Fourth Sunday
After Epiphany

February 1, 2026



Welcome to Grace

We give thanks that you have come to worship with us at Grace Evangelical Lutheran
Church, and pray that you will receive God’s awesome GRACE, mercy and love as we
receive Word and Sacrament, the means of grace!

We invite our guests and visitors to worship with us often! If you will, we invite
guests to take a welcome bag at the Welcome Desk to learn more about Grace and fill out a
Welcome Form in the bulletin or at the Welcome Desk to let us know you were worshipping
with us today. Visitor/Member Information sheets may be returned to the pastor, an usher, or
placed in the offering.

The complete worship service is contained in this worship folder. Large print worship
folders and Busy Bags for our very young worshipers are available from the ushers! We love
having children in worship! Should parents have need of nursery during worship, our
professionally staffed nursery for childcare is available. Please see an usher for directions.

Our worship space is equipped with a hearing assistance system to accommodate
those with hearing difficulties. Please ask the sound technician (at the rear left of the worship
space) for a receiver, if desired. Printed copies of the sermon are available at the ushers table
in the entry-way, if desired.

Please remember to turn off or silence personal communication devices. We ask that
you not bring food or drink into the worship space.

In accordance with the Biblical mandate and our Lutheran tradition, we seek to
worship God “in Spirit and in truth...for these the Father seeks to worship him!” (John 4:23-
24). If you are not familiar with liturgical worship, it is “the work of the people,” as God
speaks, the ministers speak and the congregation responds in a spoken, chanted and sung
dialogue! Everything in our worship is focused on God and His incarnate, embodied presence
in our midst! We pray that you will experience the Word made flesh as we worship today!

To establish and maintain a spirit of reverence, we remind worshipers to please greet
one another and fellowship in the gathering space before entering the sanctuary, where others
will be preparing their hearts and minds for worship. We appreciate your understanding!

Little Lambs Children’s Ministry is available at either worship service, after the
Gospel reading for children ages 3 through third grade During Little Lambs Children’s
Ministry children and their leader go to the Nursery to enjoy age appropriate Biblically-
oriented activities during the Sermon, creed and prayers. They return during the offering to
join us for Holy communion! This gives little ones a Bible break during the service, while
allowing parents to focus on the sermon!

We invite you to learn more about our congregation at www.grace43081.org and the
North American Lutheran Church (NALC) at www.thenalc.org!

PRELUDE
"The Lord's My Shepherd" - arr. Ronald A. Nelson
"Lord, Speak to Me" - arr. Stephen Walters

Announcements
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Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of

the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.



ENTRANCE HYMN

“Rise Up, O Saints of God”
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1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! His king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com-mit your hearts to  seek the  paths which Christ has  trod
e e =
e
0 4 | | 1 | | | | |
VA Il | | | | H T I" | H
‘ﬁh_ﬁ_"—‘ ‘#_‘_‘ [ 4 I
RS J—J—Ed s . 0

Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, his
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with

no - bler zeal might burn.
word of hope pro-claim.
jus - tice larg - er place.
love the weak sus - tain.

and quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!
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The Liturgy of The Word
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
KYRIE
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
f) g |r——
7 A | aananill | | | I I f
|

ﬁﬁjjv ' s
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A - men
HYMN OF PRAISE
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo- ple on earth.
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You take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther; re- ceive our prayer.
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in the glo- ry of God the Fa- ther. A - men
PRAYER OF THE DAY
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® The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
P Let us pray.

O Lord our God, you confound the world’s wisdom by blessing those who are lowly,
meek and pure in heart. As we are blessed, let us also rejoice that our reward is great
in heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8

'"Hear what the LoRD says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your
voice. “Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LorD, and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LORD has an indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel. *“O my people,
what have I done to you? How have I wearied you? Answer me! *For I brought you up from the land
of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam. O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the son of
Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts
of the LORD.” *““With what shall I come before the LorD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall
I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? "Will the LorD be pleased with
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does
the Lorp require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
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L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15
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LorD, who may a - bide wup - on your ho - ly hill?
*
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L 'Lord, who may dwell in your ' tabernacle?

Who may abide upon your ' holy hill?

C*Whoever leads a blameless life and does ' what is right,
who speaks the truth | from his heart,

L ‘there is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil | to his friend;
he does not heap contempt up- | on his neighbor.

C “In his sight the wicked ' is rejected,

but he honors those who ! fear the Lord. Refrain

L °He has sworn to ' do no wrong

and does not take ! back his word.

C °He does not give his money in ' hope of gain,

nor does he take a bribe a- | gainst the innocent.

L "Whoever | does these things

shall never be | overthrown. Refrain

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

"8For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God. "°For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment
of the discerning I will thwart.” 2’Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? *'For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of
what we preach to save those who believe. *For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom,
“but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, **but to those
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. SFor the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. **For
consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. *’But God chose what is foolish in the world
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; **God chose what is
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, *’so
that no human being might boast in the presence of God. **And because of him you are in Christ
Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 5o
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Please stand as you are able.
ALLELUIA VERSE (John 6: 68)
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words of e - ter - nal life Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
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Glo - ry to Yyou, O Lord.

'Seeing the crowds, {Jesus} went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
?And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: *Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. *Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. *Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth. *Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall
be satisfied. "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. *Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God. *Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. '*Blessed are
those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ''Blessed are you
when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
"“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
9 . .
N B — [
\JI ! i i
Praise to  you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

LITTLE LAMBS: At this time, Little Lambs Children's Ministry is available for children ages 3
through third grade at both services after the Gospel reading. The children leave the sanctuary with the
teacher and enjoy an age appropriate Biblically oriented lesson and activity. They return during the
offering to join us for Holy Communion.

SERMON: “Life in Relationship!” The Rev. Dr. David Wendel
After the sermon, a time of silence for reflection.

Please stand as you are able.



HYMN OF THE DAY

“Lord, Speak to Us, that We May Speak”
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1 Lord, speak to us, that we may speak  in
2 Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead the
3 Oh, teach  us, Lord, that we may teach  the
4  Oh, fill us with your full - ness Lord, wun -
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let  us seek your  stray - ing chil - dren, lost and lone.
we  may feed your hun - g’ring ones  with man - na sweet.
they may reach the hid - den depths of man - ya heart.
glow - ing word, your love to  tell, your praise to  show.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A
C

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
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We confess our Christian faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,



He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

After each petition:
A Lord, in your mercy;
C Hear our prayer.
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

Remember in our prayers... Don Melick, Tom Zawodny, Ernestine Dietz, Betty Milner, Mary
Cooney, Amy Seifert Unkefer, Rod Rice, Sue Ross, Mary Ross, Jim Ross, the family of Loren
Sadler

The Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. (Matthew 5: 22-24; John 20: 19)
C And also with you.

You may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

Please be seated.
THE LITURGY OF THE MEAL

MUSICAL OFFERING
8:15  "Every Time I Feel the Spirit" - arr. Joel Raney

Maria Laderman - Flute, Linda Hoch - Piano
11:00 "Give Me Jesus" - arr. Craig Courtney

Grace Singers Chancel Choir

Please stand as the offering is brought forward.

THE OFFERTORY
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Let the vine - yards be fruit- ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our

10



. &

e [ E—

P
j
|

| 1l
| 1uE

_‘_
cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har- vest from the
Q \  — N K T N
e e e B e e e s o o e
o : e
seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
S —— P i e | o
- ; .
@—d—’d — o J J} e #i —
Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the
f) ' ' [——
] e — — T T T
ﬁ?J—P—~ £ | ] i | L e E————
’y; r —_— y
prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your
9 .
)7 A | I — Y | N I
T e e e e e S L —F———
Sa —— g
pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Merciful Father,

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

THE LITURGY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
(2 Timothy 4: 22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136)
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® Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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It is right to give him thanks
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It is indeed right and salutary . . . The Presider continues with the preface,
concluding:...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

THE SANCTUS (Isaiah 6: 3; Matthew 21: 9)

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho- san - na in the high - est.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God;
you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that
whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will
and accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples
saying: Take and eat; This is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his
life-giving Passion and Death, his glorious Resurrection
and Ascension, and his promise to come again, we give thanks
to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as we are
able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving, and with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us,
your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine;
that we who share in the Body and Blood of your Son may be
filled with heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the
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forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and body, and
have our portion with all your saints.

C All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and

Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6: 9-13)

C Our Father,

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD/THE FRACTION

A time of silence...

P Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. (John 1:29)
C Blessed are those who are invited to the supper of the Lamb!
(Revelation 19:9)

LAMB OF GOD (John 1: 29)
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please be seated.



THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

———

All who are baptized, have received the Lord’s Supper and believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in
the bread and wine that become our Lord’s Body and Blood, are welcome to commune. Children or
adults who do not commune are encouraged to come forward to receive a blessing!

The Lord’s sacramental Blood is available in individual glasses and common cup. As the communion
assistants approach, simply indicate which you prefer by a nod of the head or pointing to individual
cups or chalice. Grape juice is available in the center ring of each tray. Pleases place empty individual
glasses in the basket provided to either side of the altar area. Gluten-free hosts are available for those
who require them. Indicate your preference to the minister administering the hosts.

Private prayer before receiving Holy Communion:

O merciful Lord, I do not presume to come to your Table, trusting in my own righteousness, but in
your many and great mercies. I am not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table. But you are
the same Lord whose will it is always to have mercy. Make me, I pray you, worthy now to receive this
Holy Communion. Grant me, gracious Lord, so to consume the very Body and Blood of your dear Son,
Jesus Christ in this Holy Sacrament, that He may evermore dwell in me, and I in Him, that my sinful
body may be made clean by His Body, and my soul washed through His most precious Blood. Amen.

Private prayer after receiving Holy Communion:

Almighty God, you provide the true Bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that as
I have received the Sacrament of His Body and Blood, He may abide in me, and I in Him, and that all
who have received may be filled with the power of His endless life. By your grace, help me to walk
worthy of my calling, and to learn to bring glory to your name in all things. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd; I'll not want. He makes me down to lie
2 My soul he doth re - store a-gain,and me to walk doth make
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will 1 fear no ill;
4 My ta - ble thou hast fur-nish-ed in  pres-ence of my foes;
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure -ly fol-low me,
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still.
My head thou dost with o0il a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.
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After all have communed, please stand.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace.
C Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model

of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to
conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
SENDING OF OUR CARE TEAM
P Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow him,

bless those who go forth to share your Word and sacrament

with those who are sick or homebound.

May these gifts be signs of our love and prayers, that through

the sharing of the body and blood of Christ,

all may know your grace and healing revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
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THE BENEDICTION (Numbers 6: 24-26)
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(P) The Lord bless you and keep you. A - men

The Lord make his face to shine on you

And be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ...

give you peace.

In the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit

RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a-dore thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!

thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’n re - flect thy rays,

3 Thou art giv - ing and for- giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o - cean-depth of hap - py rest!

et
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Melt the clouds of
Field and for - est,
Thou our

Fa - ther, Christ our broth - er,
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sin

and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
vale

and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flashing sea,
all who live in love are thine;

F
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.

teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

THE RITE OF SENDING

Children Go in peace, serve the Lord!
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Linda Hoch

"Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee" - arr. May Schwartz

Offering: An offering plate will be placed by the baptismal font for offerings to be presented during
the offering procession. Offerings may be placed in the plate before or after the service.

Please keep Donna and Chuck Dettmann and family in your prayers, as son-in-law
Loren Sadler passed away January 24, 2026.
Romans 14. Whether we live or whether we die, we belong to the Lord.

WELCOME, GUESTS! We welcome you as our guest in our church home and invite you to
continue to worship with us. We invite guests to take a welcome bag at the
Welcome Desk to learn more about Grace and fill out a Welcome Form and
* place it in the offering or hand it to an usher to let us know you were
worshipping with us today.

Scan to Simply Give

This QR code connects you to the mobile version of Grace’s online giving
page to give you a quick and easy way to access our webpage without having
™ to type out a long web address. Through this link, you can create a one-time
or on-going donation and to specify where you want your gift to be applied.
The Simply Giving® Program (endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union) is
an automated stewardship program that helps members give generously. Scan
to Simply Give today.

Financial Update: If you would like a copy of the full monthly Treasurer’s report as presented to
Council, please reach out to the Treasurer, Jim Caldwell and it will be emailed to you.

Third Sunday After The Epiphany, January 25: Services cancelled due to weather. 127 sermon
views online https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQ2ScYMI1WVE and 88 sermon views from the
www.Grace43081.org website.
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Music NOTES

“The Lord’s My Shepherd” — arr. Ronald A. Nelson

This hymn is a metrical paraphrase of Psalm 23 taken from the Scottish Psalter of 1650 (The Psalms
of David in Meter) which is called the “Prince of Versions™ because it contained the best of the
psalters in existence at that time. It is still in use and remains the only version officially authorized
by the Church of Scotland. The text of this hymn is said to be a composite of seven extant versions
of the psalm.

“Lord, Speak to Me” — arr. Stephen Walters

Based on Romans 14:7 (“None of us lives to himself, and no man dies to himself”) and entitled “A
Worker’s Prayer,” it is a fitting commentary on the life of the author, Frances R. Havergal (1836-
1889), whose delicate health forced her to conserve her energies and restrict her activities. Itis a
reminder that it is our duty to use the talents God gives us to share with others, praying that God will
strengthen, teach, fill, and use us according to His will for our lives.

“Every Time I Feel the Spirit” — arr. Joel Raney

While not as commonly sung as “Go tell it on the mountain’” or ‘‘Let us break bread together on our
knees’’, this spiritual still has a significant presence in many hymnals. Its roots may be found in the
antebellum South. One often-cited report indicates that Abraham Lincoln heard a group of escaped
slaves led by ‘Aunt Mary’ Dines singing this spiritual, among others, during one of his visits to the
‘contraband’ camp at Seventh Street in Washington, DC (contraband camps were areas where
escaped enslaved persons lived). The description notes that Lincoln sang with the group as they were
singing for him, although not all accounts include this spiritual with those that were said to have been
sung on this occasion.

“Give Me Jesus” — arr. Craig Courtney

This is an African American spiritual that in some versions begins “I heard my mother say.” It was
part of the repertoire of the Fisk Jubilee Singers, the group that formed at Fisk University in the
1870’s and moved African American spirituals to a public and world-wide stage. This piece was
printed on p. 19 in their Jubilee Songs (New York, 1872), where it began “O when I come to die.”
The narrative moves from morning to midnight to the break of day to death — that is, back and forth
across all of life as it rises, wails, and dies.

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” — arr. May Schwartz

According to the author’s son, this text was written in 1907 while Henry van Dyke (1852-1933) was
visiting Williams College in Massachusetts as a guest preacher. Evidently inspired by the beautiful
Berkshire Mountains, he presented the manuscript to the college president (Garfield) one morning at
the breakfast table, suggesting that it be sung to Beethoven’s “Hymn to Joy.” It was included in van
Dyke’s Poems, 3 ed., 1911, and in The Hymnal (Presbyterian) that same year.
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Vision Statement: We envision Grace to be a welcoming Christ-centered community
of faith, inviting all, growing in discipleship, sharing in ministries.

Mission Statement: Our mission is to reach out with the love of Jesus to grow disciples
and serve our community.
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