Sermon: Look at This Mess!

2chronicles 20:3-11(NLT) | the very first month of the first year of his reign, Hezekiah reopened
the doors of the Temple of the Lorp and repaired them. *He summoned the priests and
Levites to meet him at the courtyard east of the Temple. *He said to them, “Listen to
me, you Levites! Purify yourselves, and purify the Temple of the Lorp, the God of your
ancestors. Remove all the defiled things from the sanctuary. ¢ Our ancestors were
unfaithful and did what was evil in the sight of the Lorp our God. They abandoned

the LorD and his dwelling place; they turned their backs on him. " They also shut the
doors to the Temple’s entry room, and they snuffed out the lamps. They stopped
burning incense and presenting burnt offerings at the sanctuary of the God of Israel.

#“That is why the LorD’s anger has fallen upon Judah and Jerusalem. He has made
them an object of dread, horror, and ridicule, as you can see with your own

eyes. *Because of this, our fathers have been killed in battle, and our sons and
daughters and wives have been captured. ' But now | will make a covenant with

the Lorp, the God of Israel, so that his fierce anger will turn away from us. "My sons, do
not neglect your duties any longer! The Lorp has chosen you to stand in his presence,
to minister to him, and to lead the people in worship and present offerings to him.”
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Hezekiah knows that he can’t call the nation to return to God until first he
has called the church to return to God!

Addressing the Debris & Defilement



1) It began when God became displaced. 2 Chron 28:24-25 »*And Ahaz
gathered together the vessels of the house of God and cut in pieces the
vessels of the house of God, and shut up the doors of the house of Jehovah;
and he made him altars in every corner of Jerusalem. And in every city of
Judah he made high places to burn incense unto other gods, and provoked
to anger Jehovah, the God of his fathers. *

Addressing the Debris & Defilement

2) With God displaced, debris and defilement easily moved in.

2 Chron 19:16-17 And the priests went in unto the inner part of the house
of Jehovah, to cleanse it, and brought out all the uncleanness that they
found in the temple of Jehovah into the court of the house of Jehovah. And
the Levites took it, to carry it out abroad to the brook Kidron. Now they
began on the first day of the first month to sanctify, and on the eighth day
of the month came they to the porch of Jehovah; and they sanctified the
house of Jehovah in eight days: and on the sixteenth day of the first month,
they made an end.

Addressing the Debris & Defilement

3) When the debris builds up enough you come to a point where you have one
of two choices: clean it up or close it off!

2 Chronicles 29:8 Wherefore the wrath of Jehovah was upon Judah and
Jerusalem, and he hath delivered them to be tossed to and fro, to be an
astonishment, and a hissing, as ye see with your eyes. For, lo, our fathers have
fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in
captivity for this.




