Jonah Pt. 4 – Running Ahead of God
Jonah 4:1-3 “But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD, "O LORD, is this not what I said when I
was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to
anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3Now, O LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to
die than to live."
We Run Ahead of God When:
Ö

We expect God to conform to our wills and desires.

James 4:1-2a “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? 2You desire
but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight.”
Luke 22:42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”
Colossians 1:9-10 “For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God
to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10so that you may live a life
worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God.”
Ö

We hang on to our prejudices.

Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes:
first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.”
Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Galatians 3:28 “Faith in Christ Jesus is what makes each of you equal with each other, whether you are a Jew or a Greek, a slave or a
free person, a man or a woman.”
How to Keep in Step with God:
1.

Give up anger.

Jonah 4:4-9 “But the LORD replied, "Have you any right to be angry?" 5Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There
he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the LORD God provided a vine
and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. 7But at
dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching
east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, "It would be better for me to die
than to live." 9But God said to Jonah, "Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?" "I do," he said. "I am angry enough to die."
Ephesians 4:31 “Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.”
James 1:19-20 “My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry, 20because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.”
Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and selfcontrol.”
2.

See things from God’s perspective.

Jonah 4:10-11 “But the LORD said, "You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang
up overnight and died overnight. 11But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right
hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?"

John 3:16-17 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord isn't slow about keeping his promises, as some people think he is. In fact, God is patient, because he wants
everyone to turn from sin and no one to be lost.”
3.

Practice NATO: Not Attached to The Outcome.

Jonah 4:5 “Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to
see what would happen to the city.”
Proverbs 16:9 “We can make our plans, but the LORD determines our steps.”
Proverbs 19:21 “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails.”
James 4:13-15 “Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business
and make money.” 14Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a
little while and then vanishes. 15Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”

