


Serve God
By Using 

Your Gifts

Step 8

1 Corinthians 12:4-6
Mark 10:45  1 Peter 4:10



If you are a new creation and alive in Christ, you are gifted! Scripture tells 
us that every believer has been gifted by the Holy Spirit for the purpose 
of glorifying God and edifying His church. As we continue our journey, it 
is important for us to recognize the gifts that God has given us, and to use 
them in serving Him and others. 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are 
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, 
but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. – 1 Corinthians 
12:4-6

As Paul writes these words to the church at Corinth, his emphasis is on 
God more than on the gifts. He wants the church, as well as you and I, to 
remember that ultimately the gifts that God has given us are opportunities 
to strengthen others and reveal the truths of Jesus to the world. Our gifts 
and service may look different from one another, but all have the same 
source, God, and the same purpose, to be used to serve Him.

232



Discuss
•	 Who do you know that might be lonely this Christmas? (Widows, orphans, foster 

care kids, people who have lost loved ones this year, etc.)
•	 What are some ways you can help those who may be struggling with loneliness this 

Christmas?

Action
•	 For a great current depiction of what it may have been like for the shepherds, watch 

this Chosen pilot episode-The Shepherd. https://duckduckgo.com/?q=youtube+t
he+chosen+the+shepherd&atb=v329-1&iax=videos&iai=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.
youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DlVt14Ug-GOs&ia=videos

Discuss
•	 What is the most important part of Christmas to remember this holiday season?
•	 What is it that makes people anxious this time of year? Is it wanting to receive the 

right gift? Is it wanting to give the right gift? Is it forgetting that Jesus truly is the 
reason for the season?

•	 How can your family help someone who is feeling anxious or lonely this 
Christmas?

Read
Above all, love each other deeply, because 
love covers over a multitude of sins. 
Offer hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace 
in its various forms. If anyone speaks, 
they should do so as one who speaks 
the very words of God. If anyone serves, 
they should do so with the strength God 
provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be 
the glory and the power forever and ever. 
Amen.                       
- 1 Peter 4:8-11

Reflect
1. Take time to read 1 Corinthians 12-14, 
Romans 12, and Ephesians 4 where the 
spiritual gifts are listed. What spiritual 
gifting has God given you to be a faithful 
steward and servant with? If you’re unsure, 
consider attending the next Partnership 
Class or reaching out to the church office 
to take a spiritual gifts test.
2. What is the motivation behind service? 
What does it look like for you to serve in 
the local church?
3. How will you use your gifts in the 
community to serve God and help others?



Read
When he had finished washing their feet, 
he put on his clothes and returned to his 
place. “Do you understand what I have 
done for you?” he asked them. “You call 
me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for 
that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also should wash one another’s feet. I have 
set you an example that you should do as 
I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, 
no servant is greater than his master, nor 
is a messenger greater than the one who 
sent him. Now that you know these things, 
you will be blessed if you do them. - John 
13:12-17

Reflect
1. What is the main idea Jesus is conveying 
through this passage of Scripture? What 
is the example that He has set for His 
followers?
2. How willing are you to serve rather than 
be served?
3. Spend time in prayer, asking the Lord 
to grow you in humility and lead you to 
follow the example of Jesus in service.
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