose 

for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to 

complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of 

all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, 

having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper 

with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death 

and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your 

right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you 

have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

Celebrant and People 

We praise you, we bless you, 

we give thanks to you, 

and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon 

us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for 

your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood 

of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a 

living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the 

blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with 

patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor 

with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory 

through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 

Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

The Invitation to Communion 

 

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. It is made ready for 

those who love God and who want to love God more. So come, you who have 

much faith and you who have little. You who have been here often, and you 

who have not been for a long time or ever before. 

 

You who have tried to follow, and you who have failed. Come, not because 

the Church invites you. It is Christ who invites you to be known and fed here. 

 

The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts with thanksgiving.  
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Communion                  Be thou my vision                          H 488 

    

Post Communion Prayer  

 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR SEARCH OF NEW RECTOR 

 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before 

we ask and ignorance in asking: teach us to know that our lives and futures 

are in your loving hands, and guide us in the calling of the next rector of the 

Church of the Transfiguration;  grant that we may rely on your loving 

providence and not trust in our own cleverness, and that we might cast aside 

our anxieties and follow where you lead as you carry out in tranquility the 

plan of salvation; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 
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Sending of the Eucharistic Visitors 

 

In the name of Christ, and of this congregation, we send you forth bearing the 

body and blood of Christ to those who cannot be with us today…..Take God’s 

holy Word, the prayers of this congregation, and this holy food for holy people. 

 

People: We who are many are one Body because we share one bread, one cup. 

 

Blessing and Dismissal 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 

you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-

pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.  

 

Recessional Hymn            When in our music God is glorified  H 420 

 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.  

 

 SPECIAL INTENTIONS 

 

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE REMAIN ON OUR PERMANENT PRAYER LIST 

AS THEIR NEED FOR PRAYER IS LONG-TERM  RATHER THAN ACUTE:  

Don, Roberta, Marilyn, Jim, Mary, Emily,  Meghan, Jan, Chelsea, Bob, Mark, Michael, 

John, Bob, Billy, Natasha,  Laura, Cindy, Pam, Katy, Lou, Nick, Brendan, Bob, Debra, 

Janet, Jacelyn, Sharon, Gabe, Chuck, Nancy, Mike, Tom, Betty, Carol, David, James, 

Kathy, Bill, John, Rosemary, Roberta, Earl, Patricia, Anita.    
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This week at Transfiguration:  

 

Today  Holy Eucharist  Church/FB  10:00am 

  Coffee Hour hosted by Leach Hall  11:15am 

  Eva Naser 

8/25  Adult Formation  Leach Hall    9:00am 

  Holy Eucharist  Church/FB  10:00am 

  Coffee Hour   Leach Hall  11:15am 

• WE WANT YOUR TALENT!!  But, not just yet!  There will be a 

date change and Parish Life is in discussion and will let you know as 

soon as things are firmed up. PLEASE sign up on the bulletin 

board!  All ages and talents welcome. Any questions, see Pam Alba.  

 

• Also, A QUICK REMINDER-Please sign up for coffee hour. The 

nursery girls make the coffee, and simple instructions are emailed 

every week when you sign up.  THANK YOU ALL IN ADVANCE 

FOR DOING SO!!!! 

 

• Our Beds Plus Outreach program volunteers continue to pack lunch 

bags for the homeless shelters every other weekend. If you would like 

to make a contribution toward purchasing food items for this ministry 

plus make your check out to the church and write “Beds Plus” in the 

memo line. 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Zack Ottinger at 

zottinger@gmail.com  Please remember the other ministries we 

support; including the area Food Pantries and Shower the ShelteR. 

 

Note:   You may continue to submit your pledges and offerings 

by mail or use the credit card payment option 

Transfigpalos.breezechms.com,  or use the text giving option by 

texting your $amount plus the word “pledge” to 708-394-7474.   
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CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 

12219 S. 86TH AVE. 

PALOS PARK, IL 

• The Rt. Rev. Paula Clark. Bishop, bishop@episcopalchicago.org 

• The Rev. Jason Elliott, Deacon   jasonagelliott@gmail.com Cell: 

716.560.9718 

• Beverly Opelka, Choir Director   bev4642@att.net 

• Jeff Otto, Music Director    jstyles4@yahoo.com 

• Debbie Trapp, Director of Children & Youth Ministries    

trappsrus@sbcglobal.net 

• Stephanie Novak, Day Care and Learning Center, Director    

ppedconnect@outlook.com 

• Sue Ann Beardsley, Board President, Palos Park Episcopal Day 

Care & Learning Ctr.  Sueann-b@sbcglobal.net 

• Linda Hibberd, Parish Administrator    admin@transfigpalos.org 

Cell phone: 708 203 4915 

• Rob Carr, Senior Warden    whitelab12@comcast.net 

• Zach Ottinger, Junior Warden    zottinger@gmail.com  

• Members of the Vestry: Diana Beardsley 

(djbeardsley722@gmail.com), Mark Brticevich 

(mbrticevich@gmail.com), David Dawodu 

(daviddawodu@gmail.com)  Bryan Fish 

(bryanfish91@gmail.com), Marian Higgins 

(mhiggins354@icloud.com), Erin Kelly ephkelly@yahoo.com), 

Frank Kuzniewski (kuzniewskif@epcusd401.org), Judy Stark 

(Judith.stark44@yahoo.com), and John Carroll-Treasurer 
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