Heaven!
Part 1
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John 14:1-16 "Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believes in God; believe also in
me. 2In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told
you that | am going to prepare a place for you? 3If | go away and prepare a place
for you, | will come again and take you to myself, so that where | am you may be
also. 4You know the way to where | am going."®

>“Lord,” Thomas said, “we don't know where you're going. How can we know the
way?”

6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. 7 If you know me, you will also knows my Father. From now
on you do know him and have seen him.”

Observations:

Heaven is...
Heaven is hard to preach about in a sermon or two

Heaven must be interpreted through scripture

Heaven is up
Acts 7:55-56 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. *¢ “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God.”

Heaven is awesome
IT Cor 12:1 must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be
gained, I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. *I
know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the
third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do
not know—God knows. *> And I know that this man—whether in
the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows— *
was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things
that no one is permitted to tell.

Heaven is in “phases”
Phase 1



Luke 16:22-3122“The time came when the beggar died and
the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man
also died and was buried. >* In Hades, where he was in
torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with
Lazarus by his side.

Phase 2

Rev 21:1 Then | saw a new heaven and a new
earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more.

Rev 21:3-43Then | heard a loud voice from the
throne: Look, God's dwelling™ is with humanity, and
he will live with them. They will be his peoples,¥ and
God himself will be with them and will be their

God.[9 4 He will wipe away every tear from their

eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain will
be no more, because the previous things'® have
passed away.

Heaven is immediate to the believer

Luke 23:43Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today
you will be with me in paradise.”

Heaven is guaranteed to all who follow Jesus

Ephesians 1:13 In him you also were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and when you believed.

L Three reasons to get excited about heaven

Because we get to see Jesus
1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall
see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully
known.

Because we get to see our people
Luke 9: 2 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James
with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 2° As he was praying, the



appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of
lightning. 3° Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking
with Jesus. *! They spoke about his departure,!2) which he was about to bring to
fulfillment at Jerusalem. 3 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when
they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him.

Because we are not sick anymore

Phil 3:21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his
control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his
glorious body.

IT Cor 5:1 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we
have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human
hands. /

I John 3:2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be
has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, !
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

Rev 22:3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.

Jude 1:24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present
you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy

Close:
On the eve of the cross, Jesus made his decision. He would

rather go to hell for you than go to heaven without you.
Max Lucado




