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God’s plan for Joseph 

Gen 50: 19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of 
God? 20 You planned evil against me; God planned it for good to bring about the 
present result—the survival of many people. 21 Therefore don’t be afraid. I will 
take care of you and your children.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to 
them.[b] 

 

I. The turning point 

A. The dream….. 

Gen 41: 

15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I 
have heard it said about you that you can hear a dream and interpret it.” 

16 “I am not able to,” Joseph answered Pharaoh. “It is God who will give Pharaoh a 
favorable answer. 

B. The promoSon 

Gen 41: 37 The proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants, 38 and he said to 
them, “Can we find anyone like this, a man who has God’s spirit[c] in him?” 39 So 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no 
one as discerning and wise as you are. 40 You will be over my house, and all my 
people will obey your commands.[d] Only I, as king,[e] will be greater than 
you.” 41 Pharaoh also said to Joseph, “See, I am placing you over all the land of 
Egypt.” 
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C. The famine 

When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do 
you keep looking at each other? 2 Listen,” he went on, “I have heard there is grain 
in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us so that we will live and not die.” 3 So 
ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not 
send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he thought, “Something 
might happen to him.” 

5 The sons of Israel were among those who came to buy grain, for the famine was 
in the land of Canaan. 6 Joseph was in charge of the country; he sold grain to all its 
people. His brothers came and bowed down before him with their faces to the 
ground. 7 When Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he treated 
them like strangers and spoke harshly to them. 

“Where do you come from?” he asked. 

“From the land of Canaan to buy food,” they replied. 

II. The accountability process begins 

A. The accusaSon…first meeSng 

Gen 41: 8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize 
him. 9 Joseph remembered his dreams about them and said to them, “You are 
spies. You have come to see the weakness[a] of the land.” 

14 Then Joseph said to them, “I have spoken:[c] ‘You are spies!’ 15 This is how you 
will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this place unless your 
youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one from among you to get your brother. 
The rest of you will be imprisoned so that your words can be tested to see if they 
are true. If they are not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!” 17 So 
Joseph imprisoned them together for three days. 

B.    The little brother 

18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “I fear God—do this and you will live. 19 If 
you are honest, let one of you[d] be confined to the guardhouse, while the rest of 
you go and take grain to relieve the hunger of your households. 20 Bring your 
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youngest brother to me so that your words can be confirmed; then you won’t 
die.” And they consented to this. 

C. The silver cup “the_” by Benjamin 

Gen 44: Joseph commanded his steward, “Fill the men’s bags with as much food 
as they can carry, and put each one’s silver at the top of his bag. 2 Put my cup, the 
silver one, at the top of the youngest one’s bag, along with the silver for his 
grain.” So he did as Joseph told him. 

3 At morning light, the men were sent off with their donkeys. 4 They had not gone 
very far from the city when Joseph said to his steward, “Get up. Pursue the men, 
and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil for 
good? 5 Isn’t this the cup that my master drinks from and uses for 
divination? What you have done is wrong!’” 

D. The turning point! 

Gen 44: 33 Now please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave, in place of 
the boy. Let him go back with his brothers. 34 For how can I go back to my father 
without the boy? I could not bear to see the grief that would overwhelm my 
father.” 

 

E. The epic reveal! 

Gen 45:  Joseph could no longer keep his composure in front of all his 
attendants,[a] so he called out, “Send everyone away from me!” No one was with 
him when he revealed his identity to his brothers. 2 But he wept so loudly that the 
Egyptians heard it, and also Pharaoh’s household heard it. 3 Joseph said to his 
brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But they could not answer him 
because they were terrified in his presence. 

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Please, come near me,” and they came near. 
“I am Joseph, your brother,” he said, “the one you sold into Egypt. 5 And now 
don’t be grieved or angry with yourselves for selling me here, because God sent 
me ahead of you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two 
years, and there will be five more years without plowing or harvesting. 7 God sent 
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me ahead of you to establish you as a remnant within the land and to keep you 
alive by a great deliverance.[b] 8 Therefore it was not you who sent me here, but 
God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household, and ruler 
over all the land of Egypt. 

14 Then Joseph threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and 
Benjamin wept on his shoulder. 15 Joseph kissed each of his brothers as he 
wept,[d] and afterward his brothers talked with him. 

 

 

 

II. What can we learn from Joseph 

A. God does not exclude broken and imperfect people from his plan. 

God's	broken	soldiers	

• Abraham	-Was	old.	
• Elijah	–	Was	suicidal.	
• Joseph	–	Was	abused.	
• Job	–	Went	bankrupt.	
• Moses	–	Had	a	speech	problem.	
• Gideon	–	Was	afraid.	
• Samson	–	Was	a	womanizer.	
• Rahab	–	Was	a	prostitute.	
• Samaritan	Woman	–	Divorced.	
• Noah	–	Was	a	Drunk.	
• Jeremiah	–	Was	young.	
• Jacob	–	Was	a	cheater.	
• David	–	Was	a	murderer.	
• Jonah	–	Ran	from	God.	
• Naomi	–	Was	a	widow.	
• Peter	–	Denied	Christ	three	times	
• Martha	–	Worried	about	everything.	
• Zacchaeus	–	Was	small	and	money	hungry.	
• The	Disciples	–	Fell	asleep	while	praying.	
• Paul	–	A	Pharisee	who	persecuted	Christians	before	becoming	one.	
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B. God can change those responsible for wounding us 

 Gen 44: 33 Now please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave, in place of 
the boy. Let him go back with his brothers. 34 For how can I go back to my father 
without the boy? I could not bear to see the grief that would overwhelm my father.” 

 

 Prayer (For the offender) 

ConfrontaSon  

Accountability 

Kindness 

 

C. True forgiveness towards our offender is possible! 

Gen 45:4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Please, come near me,” and they came near. 
“I am Joseph, your brother,” he said, “the one you sold into Egypt., 

5And now don’t be grieved or angry with yourselves for selling me here, because God 
sent me ahead of you to preserve life. 

15Joseph kissed each of his brothers as he wept,[a] and afterward his brothers talked with 
him. 

50:19-21 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You 
planned evil against me; God planned it for good to bring about the present result—the 
survival of many people. 21 Therefore don’t be afraid. I will take care of you and your 
children.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.[a] 

  

Close: If you have faith in God, if you believe that God can use you, if 
you are willing to take a step of faith here and there, then God can 
do incredible things through you. 
Greg Laurie 
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