
Sticks and Stones….. 

James 4:11-12 

 Don’t speak evil against each other, dear brothers and sisters.[d] If you criticize and judge each 
other, then you are criticizing and judging God’s law. But your job is to obey the law, not to 
judge whether it applies to you. 12 God alone, who gave the law, is the Judge. He alone has the 
power to save or to destroy. So what right do you have to judge your neighbor? 

1. Just don’t! 
 Don’t speak evil against each other, dear brothers and sisters 

II Cor 12:  For I am afraid that when I come I won’t like what I find, and you won’t 
like my response. I am afraid that I will find quarreling, jealousy, anger, 
selfishness, slander, gossip, arrogance, and disorderly behavior.  

Rom 1:29  Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, 
envy, murder, quarreling, deception, malicious behavior, and gossip. 

“Slander is making a false verbal statement that damages someone’s 
reputation.” 

2. Results of slander 

 It shows we have a God problem 

“If you criticize and judge each other, then you are criticizing and judging God’s 
law.” 

   

   Exodus 20: 16 “You must not testify falsely against your neighbor. 

   

John 13:34 So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each 
other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. 

  

 It shows we have a me problem 

“But your job is to obey the law, not to judge whether it applies to you. 12 God 
alone, who gave the law, is the Judge. He alone has the power to save or to 
destroy. So what right do you have to judge your neighbor?” 

    

3. Why do many believers slander other believers? 



unresolved hurt  

unforgiveness  

jealousy  

immaturity 

 

4. What do we do if we are ready to stop the slander? 

--Apologize to God and the person you wronged 

 We have sinned 

Col 3:7-8 You used to do these things when your life was still part of this 
world. 8 But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, 
slander, and dirty language. 

 We have damaged or killed a person’s reputation 

II Sam 10:3 the Ammonite commanders said to Hanun, their master, “Do you 
really think these men are coming here to honor your father? No! David has sent 
them to spy out the city so they can come in and conquer it!” 

 We are damaging the church 

Gal 5:15 But if you are always biting and devouring one another, watch out! 
Beware of destroying one another. 

   

--Pray that God will change your communication 

  

Eph 4:29 Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and 
helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. 

--If you can’t say anything good….Stop talking! 

James 1:19  Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, and slow to get angry. 

--Dig deeper (What we say is an indication of our heart) 

  



 Matt 15:18-19 But the words you speak come from the heart—that’s what defiles 
you. 19 For from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all sexual immorality, 
theft, lying, and slander. 

 

Close: 
“ Don’t speak evil against each other, dear brothers and sisters.” 

 

 

  

 


